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mJglitiest inman power OH earth, for good aDdfijrerilj is lodged iawomai 
" Tlifj villa ivKil; tSe craffls, rule (Ss lowW." 

Ana I aJso bollsTe tbat tlie SiOBBD aaammmis alOM, of all nritlngB i 
oient or modein, have fully comprelieiiaea ana. riglitly nnderetood woinra 
misBlon, nni tmthtully and pcopoidj repreaentdd her In Iior hue plaoB. 
It was by a woiuan our raos fell, bo it is bj woman manMnll are to be ele' 
tsaaodsfttaa. ThsgreatSayionrof die world was bom of a woman, iuiao 
of Hie moat lovely and topeful sights on eaitb ia ft womaa bencaUi thaon 
wtth tlie Word of God (ii her hand, leamfng her Sat} and acqniring I 
Erases which fit her for her tigb mission in iie world. 

Woman's oalHng and ligMs are mnoli talked of In oni' day, bnt I ftm fu 
perBuBded thai it is A'oin the Blbla, bjiII not from new plitfcrmB, that wo i 
m learn what they really are ; ana that not so mnoh from pracepta, as tn 
examplas. Ehe Bible does not explain whether woman is ec(nftl or mjpei- 
to man— aoe« not dogmatlae on liar social or domestic condition, bnt straig 
way telle ns how she wae created, and fiir what pnipoae, and flien illustra 
her mission by glvhig brief notioM of how a few remarkable mothers a 
wives fiiimled Ihsir Tocatlon, from the da^ of the palilBvolia to the aposU 
This Is tme " philosophy teaching by esample." 

To yon, therefore, to whom Proyidenee has chiefly committed the gn 

home on thla coaat^ is Ihia volume most respeetftilly ileaicatea, 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Thibi ia no mor p w f 1 1 y to the pulpit than the 

Pbe33, The intell t al and m al stimulua of editorship, 
ioatead of being a 1 to a p to harge, are Ijoth to them 
and to the world p min ntly f I if his writings are sue- 
cesafnl in advocating the truth. I see not how a pastor's efS- 
cienoy ia impaired bjliabita of close atady, as far as his health 
and pastoral visitings will allow, whether his studies are de- 
voted to mannsoripts that are neyer published or to regular 
anthoraliip. For eTen if he does not publish, the hahit of 
stndy, -which is rarely aotiuired and pursued without the use 
of the pan, is a very great blessing to Ms hearers; and if he 
publish the results of his study in an acceptable manner, 
then his infiueaoe may be eitended from a thousand to fifty 
thousand, and instead of preaching to a congregation of a few 
hnudred members, he may preach to a whole continent foe 
niany generations. No man, however great his genius, has a 
right to serve the Lord in the sanctuary with unbeaten oil. 
The pastor after God's own heart is one that feeds the people 
with knowledge and with understaudiEg — full of faith aad of 
the Holy Ghost, and mighty in the Scriptures — ahowlng unto 
the people out of the Scriptures the way of salvation through 
Christ. Oh, that the vast harrest-field that lies all around us, 
already ripe for the sickle, was filled with a great multitude of 
such servania of the Moat High 1 

a the English version, that I 
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XVI INTRODUCTION. 

haye not knowingly departed from it in a single ingtsiuca in 
the esamination of tlie histoiy of Estlier, I do not remember 
to Iiave met with any disousBion as to tliB merits of tlie trans- 
lation of Estlier in one rersion, compoi'ed with thB translation 
of the otiier historic books; bnt it seeraB to me to be an ex- 
ceedingly correct and happy version. There are but few 
words that could possibly be improved. The only ohauge I 
hayo introdnced in the translation is to omit the division into 
chapters and verses, wiiich, thongh of great convenience for 
reference, is often a marring of the force and beauty of the 
text, especially in the historical parte of the Old TeBtament 
aad in the Epistles. My ravsrence for our English version is 
equalled only by my regard for the origiuals, which are onr 
standard of faith and manners. 

I do not believe, as a modern poet says, that the Holy Bible 
is " good Michaera Scripture," and that " history is the Devil's 
Scripture." No, the Bible is the word of the Lord, and history 
is but a record of how He gorems the world. Tho great 
Bengel has truly said, that the " true commentator will fasten 
his primary attention on the literal meaning, bnt never forget 
Ihtth iir mu.t I llj p yhm d t fhe same 

tmwnit dvis m ptl meaning for 

Snitui p h 1 H I Sp t t d d." Eat aa 

fi- m y p t th f f le, we may 

m g tr gl t 1 g t t not one of 

whhissatly Itwh h 11 the hooka 

ofth OldTe^tm t, I 5 d tl tjp , p mises, or pro- 
phecies, or national events, or personal narrtLtives, that all 
point to the Chnroh of God under the Great Messiah ; and so, 
in expounding the Old Testament ScrlptiireB, by searching out 
colemporary and snbseqaent histories, and bringing together 
things new amd old, from tar and near, for the purpose of com- 
prehending these Old Testament Scripturea, onr great object 
always is to make the Messiah appear as He really is, the Re- 
deemer of the world. I have attempted always in interpreting 
theWordof God, to follow the cula of Bengel r "Put nothing 
into the Scriptures, but draw everything ./i'oira them, and suffer 
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INTEODUCTION. SVll 

nothing to remain hidden tlint is really in them," I do not, 
however, understaucl it to be the duty of an expositor of the 
Word of God, to go through it Belecting only " the berriea and 
leaving the rest as fit only for the prnning hook ;" bnt to take 
all the Scriptures together and jiiat as they are, and to explain 
Scripture by Scripture, and that remembering the character 
of his audienoe, he will endeaTor to have the true text, restore 
and defend it, then exhibit the meaning and force of the lan- 
guage employed, explain tte oii-cmastflncea under Thich the 
portion he is considering was uttered or written, and in a 
word, as far as possible, he will try so to enlight^ hii hearera 
that the;/ may bsm a condiUon to understand the Scr^tures mii- 
lar to that of the Aeorer« of the Prophets and Apostles Ihem- 
aehes. The Church of God in the days of the Prophets, and 
of JesuB Christ and his Apostles, did not require annotations, 
illnstratiouB, Bible dictionaries, geographies of the Holy Land, 
and maps and descriptions of the bh^ds, beasts and flowers of 
the country, nor of the manners and customs of the people. 
These were all iamiliar to them; they were immersed in the 
knowledge of local and naljonai histories and customs, as 
they were in the atmosphere of the Holy Mountains. Accord, 
ingly, in the first ages of the Church, we haye no commen- 
taries, but the preaching was expository and hoiniletic. If 
Paul 15 in the synagogue, his test is out of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tares ) andhis argument is to show that, accordjngto the Scrip- 
tures, Jesns is Chdst. If he is on Mars' Mil, his text is the 
Athenian altar to the trnMotm God, and his prooft and illus- 
trations are from Greek authors and from the works of the 
Supreme Being, What ai'e dead languages to ns were Ijying 
tongues to them, and the knowledge of their times, which we 
have to acquire by much study, was their common patilmony. 
The most learned men of our day are hardly as well aeqn^nted 
with some of the idioms, proyerbs and local customs, some 
knowledge of which is necessary to the elucidation of the 
Bible, as the children of the Church were in the days of the 
Prophets and of the Apostles. It fakes much study therefore 
to put us on the same platform to hear the early teachers of 
religion, that their hewers occupied. 
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KViU INTRODUCTION. 

It ig my firm coiivistjon — a coavictioa tiiiit has fixed itself 
more and move deeply in my mind, year after year, that the 
bast, and iudeed the only way to resist suBcesBfiilly the es- 
tremes of error, fanaticism and rationalism, to which we are 
exposed, is to give more heed to the word of God. The ijld 
Testament ought to be read with mora simplicity and Immility, 
and with a greater disposition to rely upon its statements, and 
to apply its truths to onrselTea. The Old Testament is not a 
mere Hebrew ritual, aor a mei-e political hand-book of the 
ancient Jews. It is as much a part of the word of the liTing 
God as is the New Testament, and wa are to study it as wall 
as the New Testament, if W9 desire to know the will of God. 
The want of the Church, in our day, is earnest faith ; and 
this is wanting, in part, because the Old Testament is not 
studied, and its meaning clearly apprehended. While we hays 
the histoi'y of God's chosen people in the Old Testament, their 
aational characteristics , and fortunes, do not eslianst its mean- 
ing. The God of the Bible ia Just as near to America as to 
Western Asia. The living God is as near to us as He was to 
Abraham and Moses, although His presence is not manifested 
in the same way. As the ctuiou of Inspired Scripture is closed, 
BO we are not to look for new, nor other ceyelations, neither 
by visions, voices, nor dreams, nor angels, nor spirits, aor in- 
ternal illumination ; neither to add to, nor even to explain to 
US the Bible, But the goTemmeat of God is as actfutl in our 
day as in the days of Moses— as real otap Americans as over 
the Hebrews — though, for obvious reasons, the form, or sym- 
bol, of its manifestation is different. We ought then to study 
the lives of Bible men and women, not as men and women in 
a book, or in a picture gallery, that were painted from fancy, 
but as real men and women like ourselves — and not as pro- 
flies, but as full-faced human beings. I do not understand the 
rationale of Bible narratives as sti-ipping them of their super- 
natural, or Divine and theological adjuncts. These narratives 
are true histories, and were written by holy men of old, as 
they were moved thereto by the Holy Spirit. The men and 
women of the Bible are made known to us by their doings, 
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INTHODTJCTION. SIX 

aiiii, US we look iit the pjotares, irithoat rec[i.iiiiiig the name 
to be written below, we are made to feel, by the clear light 
that falls apoa tbem from above, that they are trne pictures, 
and inimitalily eseoutsd. There is a dramatic power in the 
performances of Bible penmen that no mere human artist ever 
possessed. And this dramatio power consists, in part, in se- 
lecting a man — a common man — a man not distinguislied, so 
far aa we can see, by any peculiar gifts above bis feEows — -Hj 
man who eeema to be fl«sb and blood — agitated with the same 
passions, hopes and feais, as ourselves— and yet, to bring tbis 
hnman, material, sinful man, so livingly before as, that while 
we feel that he is indeed an individual of the earth, earthy, 
that yet he is more than an ordinary man— he is a sample 
man— a teaohicg man — a reprosButative man— a man set forth 
by the spirit of God to illnsfaate the Divine displeasure at sin, 
or the Divine goodness. If I do not succeed in revealing, as 
I would in my Bible readings and expositions, the thought 
that here possesses me, still, I am perfectly sure, there is a 
grand purpose in God's plan in having revealed to ns so large 
a portion of saving truth in biographies. And I am more and 
more convinced, that one great cause of the modern growth 
of fanaticiBm and infidelity, is to be found in tbe departure 
of so many teachers from the custom of reading and esponnd- 
ing the word of God. It is worthy of serions consideration, 
whether there is not, and to what an extent, in our djiy, in the 
topical, metaphysical preaching of many, and in not a few of 
onr popular tracts and treatises on practical and esperimental 
religion, theological essays, religious taJes, and pious novels — 
which are worse than "the pious frauds of the dark ages" — a 
dangerous tendency to draw away the public mind from the 
Book of God. Par he it ftom me to undervalne good books. 
Bather lot us thank God for tbe genius, learning, talent, enter- 
prise and wealth that have been employed in the publication 
of religious works; but, I submit it as an humble monitum, 
or inquiry, whether the frequent religious meetings, the cram- 
ming of the Lord's day, and the tendency of the popular 
religious literature, of our day, is not toward a substituting 
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.■ION. 

of tracte flJid books, and newspapers aJioiii i-eligion, for the 
Book of the Lord, wiioh, in itself, combines, in the utmost 
plentitude and purity, itll that is serviceable to tl\e health of 
the soul. How mueli beitei-j for one truly serious, and ans- 
ionsly inquiring the way to be saved, to read tlie word of God 
itself, and then get down on his kneea, in his closet, and bow 
his soul BB well as his body, as Paul did, when it was eaid of 
him, " behold he prayeth," and thus plead with God for the 
enlightenment of his Holy Spirit, rather than to read a whole 
bundle of human traotg, or listen to a studied nan'ative of his 
neighbor's eonTcrsion in a public meeting. There is no hand- 
book for reylvals like the inspired history of remarkable Bible 
oonversiona. For family readiug, and catechising on the 
afternoon of the Lord's day, the hot-house system, now so 
much in vogue, is a poor Bubstitute. For the family, and 
the place of business, the church and the world, there can 
be uo inb'tituLe for the Bible. It is our only hope. The his- 
tory of Chiistianity shows that it has always flouriahed most 
when it IS ius1 let aloue by Cffisar. It seeks not promotion, 
but Biippie protection from the State. And history now shows, 
that the first step m. tlie church from the Bible, is a step 
toward erroi In the measnre that we neglect, depart from, 
oi substitute any other writings in the place of the Holy 
Scnptmea, in, precisely the some measure we tlirow open the 
gates to the enemy It must be remembered, as a highly sig- 
nificant fact, that oui Lord contented himself, in his solitary 
combat with the devil, and completely foiled him, in all his 
assaults by simply saying: Jl is imitUn. And if the " It is 
written ol his diy that is, Moses and the prophefB, was suf- 
ficient how much more ought we to rely upon the whole 
Bible? 

TVbatBTei candil tenders may think of the manner in which 
this lolume is written, I apprehend they will all agree that 
the history of EsiHBti is one of the most beautifulaud interest- 
ing books of the Old Testament. Thesepages are not theresnlt 
of undistiiibed literary leisure. Vei7 far from it. They have 
been written under the pressure of ardnous pastoral duties — 
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uadertlio weight of the ansious soul-coi m g t! 1 1 

long to a lutge eongi'egatioD., in a new &t t d th fi t 
years of a great commerciftl city. Tlia h y p f tli 

author woald be the laat maa to helie N f 1 

more sensibly than he does that impErf t tt h t 11 

Mb effoi"ts, both from, the press and ihe i il] t It th t 
asked, Wily are theypablished? the an w paitlyb 

the worlt has heea called for by ftiend wh w li th 
author did not feel at liberty to disreg I d p tly 1 
cause, as heretofore, so now, he is dasir f i „ all h 
toward tile promotion of a sonnd Ohristiau literature on this 
coast. " To do good," saya Lord Bacon, " is the true and 
lawful end of aspiring. Merit and good worlis is the end of 
man's motion, and conscience of tbe eame is tie aocom- 
plisliiaent of man's rest ; for, if man can be a partaker of 
Clod's theater (or workshop,) he will be a partaker also of 
God's rest." 

It may beproper here also to say, that I have complied with 
the wish of those who requested these lectures to be pub- 
lished, (that tbfly should be published Just as fliej were de- 
lirerad,) as tkr as it has been within my power to recall and 
write out, from my manuaeript uotes, the precise language 
and illustrations used from tlie pulpit, with liie following ex- 
ceptions, namely, that the leotnres are divided into chapters, 
which are shorter ; andapart of whatwas deliTeredin the laat 
lecture is inserted in the fourteenth chapter, because it seemed 
to belong rather to that part of the history. And, as in the 
great oTerland journey across our continent, the way is une- 
qual— there is a Tariety of mountains and valleys, long and 
short stations, high hills and wide plains, and dark mountain 
gorges^so, also, is the Volume of Inspiration. And, as in the 
overland route, similar views are often presented, repeating 
the visions already past, and yet not the same ; so here, ia the 
followmg pages, there may seem to be repetitions, not so much 
of words as of ideas. If so, the r' 
the fact, that 1 have endeavored t 
tbod of the sacred narrative itself, and to present the thoughts 
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and lessons thereon just as tliey Btarted up before me, taking 
the pictucee of the w&y just as tliey came to hand. I could 
have aToided this, if I liad ttionght it beat to do so ; but as it 
waa my wish to follow tlie dirine method, as &r aa I couid, 
in pvesonting and ej:plaimng and Tindicating the laws, the 
Word and the wajs of the Lord, and as similar erenta are re- 
peated in the test, bo similar leaaons aie taught. Second!^, it 
has, also, jnst been said, that it was deemed best to puhlish 
these aiscourses, as nearly as possihle, word for word, just as 
thej were delivered ftom the pulpit, and as their deliveiy ex- 
tended through several weeks, and waa, in part, before differ- 
ent aadiecees, so some repetition was necessary, and, partly 
for the same reason, is stiU retained. And I am the more re- 
conciled to have it so, from the fact that this ia the Bible 
method, not only in Esther, but generally— namely, to teach 
little by little, line upon line, and precept upon precept. Aa 
it is pleasant to the traveler to have a change of scenery^ 
rathw than to hsTS all the mountains together, and then al] 
tbe hills, and then notliing but a wide plain ; just so it is in 
histoiy, the pictures are always changuig and alwaya repeat- 
ing themselvea, and yet they are not the same. 

The errors and skeptical objections which it is hoped this 
volume way refute, or remove from the minda of candid in- 
ijairers after truth, are not always enumerated, nor the names 
of their advocates and the titles of their works given. Thia 
has not seemed to be nooessary. All opinions and objections 
as ftir aa Iknow ace fairly represented, but the size of the vol- 
ume and many other reasons forbid their full elaboration. I 
do not see that in order to know the right way to a place, we 
must first hunt out and eiploi'e, by a personal survey, all the 
tracks and by-waya that lead away from it. It may be that 
some of my readers are in happy ignorance of the errors I have 
tried to refute ; if so, they will not perceive my allusions, nor 
is it necessary they should. Ob the other hand, those Vfho are 
aoiiuaiuted with them will be able I hope to understand the 
reflitation offered. Aa to the trnth of some of the quotations 
used in this volume from old authors and from the reports of 
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the Royal Asiatic Society, and otlier readings of n 
I have only to Bay with Pliny, " Penes auctores sit fides." 
While I believe them, to bs reliable and substantially oon'ect, 
I beg that tile authors themselves may be held respeotiyely 
responsible. And while I have freely used, all the authors 
within my reach that afforded me what I considered I'Oliable 
help in esplaiiiing the saored test, yet as far as I know, all dne 
acknowledgments are made in the body of the work, and as 
for 88 my knowledge goes, this is the only Tolume of the kind 
offered to the public on the Book of Esther, Indeed one 
reason why, in my humble publications, I hare selected such 
subjects as " The Wedge of Gold," "Samson, the Giant Judge," 
aaHiiiB Mebrcvi-Persian Qveeit, is tliat these portions of one holy 
writings seemed to be almost overlooked. As Truth is of too 
noble and holy a nature to be forced upon mankind, I have 
only to add as one before me has done: "Pray, place the Holy 
Scriptures, kind Eeader, before you on the desk of your heart, 
and acquaint yourself with the whole matter, before you arrive 
at a decision." "Happy is he that speaketh in the ears of 
them that will hear." Sod Almighty bless all the readers of 
tills volume. Anien. 

W. A. SCOTT, 
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CHAPTER I. 



PERSIA PAST AND PRESENT, 

"And see — the Sim himself I — on wings 
Of glory up tba Bast lie springs 
Angel of light! ■■ — 

Where are the days, thou wondrous sphere, 
Wlian. Iean, like a sun-flower turned 
To meet that eye where'er it burnad? 

WheD, from the bants of BbbdeeheBB 
To the nut-groTes of Samarcand 
Thy temples flam'd o'er all the land? 
Where are they 7 ask the shades of them 

Who, on OiDEssiA'e bloody plaina, 
Saw fierce invaders plnolt the gem 
Prom Iban'b broken diadem." — Lalla Eookk. 

The wars of Persia witti G-reeoe, the lives of Orieatal 
princes, and tales and illustrations of the maniiers of 
the Bast a long time ago, are a part of the eai'lj studies 
of our boyhood, and a never failing source of amuse- 
ment to an enlightened mind, through all the periods 
of life down to old age. Even the loftiest strains of 
poetry in our holy prophetical books — the noblest out- 
pourings of Hebrew song are about the people who 
lived on the Tigris and the Euphrates more thaa two 
thousaud years ago. And even now, it is found after 
centuries for research and examination, and after the 
wonderful discoveries of Botta, Layard, Bawlinaon and 
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otLeis that the Hthiew ^Liiptuie^ itp the hc^tguule 
t> the Ei«t — thit the minutest alluswni m tht Bihlc 
to the Labits of the people of Bible land's, and thit 
even the details of then wus and ieljgioo=! ind cus 
toms, given bj the father uf profane hit.toiy, aia so 
accurately told that the histoiy of the mhibitants of 
those cuuntiies in the present daj, written fiom actual 
obsLivation, varieB in but few thiiigi from that of 
Herodotus 

In our day, the long sleep of OiientaJ literatuie ih 
bioLen— noTei agiin to be lesumed Its nntombed 
leooids hive issuined a phoe in historic value, above 
the chssic gloiy of b-ieeoe in d Rome The 'scholar, 
the antiquiiiin, and the lutei-pieterof ineieut lecord?, 
have vast treasures of priceless worth now opened to 
tiem that were hidden for ages. The fall of Ooustan- 
tinople somewhat retarded Oriental studies by the con- 
seq t 1 f C k ! whi h w f 11' w I 

by th t t p t th ■ft t Tl t 

den y t ti tt t g to G k 1 te t d 

■ of p int g w t 1 y a. I th lea t tl E t 

asfblus 11 Etfthltth 

tur E p t 1 d h i 1 1 11 

gent th h tl t h b pp ly It d 

in [J es t tta m t 

A, w d us t h 1 t I w t] 

som f tl t k bl p g d f 

the m t t 1 y t t t P b f 

ref t t 1 g 1 7 h t J y t 

enable us to form something like a connect opinion con- 
cerning its institutions. AU men of letters have admired 
her poete, Jami, Majin, Saadi and Firdtisi; but 
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Peism h:\s been admired for sonietliing move tliiin lier 
poets. AlesaQdeT the Great intensely coveted her do- 
minions, not 80 mtieli because she wais the favorite 
country of the imagination, aa beeanse sbe was wealthy 
and powerfwl. The legends of the golden egg, and 
like fiinoies, do not solve the great question, why Alex- 
ander marched his armies across her 160:11017. Was 
it then to revenge Greece for Persian invasions before 
his day ? or was it merely to imitate the esploits of 
Aobilles, whom he greatly admired, and whose his- 
tory he diligently studied ? No. I believe his was a 
nobler ambition — an anbition as justifialle as that 
which inspired Napoleoi when he in\ided Egypt ard 
dreamed of an Oriental eiupiie — an anbition in every 
way as justifiable as that f the English in the c nquest 
of India, or of China — tbe vei^ S'ime in ubstance 
that now moves all the great powers f f Buiope and the 
United States, to seek an extension of tbcu iniuence 
over the populous regions of the I ist nim ly to 
carry European, thut is, as it was called in Alexander s 
day, Greele enterprise into Asia and theieiy awaken 
its decaying kingdoms, and stunulat* tlicm t tra le 
and civilization. No doubt he wwhed it the same 
time that he was thus aiousing them t in ke them 
develop the riches of tiieir country and donbtless also 
te was quite willing, as a conqueioi to take the lion a 
share, but in as honorable a wiy as is pr cticed m our 
day. That such views were entertame 1 by him is 
proven from his enlarged ideas of trade and his build 
iiig of cities and highways of travel anl cimmeree 

These remarks ai-e made not foi the purpose of 
indorsing the wars of Alex'mdei the Great 1 ut because 
2a 
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it seems tome, justice lias rarely beeu done toliis genius 
and policy. Many cities were founded by him and the 
clearness of his foresight and the soundness of his 
judgment are seen in their continuance to this day as 
great seats of trade. And so gi'eat is the popularity of 
hia BBuie even in our times that many of the tribes of 
the East, claim to be Ma descendaats. He was a 
Pagan, and did many very wicked things, but in his 
desire to possess Persia, and to advance into India from 
the west, he has been often imitated, and has his suo. 
oessora in our day among several Christian crowns. 
Persia was the scene of some of his greatest exploits. 
Ohinghia-Khan and Timui'-lane also led tlieir plunder- 
ing hosts over the same mountains and plains. Koman 
Emperors and generals and Moslem Kaliphs were in 
their day familiai with its cities and fortresses and 
battle-plains. As in &pain first civilized by the Phe- 
niciaos and lung possessed by the Moors, we find Pagan, 
Roman and Bistein customs long obsolete elsewhere 
turning up at every step in the cabinet and io the cam- 
paign, in the palace and in the house, field and church; 
so it is in Persia. It is in Persia as much — perhaps 
more than in any other laad that we find in our day 
ancient customs preserved with, the greatest tenacity— 
especially such as are referred to in the Bible. The 
mountain-ranges and rivers and physical features of 
Persia are now as they were when Alexander conquered 
her and Xenophon wrote his classic chaptera. No 
cazials have been dug, no railroads built, and the posts 
are inferior to those of Cyrus. And the manners of 
the people are less changed than in any other oriental 
nation. The throne of the Shah is shorn indeed of 
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some of the briglit benins of tlie ancient dynasties of 
Persia, but still it recalls the gloiy of Cyras, and the 
power of Dariua and Sapor. " In Egypt," eaya " The 
Modern Traveller," " the intrnsive Turk or Mamlouk, 
the degraded Copt, or the miserable Fellah, are dwarfed 
beside the gigantic monuments of the past, and hardly 
appear to belong to a scene where art and nature seem 
alike eternal and man is nothing ; ia Pei-sia it is the 
living Bcene, the faded yet still imposing pageantry, 
the various tribes, and the diversified traits of human 
character that chiefly occupy attention, and by these 
faithful transcripts of the former ages it is that tlie 
imagination is transported far back into the past* 

Although Persia, in her earliest ages, seems to have 
altogether wanted the poet historian, she was not want- 
ing in royal scribes. These secretaries, Mirzas, as they 
are called in modern times, were constantly with their 
kings — at feasts and councils, and on the field of bat- 
tle. It -was their duty to note down at the time his 
words, and make a record of his deeds. A similar cus- 
tom prevailed among most Adatic nations. Tlie Mo- 
gul coniioeTOrs had their scribes. Tlie great Hyder 
AH nsed to appear in public surrounded by forty secre- 
taries. Such records doubtless were the chronicles de- 
po.sited at Babylon, Bcbatana, and Susa. The personal 
anecdotes and private conversations presei-ved by Herod- 
otus, ai-e probably a fair specimen of these records. 
They were not designed to be a history of the empire, 
nor of the people, but of the court. Herod, vii. 100, 
vi. 98 ; viii. 96, and Ezra, vi. i. Esther, vi. i. We 
shall have occasion to speaii of them again. 



byGoogle 



30 THE HEBREW- PEESIAN QUEEN. 

The gvaat historio poets of Persia arc Mirkhonct anJ. 
Firdusi, and Khondemir, son of Mirkhond. Theii- 
memorials of tlie empire are partly from traditions, and 
partly from records, and are very valuable aaexponaots 
of tlie inner life — the thoiigtts, manners nnd customs, 
of their forefathers. They tell us that the ancient 
name of Pei-sia was Jrcwi-, and that ten tribea were 
united in composing its first inhabitants. According to 
Mohammedan writers, the founder of the Piachadian 
dynasty the firet monarch of Pei-sia was Kaioniurs, the 
son of Taaaa Asam, the grandson of Noah. And that 
he was a long time eubjeot to the Mi^icians, hut at 
length emancipated himself from their tyranny, by the 
aid of tigei-s, panthers and lions. The famous Jamshid, 
his nephew, succeeded his eon Hcshung, who was his 
immediate suooesBor. The legends concerning Jamsh id 
are numerous and curious. They suit for an epic rather 
than for a sober history. As a history of Persia, how- 
ever, beyond Cyrus, we Lave nothing hettor than the 
fabulous annals of Jamshid and his successoi's. 

Impenetrable obscurity reigns over the early history 
of Persia. Most of the eai'ly Persian writers have so 
mixed up theii' histoiy with tales of griffins, monster 
g\auts and fairies, that no sober or reliable account can 
be gathered from their writings. According to some 
of them, several of the fii-st kings of the dynasty which 
they cal! the Piscbadian, reigned from five hundred to 
one thouBand years each. The order of its rise seems 
to be Iran, Turan, and then Assyria, and then a second 
Persian dynasty of the Kaianites, and then Media, un- 
der Oyasares, and then Persia proper under Cyrus 
the Great. Xenophon traces tlie pedigree of Cyrus up 
to Ferses, who gave name to the country. 
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The first name by which Persia is known to m m 
the Bible is Elam, Gen, xiv. 1, which is to be regarded 
as identical with Kurdistan and KhuzisUn. The date 
of the events spoken of in Genesis is thought by "Vaux 
and others to be contemporary with the beginning of 
the Assyrian and Babylonian empires. Baikh, (Eaetra,) 
the capital of Kaiomnrs, is considered in the East as 
the oldest city on the globe. It is called Oinm-al-belad, 
the mothei- of cities. From the time of Abraham, when 
Elam was a kingdom, to Isaiah, nothing occurs in 
sacred history that belongs especially to Persia. Isaiah, 
however, speaks of the Elamites as a wai-like nation, 
"bearing the quiver," ssii. 6. And thia account 
agrees exactly with what Strabo says of the mountaineers 
of Elymais. Jeremiah (xUx. 34, 39) foretells the over- 
throw of Elam and its subsequent recovery, which his- 
tory records as fulfilled. 

The hero of Firdusi is Rustam, but Sir John Mal- 
colm labors with gi-eat zeal to show that the Ka-l^Ehosru 
of this poet is Cyrus the Great. This is probably cor- 
rect; and the poem itself, Shah Nameh, is a wonderful 
illnstvation of how the fi'agments of hlstciy may be em- 
balmed in poetiy. The fragments from which he com- 
posed this work were in Pehlvi, and are interepersed 
with inoidents and exploits belonging to the history of 
China, India aucl Turan, while there is no allusion to 
the kings of Assyria, Egypt or Babylon. The tradi- 
tions of the East say that Gyms' mother was a Jewess, 
and on that account he was so favorably inclined to that 
remarkable people. For some four centuries the Romans 
called the rulers of Persia by the name of Khosrus or 
Ghosroes, that is, Cyrus. The Kai occurring so often 
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iu the liistory of ancient Pei-sia, means Kwg ; and is 
suceeeded by Shah ia our day. 

The order of the empires that rose on tJie Tigiis and 
the Euplirates is after this manner : The Assyrian, 
Chaldean and Medo-Persian, the G-reek, Roman and 
Saracen, which was succeeded hy the Persian kingdom 
of our own day. The AssjAsn empire, of whioh Nine- 
veh was the cMef city, was prohab]y founded by Nimrod. 
It unquestionably goes hack to a very eai-ly period after 
the flood. The area of the Persian dominions iu 
Esther'sday wastheseat of the great empiresof Daniel's 
visions, which, as to time and manner, rose to power 
aad passed away with an astonishing conformity to his 
predictions. 

But little is known of IVIedian histoiy. TheMedes 
are believed to Lave been an intelligent aud wealthy 
people long previous to the Persian conquest. Their 
government was despotic, but the etiquette and stric- 
tures of their ooui-t remarkable. CymatheGi-eat, who 
is to be regarded as the founder of the Persia of his- 
toiy, made Media, by forcible seizui-o, a part of the 
Persian empire. His dominions occupied the regions 
of all the older empires of that part of the globe that 
had preceded him. The period of our Eebrcia-pEraian 
Queen is about 500 years before the birih of Clirist, 
and lies between the famous battle of Marathon and the 
retreat of the ten thousaud Greeks. Postumius and 
Furius being consuls at Eome. The Chaldean monar- 
chy, the lion empire of the Hebrew prophet, has past 
away. All comes to pass in its day just as Danielsees 
and describes it standing on the banks of the river 
Ulai (EuIasTis of the Greeks). Medes and Persians, 
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Greeks and Romans, take their places in history pre- 
oisely according to the prophet's assignment, jnst as if 
they were pieces played by an invisible master on the 
Chess-board of the Universe. The two-horned ram of 
Daniel signified the Medo-Persian kingdom. And the 
proof is complete that Persia was represented at first 
by a lam This is seen in ancient coins and from the 
sculptures on the pillars of Persepolis. Ammianua 
M-uceUmns espressly says that "the King of Persia 
wore a ram's head of gold, set with precious stones, 
instead of a diadem." And it is also abundantly in 
proof, that as Persia waa represented by a ram, so was 
Macedonia hy a goat, and both these symbols agree 
with Daniel's vision. The story is that the fii-st colony 
of Micedon were directed to take a "oat for a guide 
d th t th y w t build ty wl th 1 1 
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by liis friend and ally, Abradat «, but at hi'^ dpitli it 
was incorporated with the Peranii monirchy Should 
yoa ever travel through it, yoii will find the northern 
pai-t of it hilly, while the cential portion of it is a 
great plain, the greater pai't of which is \Liy feitile, 
but the southern and eastern pai-t la chiefly a sandy 
desert, or estensive morasses. The banks of the rivera, 
in the southern and eastern portions, are capable of 
oultjyation. Rice, indigo, wheat, barley, poppies, dates 
and sugar cone ai-e raised. The climate is considered 
remarkably healthy; so much so, that the inhabitants 
of the sttiTounding proYiiicea resort to it when sick, 
jast as the old Ronaan invalids used to go fe Ej^ypt. 
The winters are mild, and the springs proverbially the 
delight of the earth. In the summer the heat, how- 
ever B SO ntense that the people spend the day in 
subter an can chambei-s, and sleep on the house tops, in 
the opea a at night. The chief trade of Sliuster is 
in op m ndigo and sugar. Opium is produced here 
n i^reat j entities from the lai'ge and beautiful Oiiea- 
tal poppy. The sugai- of the country is very fine, and 
produced in a considerable quantity. The lusuriance 
of the sugar cane, and the excellence of the manufac- 
tured sugar is so great that the province is said to have 
its name from its staple commodity — Khuzistan, that 
is, sugar country. 

The animals of this country are jackals and hyenas, 
which are very numerous, and their nightly bowlings 
a great annoyance. Antelopes and gazelles are numer- 
ous, and the winged songsters are the same that are 
found in southern Europe. Locusts, aJl sorts of lizards 
and insects, and venomous reptiles sj'e found in great 
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abundsmce. This is the countrj, a!so, of the oamel 
and of the wUd ssb, the wild hoar and the lion. " The 
wild ass of the wilderneas that snuffeth up the wind at 
her pleasure," is a beautiful creature, and so swift in 
her native wilds that she can be caught on!y by relays 
of horses and dogs. 

It is foreign to my present purpose to dwell on the 
history of Persia from the death of Esther to the de- 
feat of the Persians by the Arabs on "the bloody 
plains of Cadessia," where Iran's ancient diadem was 
broken, or to speak of Persia under the Saracens, and 
of her emancipation from them, and her present 
dynasty of Shahs. This belongs properly to the gene- 
ral historian and to the political writew of the great 
Powera of Europe and Asia, who are all straggling to 
get the asceEdancy in Persia, ji^t as heire intrigue for 
a dying man's estates. Of the Tartars, the Seljukian 
Turks, Turkomans, "the white sheep dynasty" of 
Hassan, Hussein, Gengis-Khan, Nader Shah the 
great Moguls," " the terrible Afghans," Irak Sh az 
Bagdad and Mostd, and of the fight between tl e Bi t 
ish lion and the Russian boar for the vineyar 1 f the 
Persian Nabotha, I shall say nothing. ? e I a 
however, as the poet says, that 

" All regioas, ravoliitioiiB, fortunes, fates 
Of high, of low, of mind and matwr, roll 
Through the short chaanels of expiring time, 
Or shoreless ocean of eternity. 
In absolute Bubjaclion" 

to the mandate of Him who aetteth up one and oastcth 
down another, and doeth His will on earth and in the 
armies of heaven. 

Happy then that people whose God is the Lord. 
Happy the nation that trusts in the Great Disposer of 
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human events, amid tlio ever- changing scenes of time. 
In an empire so vast and so populous as that of the 
great king Abaeuerus, there were many large cities, of 
which little beyond their names, or the simple fact of 
their having once existed, is now kaoira. It is diffi- 
cult, and has, in fact, been done only in a few in- 
stanoes, to identify the mouldering remnants of cities 
.that ai-e scattered oTer the vast tracts of Persia, with 
the names of the cities described in the ancient histoiy 
of that country. 

But the same tiling is true of the mighty cities of 
Egypt, Babylon and Greece. And is there not a day 
coming when the mighty cities of our times shall be as 
these mighty cities of old now are ? "A school boy's 
tale, the wonder of an hour." The reins of the Universe 
however ai-e in the hands of the same Supreme Ruler 
that governed the world when Ahasueros reigned from 
India to Ethiopia. The hand of God is just as truly in 
the modem as in the ancient history of Persia. There 
is a God that judgeth in the earth in America, just as 
much as in Asia. His eye and Lis laws are just as 
much over London and San Francisco, as they ever 
were over Babylon and Susa. It is just as true now, 
as when Mordecai was made Grand Vizier,that " there 
is a reward for the righteous," We have then a per- 
sonal interest in keeping the commandments of our 
God, for in keeping of them thereis great reward. And 
we have a deep personal interest in escaping from the 
wrath to come ! Let us then well consider the great 
question of the poet : 

That day of wrath, that dreadful day, 
When heaven and earth shall pasa awaj, 
What power shall be tlie sinner's stay ? 
How shall he meet that dreadful diij- ? 
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Wlien Bliirering like a parched scroll, 
The flaming heaveas together roll I 
When louder yet, and yet more dread, 
Swells the high trump that wskes the dead : 

Oh 1 on that day, that wrathful day. 
When man to judgment waliea from clay, 
Be thon the trembling sinner's Etay, 
Though heaven and earth shall pass away. 

Sir Walter ScoU. 
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CHAPTER II. 



THE MEGILLOTII ESTHER. 

" Hast tlioii evev lieavd 

Of such a book? the author, God himself; 
The subject, God and man ; saJyation, life 
And death — eternal life, eternal death." 



" Read and revere the sacred page; a page 
Where trinmphs immortality ; a, page 
Which not the whole ereaUon could proiiwoe ; 
Which not the conflagration shall destroy; 
In Nature's rnins not one letter lost ; 
Tis printed in the mind of gods forever." 

There is a remarkable people scattered over the 
world who have preserved their identity aud national 
rites and festivals without having any home or any 
nationality on the face of the eai'th. Wherever they 
are found, from pole to pole, whether of fair complexion, 
as in Europe, or bronzed as in Asia, or "dark as any 
Ethiop" in Africa; whether speaking Ilnss, Polish, 
G-erman, Spanish, Italian, Hindoo, or Arabic or Eng- 
lish, they all observe an annual feast at which the fol- 
lowing narrative is read, just as Americans read the 
Declaration of Independence on the Fourth of Juli/. 
The Megilloth Esther, as they c:tll the saored roU which 
is read at the feast of Purim, 

"la not a theologic tract 

To prove with Hebrew and n'ith Arabic 
if Job be allegorj or a fkot, 
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of wliat happened to tlmiv fethers many years ago in 
the Laud of their captivity. The onginal is in Hebrew, 
aBd has heea preaorveij with great care and fidelity. 
The following ia the most faithful, elegant, and in eveiy 
way the beat translation that has yet been made of it 
into English. It was niade in the early part of the 
seventeenth century by some of the best seholai-s then 
living, at the special oommaad of a great and learned 
king of England, who had been educated by a Scotch 
pedagogue of great celebrity; 

THE MEGILLOTH ESTHER. 
Now it oaine to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this 
is Ahasuerus which reigtied from India even unto 
Ethiopia, over aa hnndred and seven and twenty pro- 
vinces r) that in those days, when the king Ahasuerus 
sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan 
the palace, in the third year of his reign, he made a 
feast unto all his prinoea and his sei-vants; the power 
of Persia and Media, the nobles aad princes of the 
provinces, being before hiia: whcu he showed the 
riches of his glorious kingdom and the honor of his 
excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and four- 
aoore days. And when these days were espired, the 
king made a feaat unto all the people that were present 
in Shushan the palace, both unto great and small, seven 
days, in the court of the garden of the king's palace; 
where were white, green, and blue hangings, fastened 
with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings and 
pillars of marble: the beds were of gold and silver, 
upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and bhick 
marble. And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, 
(the vessels being diverse one from another,) and royal 
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wine in abundance, according to the state of tlie king. 
And the di-inking was acoordiog to tiie law; none did 
compel: for Bo tlie Icing had appointed to all the officers 
of his house, that they should do according to every 
man's pleasure. Also Vashti the queea made a feast 
for the women in the royal hoiase which helonged to 
king Ahasuerus. 

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was 
meny with wine, he commaaded Mehuman, Biztha, 
Harhona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Cfireas, 
the seven chamherlaias that served in the presence of 
Ahasuerus the king, to bring Vashti the queen before 
the king with the crown royal, to show the people and 
the princes her beauty: for she was fair to look on. 
But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king's 
commandment by his chamberlains: therefore was the 
king very wroth, and his anger burned in him. 

Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the 
times, (fui so waB the king's manner toward all that 
knew law and judgment and the nest unto him was 
Oarsheni, Shethar, Admatha, Tai-shish, Meres, Marse- 
m and Memucan, the seven princes of Peraia and 
Media, which saw the king's face, and which sat the 
first m the kingdom;) what shall we do unto the queen 
Vashti according to law, because she hath not performed 
the commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the cham- 
berlains? And Memucan answered before the king 
and the princes, Vashti the queen hath not done wrong 
to the king only, but also to all the princes, and to all 
the people that are in all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen shall come 
abroad unto all women, so that they shall despise their 
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husbands in their eyes, when it shall be reported, The 
king Ahaaueras comumiided Vashti the queen to he 
brought in before him, but she came not. Likewise 
shall the ladies of Persia and Media aay this day unto 
all the king's princes, which haye heard of the deed of 
tlie queen. Thus shall there arise too much cnntenipt 
and wratli. If it please the king, let there go a royal 
commandment from him, and let it be written among 
the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that it be not 
altered, That Vashti come no more before king Aha- 
axieros; and let the king giye her royal estate unto 
anoth that b tt r than she. And when the king's 
dec wh h h 10 make shall be published through- 
out 11 hia mp (_for it is great,) all the wives shall 
giv h. th h b uds honor, both to great and small. 

Anl tl fciinng pleased the king and the princes; 
and th k ng d d according to the word of Slemucau : 
for he sent letters into all the king's provinces, into 
every province according to the writing thereof, and to 
every people after their language, that every man should 
bear rule in his own house; and that it should be pub- 
lished according to the language of every people. 

After these thiugs, when the wrath of king Ahasue- 
ru3 was appeased, he remembered Vashti, and what she 
had done, and what was decreed against her. Then 
said the king's servants that ministered unto him. Let 
there be fair youug virgins sought for the king; and 
let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his 
kingdom, that they may gather together all the fair 
young vir^ns unto Shushan the palace, to the house of 
the women, unto the custody of Hege the king's cham- 
berlain, keeper of the women; and let their things for 
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purifleatioii be given tliem : and let the maiden whieli 
pleaseth tlie king be queen instead of Vashti. And 
tlie tliiug pleased the Hug; and lie did so. 

Now iu Shnalian the pa]a,oe there was a certain Jew, 
whose name was ftlordecai, the son of Jair, the son 
of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite; who had 
been carried away from Jerusalem with the captivity 
which had been carried away with Jaconiah king of 
Judah, whom Nobuchadiiezzar the king of Babylon had 
carried away. And he brought up Hadassah, (that is, 
Esther,) his uncle's daughter: for she tad neither 
father nor mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful) 
whom Mordeoai, when her father and mother were 
dead, took for his own daughter. 

So it came to pass, wlieB the king's commandment 
and his decree was heard, and when many maidens 
were gathered together anto Shushan the palace, to the 
custody of Hegai, that Esther was brought also into the 
king's house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the 
women. And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained 
kindness of him; and he speedily gave her her things 
for purifloation, with such things as belonged to her, 
and seven maidens which were meet to be given 
out of the king's house: and he preferred her and hei 
maids unto the best place of the house of the women. 
Esther had not shewed her people nor her kindred: foi 
JMordecai had charged her that she should not sht 
And Mordecai walked every day before the court of the 
women's house, to know how Esther did, and what 
should become of her. 

Now when every maid's turn was come to go in to 
king AhasTiei-us, after that she had been twelve months. 
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according to the miinner of the women, (for so wore 
the days of their purifications accomplished, to wit, sis 
months with oil of myrrh, and ais montts with sweet 
odors, and with other ttiogs for the purifjing of the 
women;) then thus came every maiden unto the king; 
whatsoever she desired was given her to go with her 
out of the house of the women unto the ting's house. 
In the evening she went, and on the morrow she re- 
turned into the second house of the women, to the 
custody of Shaashgaa, the king's chamberlain, which 
kept the concubines; she came in unto the king no 
more, except the king delighted in her, aiid that she 
were caJled by name. 

Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abi- 
hail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for his 
daughter, was come to go in unto the king, she required 
nothing- but what Hegai the king's chamberlain, the 
keepe ot the wome ap[ ut 1 And Esther obtained 
tsty or n t! ^^ t f all th n th t looked upon her. 
So Esther was taken unto k n \hasuerus into his 
ho e royal n the tenth month whu h is the month 
Tebath n tl e seventh yea ot h s leign And the 
kmg loved Estl er ab e all tl e women, and she ob- 
tained o 11 e in 1 fav r n h s s ht moie than all the 
virg ns so that he set the yal c own upon her head, 
and m^de her queen instead ot "V ashti Then the king 
made a great feast unto all his pilule's and his servants, 
even Esther's feast; and he mide ■i release to the 
provinces, and gave gifts, according to the state of the 
king. And when the virgins were gathered together 
the second time, then Hovdecai sat in the king's gate. 
Esther had not yet shewed her kindred, nor her people, 
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as Mordoeai Lad cliarged her; for Esther did the com- 
ma,ndment of Mordecai, hke as when she was brought 
up with him. 

In those days, while Mordeoai sat in the king's gate, 
two of the king's etainbei'lains, Bigthan aud Teresh, 
of those which, kept the door, were wroth, and sought 
to lay hand on the king Ahasxierus. Aad the thing 
wag known to Mordecai, w3io told it unto Esther the 
queen; aud Esther certified the king thereof in Mor- 
decai's name. And when inquisition was made of the 
matter, it was found out; therefore they were both 
hanged on a tree : and it was written in the book of the 
Chi'onicles before the king. 

After these things did king Ahasuerus promoto 
Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and ad- 
Tanoed him, and set his seat above all the princes that 
were with him. And all the king's sei-vants that were 
ia the king's gate, bowed, and rcYerencod Haman; for 
the king had so commanded concerning him. But 
Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence. Then 
the king's servants which were in the king's gate, said 
unto Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king's 
commandment? Now it came to pass, when they 
spake daily unto him, and he heaikeiied not unto them, 
that they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai's mat- 
ters would stand ; for he had told them that he was a 
Jew. And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed 
not, nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of 
wrath. And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mor- 
decai alone ; for they had shewed him the people of 
Mordecai; wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the 
Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of 
Ahasuerus, even the people of JMordccai. 
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In the first rnontli, (that h, tlie motith Nison,) in 
the twelfth jear of kiog Ahasuerus, they oast Pur, 
that is, the lot, before Haman, from day to day, and 
from month to month, to the twelfth month, that ia, 
the month Adas-. 

And Hamaa said nnto king Ahasuerus, There is a 
certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among 
tho people ia all the provifloes of thy kingdom; and 
their laws are diverse fi-om all people; neither keep 
they the king's laws ; therefore it is not for the king's 
profit to suffer them. If it please the king, let it be 
written that they may he destroyed ; and I will pay 
ten thousand talents of silver to the hands of these 
that have the charge of the business, to bring it into 
the king's treasuries. And the king took his ring 
from his hand, and gave it unto Haman, the son of 
Hamniedatha the Agagite, the Jews' enemy. And the 
king said unto Haman, The silver is given to thee, the 
people also, to do with them as it aeemetli good to 
thee. Then were the king's scribes called on the thir- 
teenth day of the fii-st month, and there was written 
according to all that Haman had commanded unto the 
king's lieutenants, and to the governor that were over 
every province, and to the rulers of every people of 
eveiy province, according to the writing thereof, and 
to every people after their language ; in the name of 
king Ahasuems was it written, and sealed with the 
king's ring. And the letters were sent by poets into 
all the king's provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to 
cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little 
children and women, in one day, even upon the thir- 
teenth day of the twelfth month, which is tho month 
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AiIm, Euid to take tlie spoil of tliem for a prey. The 
copy of tlie writing for xi commandment to be givea in 
every province was publialed unto all people, that they 
should be ready agdnst that day. The posts went out, 
being hastened by tlie king's commandment, and the 
decree was given in Shushan the palace. And the 
king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city 
Shushan was perplexed. 

When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mor- 
deeai rent his clothes, and put on eaokelotb with ashes, 
aad went out into the midst of tlie city, and cried with 
a loud and a bitter orj ; And came even before the 
king's gate : for none might enter into the king's gate 
clothed with sackcloth. Aad in evciy province whith- 
ersoever the king's commandment and his decree came, 
there was gi-eat monrning among the Jews, and fast- 
ing, and weeping, and wailing ; and many lay in sack- 
cloth and ashes. 

go Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and 
told it her. Then was the queen exceedingly grieved ; 
and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take 
away his sackcloth irom himj but he received it not. 
Then called Esther for Hataoh, one of the king's cham- 
berlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon her, 
aad gave him a commaadmcnt to Mordecai, to know 
what it was, and why it was. So Hatach went forth 
to Mordecai, unto the street of the city, which was be- 
fore the king's gate, And Mordecai told him of all 
that had happened unto him, and of the sum of the 
money that Haman had promised to pay to the king's 
treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them. Also he gave 
him the copy of the writing of the decree that was 
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giyea at Shuslian to destroy them, to show it uuto 
Esther, and to declare it iiiito her, aud to charge her 
that she slottld go in unto the king, to make sapplication 
unto tiiu, and to make request before him for her peo- 
ple. And Hatach came and told Esther the words of 
Mordecai. 

Again Esther spake anto Hatach, and gave him 
commandment unto Mordecai ; All the king's servants, 
and the peopl f th k' ' p ' d k w th t 

whosocTer, h th m w m n hall iq to 

the kiDg into tl t wh t 11 1 th 

is one law of h t p t hin t d th pt k to 

wkom the k h 11 h Id t th g Id pt th t 

he may live btlh th alldt mn 

unto the k th thirty d y 4. 1 th y t Id t 
Mordecai Esth w ds Th M dec mm d d 
toanswerEth Tk nk tw k tl y Iftktth 1 alt 
^cape iu the king's house, more than all the Jews. 
Eor if thou altogether koldest thy peace at this time, 
then Bhall there enlargement and deliverance arise to 
the Jews from another place ; hut thoii and thy iiither's 
house shall be destroyed ; and who knoweth, whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for suoh a time as this ? 

Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this an- 
swer, Go, gather together all the Jews that are preeent 
in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neitlier eat nor 
drink three days, night or day : I also aud my maidens 
will fast likewise: and so will I go in untc the king, 
whioli is not according to the law ; and if I perish, I 
perish. So Blordeoai went his way, and did according 
to all that Esther had commanded him. 

Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther 
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put on her royal apparel, and stood in the inaer court 
of the king's house, over against the king's house ; and 
the klag sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, 
over against the gate of the house. And it was so, 
when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the 
court, that she obtained favor in his sight : and the 
king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in 
his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top 
of the sceptre. Then said the king unto her. What 
wilt thou, queen Esther f and what is thy request F it 
shall be even given thee to the half of the kingdom. 
Aud Esther answered. If it seem good unto the king, let 
the king aud Haman come this day unto the banquet 
that I have prepared for him. Then the king said. 
Cause Haman to make haste, that he may do as Esther 
hath said. 80 the king and Haman came to the ban- 
quet that Esther had prepared. 

And the king said uato Esther at the hanqiiet of 
wine, What is thy petition ? and it sliall be granted 
thee : and what is thy request ? even to the half of the . 
kingdom itehall be performed. Then answered Esther, 
and said. My petition and my request is : If I have 
found favour in the sight of the king, and if it please 
the king to gi'ant my petition, and to perform my re- 
quest, let the king and Haman come to the banquet 
that I shall prepare for them, and I wO! do to-moiTOW 
as the king hath said. 

Then went Haman forth that day joyful and with a 
glad heart: hut when Haman saw Mordeeai in the 
king's gate, that he stood not up, nor moved for him, 
he was full of indignation against Mordeeai. Never- 
theless, Haman refrained himself: and when he canie 
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home, he sent and called for tis Mends, and Zereslihis 
wife. And Hainan told tliem of the glory of his riches, 
and the multitude of his children, and all the things 
wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had 
advanced him above the pi-inces and servants of the 
king. Hamaii said moreover, Yea, Esther the queen 
did let no man come in with the king unto the banquet 
that she had prepared but myself ; and to-moii-ow a 
invited unto her also with the king. Yet all this a^ 
me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting 
at the king's gate. 

Then said Zei'eah his wife and all his friends unto 
tim, Let a gallows be made of fifty oubits high, and to- 
mon-ow speak tiou nnto the king that Mordecai maybe 
hanged thereon : then go thou in menily with the king 
unto the banquet. And the thing pleased Haman ; and 
he caused the gallows to be made. 

On that night could not the king sleep, and he com- 
manded to bring the book of records of the chronicles ; 
and they were read before the king. And it was found 
written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, 
two of the king's chamberlains, the keepera of the 
door, who sought to lay hand on the king Ahaauerus. 
And the iing said, What honour and dignity hath been 
dona to Moideoai for this ? Then said the king's ser- 
vants that ministered unto him, There is nothing done 
for him. And the king said. Who is in the court ? 
(Now Haman was come into the outward court of the 
king's house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordecai 
on the gallows that he had prepai-ed for him.) And 
the king's servants said unto him. Behold, Haman 
Btaudeth in the court. And the king said, Let him 
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come in. So Haman fame in. And the king aaid 
unto him, What shall be done unto the man whom the 
king dehghteth to honour? (Now Haman thought in 
Lis heai't, To whom would the king delight to do honour 
more than to myself?) And Haman answered the 
king, For the man whom the king delighteth to honour, 
Let the royal apparel he brought which the king ueeth 
to wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and 
the orowa-royal which is set upon hia head : And let 
this appai'el and horse be delivered to the hand of one 
of the king's most noble princes, that they may an-ay 
the man withal whom the king delighteth to honour, 
and bring Lim on horseback through the street of the 
city, and proclaim before him. Thus shall it be done to 
the man whom the king delighteth to honoiir. Then 
the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take the ap- 
parel and tie horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to 
Mordeoai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate : let 
nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken. Then took 
Haman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed Morde- 
oai, and brought him on horsebaek thi-ougii the street 
of the city, and proclaimed before him. Thus shall it 
be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to 

And Mordecai came again to the king's gate. But 
Haman hasted to his house mourning, and having his 
head covered. And Haman told Zeresh his wife and 
all hia friends every thing that had befallen him. Then 
said his wise men and Zeresh hia wife unto him. If 
Moi-decai be of the seed of the Jews, before whom thou 
hast begun to fall, thou shalt not prevail against him, 
but shalt surely fall before him. And while they were 
3a 
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yet talking vtith him, came the king's chamberlains, 
and hasted to bring Haniau unto the banquet that 
Esther had prepaj-ed. 

So the king and Hamaa oame to banquet with Esther 
the queen. And the king said again unto Batliei' 
on the second day of the banquet of wine, What is 
thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be granted 
thee: and what is thy request? and it shall be per- 
formed, even to the lialf of the kingdom. Then Es- 
ther the queen answered and said, If I have found 
favor in thy sigkt, king, and if it please the king, 
let my life be given me at my petition, and my people 
at my request: For we are sold, I and my people, to 
be deati-oyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we 
bad been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had held 
my tongue, although the enemy could not countervail 
the king's damage. 

Then tbe king Ahasueras answered and siud unto 
Esther the queen, Who is he, and where is he, that 
durst presume in his heai-t to do so? And Esther said. 
The adversary and enemy is this wioked Haraan. Then 
Haman was afraid before the king and the queen. 

And the king arising from the banquet of wine in 
his wrath went into the palace garden: and Haman 
stood up to make request for his life to Esther the 
queen: for he saw that there was evil determined 
against him by the king. Then the king returned out 
of the palace garden into the place of the banquet of 
wine; and Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon 
Esther was. Then said the king, Will he force the 
queen also before meia tbe house? As the word went 
out of the king's mouth, they covered Haman's face. 
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And Hai'bonah, one of the ehamlierlains, said before 
the king, Behold also the gaJlowa fifty oubits high, 
which Hainan had made for Mordeeai, who had spoken 
guod fur the king, standeth in the house of Haman. 
Then the king said, Hang him thereon. So they 
handed Haman on the gallows that he had prepared 
for Mordeeai. Then was the king's wi-ath pacified. 

On that day did the king Ahasuerua give the house 
of Hainan the Jews' enemy unto Esther the queen. 
And Moiilecai came before the king; for Esther had 
told what he was unto her And the king took off hie 
ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it 
unto Mordeeai. And Esther set Mordeeai over the 
house of Haman. 

And Esther spake yet again before the king, and 
fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears to 
put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his 
device that he had devised against the Jews. Then 
the king held out the golden sceptre toward Esther. 
So Esther arose, and stood before tho king. Aad said, 
If it please the king, and if I have found favor in his 
sight, and the thing seem right before the king, and I 
be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse the 
letters devised by Haman the eon of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, which he wi'ote to deetroy the Jews which 
are in all the king's provinces : For how can I endure 
to see the evil that shall come unto my people ? or how 
can I endure to see the destruction of my kindred ? 

■Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen 
and to Mordeeai the Jew, Behold, I have givea Esther 
the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon 
the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the Jews. 



bt Google 



54 THE HEBREW- PEE SI AN QL'EEN. 

Write je also fov the .Tews, as it liketh jou, in the 
king's name, and seal it with the king's ring: for the 
writing which is written in the king's name, and sealed 
with the king's ring, may no man reverse. Then were 
the king's scribes called at that time in the thii-d month, 
that is, the month Sivan, on the tki-ee and twentieth 
day thereof J and it was written according to all that 
Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to the lieu- 
tenants, and the deputies and ralera of the provinces 
which are from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred twenty 
and seven provinces, unto eveiy province according to 
the writing thereof, and nnto every people after their 
language, and to the Jews according to their writing, and 
according to their language. And he wrote in the king 
Ahasuerus' name, and sealed it with the king's ring, and 
Bent letters by posts on horseback, and riders on mules, 
camels, and young dromedaries : Wherein tie king 
granted the Jews which were in every city to gather 
themselves together, and to stand for their life, to de- 
stroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of 
the people and province that would assault them, both 
little .ones and women, and to take the spoil of them for 
a prey. Upon one day in all the provioces of king 
Ahasuerus, namely, upon the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, which is the month Acfar. The copy 
of the writing for a commandment to be given in every 
province was pnhlished unto all people, and that the 
Jews should he ready against that day to avenge them- 
selves on their enemies. So the posts that rode upon 
mules and camels went out, being hastened and pressed 
on by the king's commandment. And the decree was 
giveo at Shushan the palace. 
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And Movdecai went out from the presence of the 
king in royal apparel of blue and wliite, and with a 
great crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen 
and purple : and the city of Snehan rejoiced and was 
glad. The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and 
honor. And in eveiy province, and in every eity, 
withersoever the king's commandment and his decree 
came, the Jews bad joy and gladness, a feast and a good 
day. And many of the people of the land hecame 
Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, 
on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king's 
commandment and his decree drew near to be put in 
eseciition, in the day that the enemies of the Jews 
hoped to have power over tliem, (though it was turned 
to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them that 
hated them ;) The Jews gathered themselves together 
in their cities throughout all the provinces of the king 
Ahaauerus, to lay hand on such as sought their hurt : 
aad no man oould withstand them, for the fear of them 
fell upon all people. And all the rulers of the prov- 
inces, and the lieutenants, and the depxities, and offi- 
cers of the kiug helped the Jews ; because the fear of 
Mordecai fell upon them. Eor Moi-decai was great in 
the king's house, aad his fame went out throughout all 
the provinces : for this man Mordecai wased greater 
and greater. Thus the Jews smote all their enemieB 
with the stroke of the sword, and slaughter, and de- 
struction, aud did what they would unto thcrae that 
hated them. And in Shushan the palace the Jews 
slew and destroyed five hundred men. And Pai-shan- 
datha, and Dalphon, and Aepatha, and Poratha, and 
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Adfilia, aad Aridatha, and Parmastta, and Arisai, and 
Aridai and Vajezathft, the ten sons of Hamsn the son 
ofHammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, sleiv they ; 
but on the spoil laid they not their hand. On that day 
the number of those that were slain in Shushan the 
palace was brought before the king. 

And the kiog SEud unto Esther the queen, The Jews 
have slain and destroyed five hundred meu in Shushan 
the palace, and the ten sons of Hainan ; what ha^e 
they done in the rest of the ting's provinces? Now 
what is thy petition ? and it shall he granted thee : or 
what is thy reqiiest farther? and it shall be done. 
Then said Esther, if it please the ting, let it be granted 
the Jews which are in Shushan to do to-morrow also 
according unto this day's decree, and let Hamaa's ten 
sons be hanged upon the gallows. And the king com- 
manded it so to be done : and the decree was given at 
Shushan; and they hanged Haman's ten sons. For 
the Jews that were in Shushan gathered themselves 
together on the fourteenth day also of the month Adar, 
and Blew three hundred mea at Shushan ; but on the 
prey they laid not their hand. But the other Jews 
that were in the king's provinces gathered themselves 
together, and stood for their lives, and had i-est from 
their enemies, and slew of their foes seveaty and five 
thousand, but they laid not their hands ou the prey. 
On the thirteenth day of the month Adar ; and oa the 
fourteenth day of the same rested they, and made it a 
day of feasting and gladness. But the Jews that were 
at Sliushan assembled together on the thirteenth day 
thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; and on the 
fifteenth day of the same they rested, and made it a 
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drij of feasting anil gladness. Therefore the Jews of 
the villages, that dwelt in the unwalled towns, made 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of glad- 
ness and feasting, and a good day, and of seadiag por- 
tiona one to another. 

And Mordecai wrote these fchlogs, and sent lettera 
wnto all the Jews that wei-e in all the proTincea of the 
king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, to establish this 

m th th t th y lonld keep the fourteenth day 

f th m th 4. 1 d the fifteenth Aaj of the same^ 

y ail th 1 7 wh q the Jews rested from their 

m nd th m tl which was turned unto them 
fi m w to J iind f om mourning into a good day : 

th t tl J h uld mat them days of feajiting and joy, 
and t d g p t ne to another, and gifia to the 

p A d th J w dertook to do as they had be- 

g d Ts "M d h d written unto them; because 

H tl f H mmedatha, the Agagite, tlie 

tl y f 11 tl T ws, had devised agaiast the 

Twtiltythm d had east Pur, that is, the 
1 t t m th m d to destroy them; but when 

E th b f th k ng, he commanded by lettera 

thth wkddvi which he devised against the 
J w h Id t p his own head, and that he 

d his h 1 1 b h ged on the gallows. Where- 

f th y 11 d th d ys Purim, after the name of 
P T] f f 11 th w 1 f th I tt nd f 
tl t wh h th y I d n n u th m tt nd 

wl h I d m t tl m th J n 1 n 1 and 
t k p th m 1 p a tl si d p n all 
! j d t! 1 nto th m s t h uld 

t f I, th t th y w 1 1 ke p th e tw d j a d 
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peaoe and truth, to confirm these days of Purim in their 
times appointed, according as Mordecai the Jew and 
Esther the queen had enjoined them, aad as they had 
deci-eed for themselves and for their seed, the matters 
of the fastings and their cry. And the decree of Es- 
ther oonfirmed these matters of Puiiui ; and it was 
written in the book. 

And the king Ahasuerus laid a tribut-e upon the land, 
and upon the isles of the sea. And all the acts of his 
power and of his might, and the deeJai-ation of the great- 
ness of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him, 
are they not written in the hook of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Media and Persia ? For Mordecai the 
Jew was next unto king Ahasuenis, and gi-eat among 
the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his breth- 
ren, seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking 
peace to all his seed. 
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THTISE TIEEKEir RECORDS CREDIELE. 



" When yonder splieres aiiblime 

Peaied their ftrist notes to sound the march of time, 
Thy joyous youth hegan; but cot to fade — 
When all the sister planets have decayed ; 
Wben wrapt in flames the realms of ether glow, 
And Heaven's last thnnder shalies the world below ; 
Thou, pure, nnsoiled, shall o'er the rains smile I" 

It is a remark f tl 1 t \>\ D Ale 2 

that, "there ne h t d p -th t n 

whose history is ile,_ ti a; f tt t th t f 

the Jews." Th rt ly tni t th y 1 

always have bee P 1 I [1 -^ trao 1 y 
providence has al y b x 1 tow d tl m 

Up to the cat 7 w y to th B byl 1 p 

tivify, the histo -yftlaii fJw tailn 

their sacred foot Itsil q tttht tw 

hiiTe nothing co m th m b t f m t nd f 
these the Book of E th f th t I hi 

.During the peri 1 tth hitoybtw nth cap 
tivity and the coming of Christ, many important prophe- 
cies were fnlfllled; and in the days of Ezra, Nehemiah 
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and Esther, we find the origin of the moral condition 
and of the political and eoeleaiastical state of thiiiga 
that prevailed when Christ was horn. A knowledge of 
Hebrew history for five liundred yenra immediately 
preceding the Advent is neceasai-y to undei-staiid the 
New Testament. 

It is notj then, merely because the Book of Esther 
is an interesting and true pietiive of the Peraiau court 
for thousands of yeai-s, but also because it is a chapter — 
a veiy remarkable chaptei' — of God's dealings with his 
people, and of his care for his church, that we invite 
you to study it. Bat our Chronicles of AhasnemSi 
Esther and Mordeoai, are they of canonical authoiity? 
I answer, we have the same authority for believing that 
the Book of Esther belongs to the Hebrew canon that 
we have for Ezra, Nehemiah, or any of their historical 
books. It is found in Hebrew just as we find them. 
For although several of the proper names of this book 
are of Persian, origin, there is scarcely a doubt among 
Bcholai's that it was written originally in. Hebrew. 
Foreign names are found in the writings of Moses and 
in Daniel, as well as in other parte of the Old Testa^ 
ment, but no one denies on that account that Hebrew 
is their original. The Book of Esther is not found in 
Arabic, nor in any other ancient Oriental langui^, but 
the Hebrew, Syriao and Chaldee. Ancient copies dif- 
fering more or lesiS from each other, and from the He- 
brew test, are found in Greek and Latin. The Chaldee 
copy, as given in the London Polyglott, contains five 
times more than the Hebrew test, but the book, as wG' 
receive it, has always been considered as a part of the 
canon of their holy writings by the Jews. And as 
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they vretn remai-lcably careful to preserve tlielr saored 
writings, and jealous of any change or interpolation, 
the presumption is very strong in favor of the authen- 
ticity of this book. The ancient Jews were made the 
keepers of the Oracles of God, and if they had not been 
true to this trust, our Lord and his aposstles would cer- 
tainly have chai-ged them with neglect or comiption. 
But this they did not do. Our Lord reproved them 
for misinterpreting aud for rendering of none effect the 
oommandmenta of G-od by their traditions, hut never 
with having been unfaithful in preserving the sacred 
test. 

There is some difference of opinion, both among an- 
cient and modem writers, as to the author of the 
Megilloth Esther. A majority, both of Hebrew and 
Christian interpretei'B, both ancient and modern, ascribe 
it to Mordecai. The Rabbins generally, and Clemens of 
Alexandria, tell us that Mordecai was its author. Some 
say it was composed by the great Synagogue. Others 
have attributed it to the high priest Joaohita. This waa 
the opinion of Philo, the Jew. Augustine thinks it 
was written by Ezra.* A few think that is: 20, 23, 
prove it to have been the joiat composition of Esther 
and Mordecai; bnt this reference is not oonolusive 
proof of this, for the passage seems to apeak, not of 
this memoir or history of Esther, but of the circular 
letters that were sent throughout the empii-e, or, at least, 
of them chiefiy. 

Some Christian writers have doubted its claim to a 
place among canonical Scriptures; but their objections 
do not merit a labored reply. It may be tnie there is 
no prophecy in this book — that it is not quoted in the 
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New Testament — that there is no mention in it of any 
of the names or attnhutes of Jehovah, nor even of 
prayer or sacrifices to Him. But the eingulai- fact that 
the name of G^od Hoaa not oociir in the book, does aot 
seem to me to have authorized some of the fathers to 
reject it from the canon. It is certainly one of the 
most striking illusti-ation'! of a superintending Provi- 
dence to be found in any of the sacred naiTatives. And 
may not this omission have been designed ? Perhaps 
the purpose was to prove to the Gentiles the fact that 
the God of the Jews was the Supreme Ruler of the 
universe, without exciting their prejudices by making 
a display of His name. The narrative tells its own 
story, and carries with it its own evii^enoes. It implies 
clearly and necessarily the existence and presence of 
the God of Abraham. The Hebrews have never denied 
its authenticity. They esteem it everywhere, I believe, 
even to this day, as one of the best of their holy 
writings. They call it, by waj tt enimenee 3*bj 11 h 
that is, THE VOLUME. And some tf them bele\e 
that whatever destruction may attenl their othei sa 
cred writings, that the Pentatneb and the M gdhili 
Esther will always be preserved by a special Provideuoe 
They have always placed it on a level with the law of 
Moses. The Jewish celebration of Purim, to com- 
memorate their deliverance from the massacre intended 
for them by liaman, historically proven to have had its 
rise at that time ; and its observanoe, from that time to 
the present day, by the Jews in every part of the world, 
is one of the simplest and strongest proofs that can be 
given of the tiuthfiilness of its historical statements. 
It were certainly difficult to show how a national fes- 
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tival like Purt'm could have ai-isen, if it does not per- 
petuate a reality. Histoiioally, we have just aa much 
pi'Oof of the truth of the history of the Book of Esther, 
aa we have of the trath of the Bubjeet-raatters oom- 
memorated in the anniversary of the Ajuerican Decla- 
ration of Independence. There is nothing in the his- 
tory itself that shows it to be a fiction, or a mere inven- 
tion of a novel writer. Queen Esther's history is an 
oriental romance, and yet it is a literal truthfii! history. 
And as MordecM was a man of G-od, and a principal 
actor in the history which this book recordsj and in 
every way a fit person to write it, I see no reason to 
hesitate m aaeribjug it to his pea. It may have been 
revised by Ezia The sis additional chapters found in 
the Yiilgate, and received as canonical by the Greek 
and Latm churches, are not estant in Hebrew, nor do 
they eonlain internal eiidenceof authenticity, and con- 
sequently they ai e not received by Protestants as a part 
of the aaered canon. They seem to have been coia- 
piled by Hellenistic Jews, and are to be considei-ed of 
no more value or authority than so many pages of Philo 
Judteus or Josephus. The Apocryphal hooks, though 
not admitted by us to a place among the HoJy writings 
which we believe were given by Divine Inspiration, are 
nevertheless worthy of our attention. They arc gen- 
erally supposed to be the productions of Alexandrian 
Jews. As ancient Jewish documenfe before the coming 
of Christ, — as a oolleotion of traditions or fragments of 
history, and of lessons on prudence aad morality, and 
sometimes of piety, they " are all curious, and some of 
them extremely valuable." They are particularly use- 
ful as helps to elucidate the phraseology of the Nev^ 
Testament. 



bt Google 



64 T 

Bat iiiaj we rely on tlie facta al 
Either? And ai-e we able to tinderetand it? Is it an 
intelligiWe history? HappUjfoius, we have various 
independent and numerous eources from whence to draw 
materialabywhioh to safisfjonraelves that the Megil- 
loth Eather is a ti-ue narratiTej and by whioli to show 
that it ia intelligible to us. In the first place, we have 
the ancient versions. It is not necessary here to des- 
oilbe at length the ancient veraions that have been 
made of the Holy Scripturea, bat as oni pige^i are not 
designed for learned or professional leadei-^, it seema 
to be necessary to give a brief notice of thoae veiaions 
that are referred to in this work for illustratijns and 
proofs of the narrative. The chief veraiona to which 
we refer, are the Septuagint, Vulgate, Ohaldee Ver- 
sions, or Tai'gums, and the Talmud. 

After the Hebrew ceased to be a living tongue, and 
especially after the spread of Christianity, both Jews 
and Christians desired translations of the Hebrew 
Scriptures into the prevailing languages, and these 
translations, of course, soon assumed the place of the 
original Hebrew test. Some of these versions were 
made directly from the Hebrew, others were versions 
from versions. Thus the Septuagint or Alesaiidrine 
version was made directly from the Hebrew test; but 
the Latin Christiana made their version from the Sep- 
tuagint, and, in the fourth century, that was supei-seded 
by the Vulgate, which is Jerome's version of the Sep- 
tuagint using the Itala as the basis. 

The Septuagint is the work of some seventy learned 
Jews, who, by order of Ptoieroy Philadelphus, about 
280 B. C, ti-anslated the Hebrew, from the best man- 
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nsoi'ipt text t'uat could be obtained, into the Greek 
and adding some from Greek manuscripts not found in 
Hebrew. The immediate object is said to have been 
to obtain a good oopy of the writings of Mosea, fov the 
celebrated Alexandrine Library. 

The Latin Bible, known as the YulgaU, is so called, 
beoaiiae it was made from the Greek, which was then 
tie vidgata, common or popular tongue. The Yulgate 
was the first book ever printed, and, by the decree of 
the Council of Trent, in 1645, if I am not mistaken, is 
the authorized standard version of the Catholic Church. 
The first copy with a date was printed at Mayence, 

lies. 

The Targums, or Ohaldee versions, are allowed to 
be the works of Hebrews, living in the Holy Land and 
in Babylon, at different tiiaea, fi-om about 150 yeara 
before Christ to the eighth or ninth century of our era. 
The name Targnm is from the Chaldee, to trantlate, 
and means translation. Th^ are sometimes, how- 
ever, but improperly, called paraphrases, for there 
is nothing aboiit them paraphrastic. Some of our 
Lord's quotations from the Holy Scriptures seem to 
have been made from the Chaldee, The more an- 
cient Tai-gums are among the best translations that 
have been made. The latter are not of so much value. 
There are eleven of them in all, the chief of which ai-e, 
the Targum of Onkelos, of Jonathan, of Pseitdo Jon- 
athan, and of Jerasalem. 

The Talmud is a Hebrew work, containing the doc- 
ti-ines, religion and morality of the Jews. Its author- 
ity among them is equal to or greater than the Hebrew 
Scriptures. The name is from lamad, to teach, and 
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means pre-eminent ly tlieir traditional doctrines. There 
are two wovlis known hy this name : The TQlnind of 
Jerusalem, and the TaJmud of Babylon. The Talmud 
of Jerusalem is said to he the work of Eabbi Jochanan, 
about BOO, A. D., and v/bh designed for the Jews of 
Judea. It is composed of two parts, the MitJma and 
the Gfniara. The Miskna is a, collection of traditions 
gathered by the doctors and put together in this body, 
lest they should be lost. The Gemara again is a col- 
lection of illustrations of the MisJma, or a eupplementaJ 
commentary upon it. These two constitute the Tal- 
mud of Jerusalem. The Talmud of Babylon consists 
of the Mlshna of Judah the holy, apd of a Gemara, 
collected or composed about 400, A. D., as is believed 
by Eabbi Asa of Babylon. It was designed chiefly for 
the Jews in Babylon and on the Euphrates. I believe 
this Talmud is generally preferred to that of Jerusa- 
lem. I have heard that it is a common saying among 
the Hebrews, that the Bible is water, the Mishna wine, 
and the Gemara, hypooistis. They say the Talmud 
contains the things taught to Moses by God himself, 
who taught them to Aaron i nd his eons au 1 they to 
the Elders of Israel, and they to the pr phefs and the 
members of the great Syn^o^ue who communicated 
them to the Kabbis, whi composed tie Miihna and 
Gemara. Home on the Sciiptures and Bible Dictiona- 
ries, will enable you to pu ut, this study if you are so 
inclined. The works nho of PI h J Ice s a noble 
Jew of Alexandria, about A D 40 co itaia many 
curious treatises that ate t much imp rtaioe in illas- 
trating the language, phraseology ind sentiment of the 
New Testament. The writini^s of lo'iejhis i learned 
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Jew of the priestly line and of i-oyal descent, are too 
well kiiowa to need Say description. He waiS bom 
about fcliii-tj yeare after the Advent, and ttas alive in A. 
D. 96, but it is aot known when he died. Thoagh I "be- 
lieve Josephas is aot a popular author among the Jews, 
and baa been often sevei'ely criticised, still b's worka 
mast be regai-ded as of great value to Biblical stadeats. 

Secondly. All the soaroes of Persiaa history now 
opened to scholars are found to ooiroborate the Megil- 
loth Esther in every possible way. These sources, so 
far as the period of our history is coacemed, may be 
said to consist of the old traditions of Persia embodied 
ia the poets we have named, and the works of Herodo- 
tas, Senophoa, Otesias, Arrian, Josephas, and Strabo; 
and the fragmeats incidentally recorded in the sacred 
books of the Jews. Xeiiophon, Otesias and Avrian 
wei'e eye-witnesses of the last days of the Pei«iaa em- 
pire. Otesias was a resideat of the Ooart of Cji-us the 
Touager, but all that we have of the tweaty-three books 
which he wrote then, ai-e some fragmeats preseiwed in 
Photins, He was a medical man. The most reliable 
soui-ces are the Oriental discoveries of oar own day, 
especially for iaformatioa conceraing the sacred scrip- 
tures. 

In the Asiatic Journal, sii. vol.. Major Eawlinson 
has given a most interestiag memoir of the Persian In- 
scriptions from Behistun. The Major, now Sir Henry 
Rawlinson, liaa, in public lectures and by drawings and 
numerous models, taken from the scalptarea now in the 
British Museum, repeatedly pledged himself to adduce 
by most abundant coinoidenoe the authenticity of the 
Holy Writings. He says the Inscriptions go back to 
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shout 2j000 years before Christ, and that from every 
part of Assyria a multitude of inscriptions have been 
decipiered, which confirm in the miautest details the 
pages of Scripture, and explain many passages hitherto 



These readings ai-e particularly interesting as to the 
signification and derivation of names, and also as to 
" The earliest connection of tho Chaldeea and Indians, 
and the Bahyloniaa mythology; the ethnology and geog- 
raphy of the Assyrians; the historical recoi-da, all ure 
illustrated ; in every case, there is an entire ^reement 
with the Bible. The lecturer inferred, from, his studies, 
that the Boot of Job belonged to a time about 700 
before Christ. In the inecriptioQS there is a period of 
neai-ly a thousand years, without mention of Judea, 
but during that period, there was no inducement for 
intercourse between the Assyrians and the Jews. The 
visit of the Queen of Sheba to SolomoQ was verified. 
So, the wars between Sennacherib and Hezekiah, There 
were four distinct captivities of the Jews. Some in- 
BCriptions referred to the time of Nebuchadnezzar; 
otbers threw light on the existence and actions of Bel- 
shaazar, who, was joint king with his father, Minus, 
and who shut himself up in Nineveh." 
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POINTS TO BE PROVEN. 



" Look through the world which all about yon lies, 
The noisy town, its common, daily lift, 
Flushed with coarse passiona, hot with selfish strife, 
The crowded street, the dens of vioa and want, 
The gilded halls where Pride and Fashion flaunt, 
And from their mingled threads, the grave, the gay, 
WeaTB, if you will, the Epic of to-day." 

1. We hope to be able to show aa tliis wonderful roll 
is unfolded before us, that we should be thankful to the 
Jews for their MegiUoili Esther. It is a true history 
of persons and events in a remarkable period of the 
Church of Grod. The adTersaries of Eeydation delight 
in pressing the objeotion that our Sacred Writings oon- 
tsin conti-adictions. The argument is this : An account 
or story, say tiiey, is not to be believed, the narrators of 
which give contradictoiy statements about it; the sa- 
cred writers give contradictory accounts of some of the 
things of which they write; therefore they are not to 
be believed at all. Now the same argumeat applied 
to Xerses, Cyrus, or Alexander, would prove that such 
men never lived. Archbishop Whately has applied 
the st^umentwithgreatforceinhis "Historic Doubts," 
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coiiceruiugNapolean Bonaparte, TKeai^nmeot stands 
ttua : A story is not to be believed^ wbose reporters do 
not agree in tlieir stat^meata concerning it : tbe his- 
torians of tlie life of Napoleon do not agree in tbeir 
reporLs : tberefoi'e, the story of his life is not to be be- 
lieyed. The same prooeaa of argumentation would 
proye there neyer was such a battle as that of Bunker 
(Breed's) Hill, nor of New Orleans, for some of the 
historians of the wars and of the times of the a«tm-s in 
these hattlcB, haye omitted to mention them at all, or 
have made contradictory statements concerning theai. 
It is not agreed, for instance, whether cotton bales 
were naed by General Jackson at tbe battle of New 
Orleans or not. This ai'gument would prove that no 
such persons as Washington or Jackson ever lived. 

It isthe more imporbint to attend, also, to the fact that 
our position is very different &om that of tbe heathen. 
Tbe inquiry that naturally aiises in tlie mind of a 
Ohinaman, or of any Pagan, when Christianity is pro- 
posed to him, is not. What are the ohjcctimis to Chris- 
tianity/ f but. Why should I receive it? Tbe veiy re- 
verse is tbe ordinary process among ourselves. Being 
brought up in a Christian country, and not unfre- 
quentJy without inqniring into the reasons of our faith 
— in fact, without being stimulated to seek for reasons 
for believing it, tili we find it conti-overted ; and when 
it is controverted, then wa find ourselves answering ob- 
jections to, rather than seeking for evidences in support 
of Obristianity. This is manifestly giving the oppo- 
nents of Kevelation a great advantage. For it is plain 
that a child can ask a question that seven wise men 
cannot answer, or propose a difficulty concerning some 
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familiar thing tliat a score of pliilosopliei'a cannot ex- 
plain. It is not necessary to be able to solve satisfac- 
torUj all the objections tbat are alleged against the 
doctrines of SeYelation, before we reoeive it as the 
Word of God. This would be as if a man mrist be a 
natural philosopher, and skillfnl enough to explain the 
■ process of breathing and all the apparatus made there- 
for before he could inhale the air ; or be able to ana- 
lyze his bread and explain tie whole process of eating 
and of digestion and assimilation hefori he should be 
allowed to eat. And surely this is a process bat few 
will be able to I'ealize. The true view of this point is, 
that tliere -may be ti-uth — truth supported lyy ivveffraga- 
ble arguments, o/iid yet, at the same time, be obnoxious 
to apparent objections, nuvierous, plaiutible and by 
no means easily ansviered. Dr. Johnson has stated 
this point in this way : , " There are," says he, " objec- 
tions against a planum and objeotions agaiust a vacuum; 
but one of them must be true. And sensible men, 
really desirous of discovering truth, will perceive that 
reason directs them to examine, fliBt, the argument in 
favor of that side of the question where the first pre- 
sumption of truth appears." The case, then, stands 
in the manner followiag ; We have books which we 
call Sacred. The first thing is to examine their author- 
ity and the evidences that support it. Then we may 
hear objections; but if the proofs that the Bible is the 
Word of God are sufEclent, then, even if there are ob- 
jections not easy if at all susceptible of solution, stUl 
we ate bound to receive it as the Word of God. When 
the Gospel was first preached, Jews and Gentiles Ae- 
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1 to know on what grounds its claims rested.* 
They asked themselves, each one, Why should I em- 
brace it ? Not what are the objections to it ? So in 
regard to the Bible, we believe the difficulties are 
greatly overstated. The ohjectious are magnified. 
Many of them are only apparent. Patience, candor 
and intelligeuce may remove them, or explain them. 
But, if not, we have reasoae for believing the Bible to 
be the Woi-d of God, mi ^ile of all the objections to it 
that its opponents have ever been able to produce. 
Aud as reasonable, accountable beings, we ai-e bound 
to told to it as the Word of God, until we are fur- 
nished with something better. 

Where books and newspapers are not generally cir- 
culated, the people are much under the influence of 
orai teachings. In older times, among all nations, story 
tellei*s were an influential class of iustructors. The 
people of the East have always been remarkably fond 
of story felling. The Arabian Nights, Persian tales 
-of Genii, and all their literature is proof of this. The 
chief points of Abraham's life, and of Isaac and Ja^ob, 
of Joseph and Moses, and of Joshua, David and Solo- 
mon, live on their lips to this day. The names are 
sometimes changed altogether, and generally a little 
modified, and Ishmael and Esau are usually made 
greater heroes than Isaac and Jacob; and many a weary 
evening is beguiled away in tbe Arab's tent by the 
Story of Hebrew patriarchs and kings. Eebekah's 
mai-riage with the son of the great Shiekh, Ahou Ih- 
rahim, El Salil, and the story of Joseph, of Daniel, 



bt Google 



PATBIAHCHAL STOEIES. 73 

and of Susauuali and Hadassah, aie almost a^ well 
known among the wandering ehildien of t!ie cle'.erts 
of Asia and Africa, (thougli tliey ate neither able to 
read nor write,) in their essential points, as they ate to 
our Sunday school classes. Fi'om this there aie two 
lessons to be leai-ned: First, That God giaoiously con- 
sulted for the preseiration of revealed tiuth by com- 
mitting His oracles, in times past, to Orientals, and not 
to any of na Western peoples, nor to a i-ace resembhng 
us, The language of the Hebrews, its idioms aad 
structure, and their geographical position and national 
relationships, aad peculiar foi-mation of mind, fitted 
them pre-eminently to receive and preserve for mankind 
until the fullness of time for their manifestation, the 
Divine communications, made from the beginning, to 
patriarchs and prophets fOr the henefit of the human 
race. Salvation is of the Jews. They were God's 
reservoir of saving trath. And the second lesson is, 
that we owe a great debt of gratitude to God and to 
our country — to our parente and friends for out privi- 
leges, literaiy and religious. We have the word of 
God in aO its essential purity, both in the original and 
in translations and versions, so that we may all iiear of 
the wonderful things of God in the tongue with which 
we were born. 

2. We expect to be able to show that true happiness 
is to be found in putting our ti-mt m Providence. The 
whole story of Esther "is like a transparency hung be- 
fore the Pavilion of the Almighty, through which his 
counsels shine, and his unerring hand ia invisible." 
The whole book illustrates the fact that Providenoe 
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lias a life plan for every individual, and works out that 
plan in the uae of tlie ordiuai-j events of life. 

We aliall find a providence in this history touching 
the ancient Church of God worthy of special remem- 
bi'aaee. It is both natural and strange that any of the 
Jews should have prefeiTed to remain in esile afier the 
decree of Cyrus permitting them to return to their own 
land, and to the enjoyment of their own peculiar reli- 
gious services at Jerusalem. As they built houses and 
planted vineyards in the land of their captivity, and 
prayed for the pTOsperity of their conquerora and mas- 
ters, it is not strange th y h uld h b m tta hed 
to their Persian bom btt trgtht yf 
those that belonged t Ab h p t ty h Id ! 
become so indiiferent t th ^ t j m tl t w 
yet unfulfilled as to m t b d th m 1 g 
up their distinctiven t m il p 1 d 

separated from all oth I 1 1 '' h 1 w w 

the fact. While som tur 1 m y t t to 

remain. Nor are th J w w 
Persian empire to be pp 1 
all, to "Those trackl i j, t 
They were also of th h is f 
But the God of their fathers neither failed to protect 
those that retiirned to the Holy Land, nor those that 
remained beliind in Persia. Nor ai-e examples of emi- 
nent piety and zeal for their religion wholly wanting 
either among those that returaed with Nehemiah and 
Ezra, or among those that remained on the Euphrates. 

The. two pi-ominent agents raised up at this time for 
the preservation of the church are Mordecai and Esther, 
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Ijy whom God worked out a "glorious deliverance from 
one of tte most mournful, imminent aad nniversal dan- 
gers of total destruction that ever had threatened tte 
Jewish charoh." The providence of God in raising up 
a Hebrew maid to be the Queen of Peraia, and in over- 
throwing Haman for his iniquity, and in rewarding 
Mordecai for his piety and integrity, is wonderful. The 
piety and wisdom of Esther aad Mordecai are not, tow- 
ever, so super-eminent as to ohsoure the dealings of a 
mc«t gracious sovereignty. The virtues of the instru- 
ments do not render any the less conspicuous the mercy 
and power of God toward his ancient people in their 
captivity and voluntary exile. The sovereign goodness 
of God toward his cliurch is seen sometimes in using 
the heathen to afflict it, and then in overturning them 
and in making their perdition suhservieut to the ad- 
vancement of his truth. Jehovah is King in all the 
earth. He maketh the wrath of man to praise him, 
and the remainder of wrath he restraiueth. A poot 
has well said, in teaching us to recognize God's provi- 
dence, that 



' peatilBDoe stalk through the land, jg mj, 

Thia is Qod'a doing ; 
t not also Hia doing, ivhen an aphis creepeth on a rose-bud 7 
an ttviilanche roll from Ha Alp, ye tremble at the will of 

Providence ; 
lot that will concerned when the soar leaves fall from the 

poplar?" 



" Let all those tliat seek thee rejoice and be glad ia 
thee ; let snoh as love thy salvation say continually, 
The Lord be magnified. But I am poor and needy ; 



bt Google 



76 THE HEBREW-PERSIAN QUEEIfl. 

yet the LoED Uiinkethuponme: thoii art mj iielp and 
my deliverer; make no tari^iug, my Sod." Prov. 
xl. 16, 17- " Are not five sparrows sold for two fai'- 
tliings, and not one of them is foi^otten before God ? 
But even the veiy hairs of your head ai'e all numbered. 
Fear not therefore; for je are of more valwe than many 
sparrows. " Lute xi. 6, 7. 

3. We expect to be able to show from the testimony 
in this ease that it is not only God'3 plan to work by 
means, but often to snrpiise his people by unexpected 
deliverances, and by bringing great i-esnlts out of small 
beginnings. The greatest events in human history 
have been generally produced by apparently insignifi- 
cant causes, and because of their quiet might, they have 
awakened at first but little interest. The greatest pow- 
ei-s of nature ai'e silent and invisible. The power of 
gravitation, what is it ? Who hath seen it ? The light- 
ning and the dew how powerful, and yet how impalpa- 
ble I The ruins of a city, ai-e they not the fraits of a 
spark ? And if a noble mind is wrecked, is it not the 
resiilt of a wrong impression recieved in the nursery, 
or of some insidious falsehood imperceptibly imbibed 
and left to take root and grow strong and work out the 
ruin, before its poison was detected? Tlie turning 
point of Washington's life — the decision ttat made him 
the Father of his oountiy, was it not his regard for his 
mother? Joseph and Moses, Daniel and Mordecai, illus- 
trate tte value of right principles implanted in the youth- 
ful mind by pai-ental afl'ection and piety. One could not 
yield to the most seductive temptation, because to do 
so would be a sin against God; another refused the 
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honoi's of an empire, then the greatest on eartt, and 
etose to suffer poverty aad persecution with God's peo- 
ple, heeauae of the faith in which he had been brought 
up. And Mordeoai and Daniel, captives in the most 
licentious and luxurious heathen cities on the globe — 
far from home and from all pai-ental overeight — and 
great favorites with the Courts of Babylon and Persia, 
never forgot their education, nor brought reproach upon 
their mothers' catechism or their fathers' faith. The 
impresaioas made on their young hearts by their Hebrew 
parents were indelible. The beauty, power and fascina- 
tion of the most splendid heathen courts could not efface 
them. The fiery prophet Elijah is another illustration 
of the effectiveness of silent influences. The solemn 
thunder came rattling from the desert clouds, the hur- 
ricane came sweeping over the rocks and riven moun- 
tains of gi'anite and porphyry, filling the air with clouds 
of sand— -the rocking and crashing march of the earth- 
quake, and the blinding flame of tho lightning— all 
failed to reach bis heart. God was not in the wind, 
nor in the fire, nor in the earthquake. It was when 
the Loi-d spake to the prophet "in the still small voice," 
that his heart was opened and his stubborn eoul was 
conquered. Mother, sow the seed. Father, instill the 
principle. And cry to Gf-od, mightily both of you, and 
far away, and many days hence, the seed will grow, the 
principle will live, and your God will be the God and 
everlasting portion of your children. The waving har- 
vest ifl all ftom seed cast into the ground with mingled 
hopes and fears. The rolling river springs from brooks 
among the hills, whose tiny fountains an infant's hand 
could turn aside. 
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" That yew tree of a thousand jenrs waa once a little seed j 
And jforo'a marble Rome, a shepherd's mud-b\iilt hove! : 
A epock is on the tropic sky, and it groweth to the terrible 

tornado. 
An apple, all too fair to Bee, destroyed a world of souls I 
A tender babe is bora— it is Attila, scourge of the nations ! 
A seeming malefactor dieth — it is Jesus, the Satioue op 

Men." Tuppcr. 
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SlfSA. AND IlER KIKG. 



Par. Beg. II. 

Sometime between tte famouB battk of Marathon, 
and the eelebratecl retreat of the ten fhuusAnd Greets 
under Xenophon, say ahout five huiidi-ed years before 
the angels sang "G-lory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men," the great king 
Ahasuerua sat on his throne, in the reyal city of Snaa, 
and made a feast to all his princes and eervanta. Bwt 
so uncertain is human fame— so evanescent all earthly 
glory, that it is dif&cult to know who this same great 
king Ahasuerua waa. Almost every Medo-Persian king, 
from Gyasei-es I down to Ochua, or Artas.erxes III, 
has, in turn, been identified by aome interpreter of an- 
cient records as the Ahaauerus of Esther. Some of 
the uncertainties that amTound us, in Pei-aian history, 
may be anticipated, wJien we rememher the curious fact 
that, np to this time, I beheve, no tra^e whatever is 
found of the name of Xerxes in the Persian records. 
It is probable, as his ftither reigned sixty years, that 
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tlie period of liia governiueut has been confounded with 
that of his father, Ghistasp. If so, it is a remarkable 
inetanoe of the uncertainty of enciuiing fame. If a 
monarch, that led such armies aa Xerxes did, has failed 
to perpetuate his name in the hiatoi7 of his own country, 
who can expect to live in the memory of mankind f 
If it be correct that Gustasp iras hie father, and that 
his reign is merged info his, then his name, in the Per- 
sian annais, is not Xerxes, but Isfuader, the father of 
Artaxerses Longimanus. Perhaps all agree that the 
name Ahasuerus of the Hebrews and Romans is the same 
as the Artax^xes of the Greeks, and the Ardshee^- of the 
Pei-siaus. Ardalieev, or Ardashir, signifies, according 
to some, "the hon of the camp"— Sir John Malcolm 
says, "the Prince of the earth;" and Grotefend says, 
"the great warrior." The whole name, in Peraian, is 
^e long-handed Archheer, which coiT^ponds exactly 
to Artaxerses Longimanus, that is, Artaserses Long- 
arms — his arms are said to have been so long, that 
when he stood upright, like Rob Roy, the ends of his 
fingers reached below his knees. It was at the court of 
this loDg-armed prince that the femous Themistocles 
found refuge as an exile, and where he is said to have 
leaiTied the Persian language in one jeai'. Thncy. lib. 
i: 138. If this is correct, it is a proof that the 
Greek and Persian languages were much alike, which 
is as we should expect, if they are descendants from 
one common mother, the Sanskrit, as our best scholai-s 
teU us. See Vans., p. 116. 

Some say, tlvk Ahasuervs was Xerxes the Great, the 
teiTor of Greece — so Jahn, Scaliger and othei-s. The 
learned Scaligeridentifiesas proof of this, Xerxes' qaeen 
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Hamesti-is with Esther. But how can this he, when 
Xerxes had a son by Hamestris that was marriageable 
ia the seventh year of his reign ? And the similarity- 
urged between the names is more than countor-haknced 
by the striking dissimilai-ity of their {haractera. Queen 
Hamestris was as much unlike Queen Esther as the 
name Xerses was like the name Artaxerxes. 

Usher says, Ahasuerus was Barms IT^staspps, and 
that Atossa, his wife, was Vashti, and Artjstona was 
Esther. Now, if Herodotus is correct, and all the 
Archbishop's reliance is upon the Greek writers of 
Alexander's age, and following, this Ai-tystona was a 
daughter of Cjms, and could not therefore have beea 
Esther. And again, Atossa bore several daughters 
and four sons to Darius, a/ter he was king ; but, ao- 
ooi-ding to the Bible, Vashti was divorced in the third 
year of the king's reign. She could hardly, therefore, 
have been the mother of four sons and several daughters 
in three years; and, moreover, Atossa retained her in- 
fluence over the king to his death, and gained the 
crown for her sob, Xerxes.- Atossa then could not 
have been Vashti, nor Daiius Hystaspes, Ahasuenis. 
No doubt the difliculty of fixing the identity of A7ia- 
menis has been enhanced from the fact that the same 
name has been given to two other Persian kings in the 
Bible — to Cambjses, the son of Cyrus, in Ezra iv.: 6; 
and to Astyagee, king of the Medes, and father of 
Cyaxares, Dan. ix.: 1, neither of whom can be identi- 
cal with the Ahasuerus of Esther. Dr. Etto propei'ly 
concludes that the real alternative is between Xerxes 
the Great and Artaxerxes Longimanus; but, it seems to 
me, the reasons which he assigns in favor of Xerxes 
4b 



bt Google 



82 THE IIEBREW-PEIiaiAN QUEEN. 

are not at all satisfactory. See his Cjelo. Bib. Lit. 
The est«ut of the king's dominions, and the Iiixurious 
hahits of the court, and the condition of the He- 
brewa, and the favor sliown to them, apply equally 
well to either of the Persian monarehs named, so that 
no decisive proof can he had to this point from the in- 
ternal evidences of the book of Esther. If anything 
can be gathered from the history of Esther at all, hear- 
ing on this poittt, it is in favor of Artaxerxes Loti- 
gimanua, whose favor toward the Hebrews we may 
conclude was owing to the influence of Mordecai and 
Esther. 

JoaephuB, and the apoohiyphal books, and the 8ep- 
tuagint, and, I believe, the learned generally, have 
agreed that this Ahamterzts was Aitaserxes Longima- 
nus, son and succesaor of Xersea. So Drs. Prideaux, 
Hales, G-ray and many othei-s. The reasons, briefly, 
in favor of this opinion, ai-e : 

1. The high authority of Josephus and of the au- 
thors who hold this opinion. 

". Though, as I have stated before, Persian chro- 
nology is hut little more than a mass of confusion, if 
not of contradiotiona, still, as far as we can understand 
it from contemporary records, the time of Artaxcfxes 
Longvmanus is more fully in harmony with the events 
recorded in our histoiy than of any other Poraian king. 

3. There are, it seems to me, insuperable difficulties 
in receiving the Xerxes of the Greeks as, the husband 
of Esther, or of admitting any other Persian king 
than Artaxerses Longimaniis, as the Ahasnoms of the 
Bible. And yet I believe the tendency of scholars. 
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at the present moment, is to make Xerxes the Great the 
Ahfisuerua of the Megilloth Esther, The argument 
for Xerxes, from the reading of the name hy Grote- 
feud and Ohampollion, is, however, more than counter- 
halanced hy the readings of Eawlioson and the inves- 
tigations of Malcolm, which, eo far as they seem to 
throw any light on the subject, are in favor of Artas- 
ei'xes Longimanus. It will be remembered, in this 
connection, also, that Abaauerus, like Csesar, Pharaoh, 
Louis or George, was common to several kings, and 
may be regarded as a titie rather than a aame. 

Ahasuerus reigned frnin India even, unto Ethiopia. 
80 varied was the climate of Persia, and so extensive 
its limits, that the yoimger Cyrus was oon-ect, though 
a little boastfnl, in saying to Xenophon : " My father's 
kingdom is so large that people perish with cold at one 
esti'emity, while they are suffocated with heat at the 
other." The great extent of the dominions of the 
Persian kiaga may be learned from the great numbers 
and the gi-eat diversities of national costumes found in 
their armies. Herodotus says that, in their infantry 
and oavaliy and maiine were no less than Jlft^-six dif- 
ferent nations. The empire was the largest under Ar- 
taxerxes Longimanus, the Ahasnerus of the text It 
was greater than that of Aflsyria, Ohaldea, and greater 
than the Median. It extended as far west as Greece j 
north to the Euxine and Caspian, and south to the in- 
terior of Africa. Litei-alUy " from India even unto 
Ethiopia." Senopbon's account of the extent of the 
Persian empire confirms the test in a striking manner. 
The terms of boundary are almost identical. He says, 
the great and glorious kingdom of Cyrus was bounded 
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by tlie Red Sea, and on tlie south by Ethiopia, and 
on the oorth by the Euxine, and on the west by Oy- 
piua and Egypt. Gyrop. lib. yiii. Tie time bad 
been wben the CiHcians, Egyptians, Pbenicians, Sy- 
rians and the forefathers of the Persians tbeinselTes 
had all beea subjects of Nineveh, but long before the 
return of the Hebrews from Babylon, Nineveh had 
fallen, and Assyria and Media, aa sepai-ate kingdoms, 
Lad ceased to exist, and the Persian empire was su- 
preme, from the Indus to the Hellespont, and over all 
Arabia and Egypt, to the heart of Africa. la the 
days of Daniel, we find Cyrne and Darius reigning over 
one htmdred and twenty proyincea ; but it were au 
easy thing for the successor of Xerxes to add seven 
more, which would make tie number of king Ahasue- 
rus. The Russian empire, in our day, consists oifi/ty- 
fov/r governments, but these governmeuts cover au area 
much more extensive than the one hundred and twenty- 
sev6n provinces of Persia. And who can tell how 
many provinces Her Blajesty, Queen Victoria, reigns 

And now that we are " acquaint" with the king and 
know something of his empire, let us look at his capital 
and palace. ShusAan the palace, according to the 8ep- 
tnagint, means Shushan the city. This is the Hebrew 
also, and is no donbt correct, for it was the city that 
was called Shushan, and not, the palace. The three 
great oapitafe of ancient Persia were Ecbatana, Baby- 
lon and Susa. It is believed that Susa is tlie same as 
ui, and that the Shus, or Shuster of our day, 
s the Susa of the test. The name, according 
to some, is Pehlvi, signifying " delightful," and was 
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given to tlie city becaiwe of ita exceedin 
of situation and climate. Othei-s say the name Susa 
signifies "Lily," and ttat the city was so called, on 
account of the great pi-ofnsioa of this beautiful flower, 
that clothes the Burrounding plains, interspersed with 
a great Yariety also of sweet scented plants. Sti-aho is 
extfav^aat in his descriptions of the beauty of this 
city — a city which he says ia "most worthy to be 
praised." He says also that the plains around were so 
fertile that they produced "two hundred fold." Aris- 
totle also refers to Susa as " a most wonderful city," 
and says, "its palace ehioes with gold, amber and 
ivory." It was the favorite residence of Cyi'us, and 
believed to have been preferred to Babylon by all the 
Persian liinga. Its gardens and sun'ounding plains 
were once filled with oleanders, pomegrajiates, dates, 
lemons, oranges, or covered with "golden seas of com," 
while the distaut view was bounded by snow-clad moun- 
tains, somewhere amongst which tie remains of Noah's 
ark are buried". A thick forest of tamarisk, poplar and 
acacia, skirt the plain around the ruins, which ai'e a 
cover for lions, wolves, foxes, boars, porcupines, jaek- 
als, lizards, serpents, francolins and pai-tridges. Mr. 
Loftus' chapter on Siisa is well worth the attention of 
all Biblical readers. See pages 335-348. 

The early history of Susa is almosb unknown to us, 
but it must have had a beguining, though that beginning 
is lost in the dim shadows of the past. From the early 
history of Abraham we have learned that Elam was a 
kingdom in his day, and it is almost certain that the 
kingdom of Chedorlaomer was founded by Elam the 
son of Shem; and from Ezra iv.: 9, we see th^t the 
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Elamites were a depeodency of Persia; aud Daniel 
tells ua, viii; 2, that Shiislian was the palace city, aud 
that it was in the proyince of Elaxn IVoiii all of 
which we conclude that the Elam of the Bible the 
Elymaia of the Greeks and Eomans, and Snsnni aie 
one and the saiae. Some make Susa idmtical with 
Cusli. Herodotus does iadeed tell us that Sasa wts 
huilt by that Ethiopian Memuon, who assisted king 
Priam in defending Troy, and that at one time the city 
was called Memnonia, after its founder. Persian an- 
nalists say it waa founded hy Hoshung, the grandson of 
Kaiomui's, a king of the early Pisehdadian dynasty. I 
know not how to reconcile these discrepanciea. I can- 
not tell which is the true account. They are hardly 
however all correct. But they aerve to prove its early 
antiquity and greatness. Its magnificence is also to he 
inferred from its representation upon the embroidered 
palliiim, or shawl of AJcisthenes of Sybaris, described 
in Aristotle's Memorabilia See Loftus, p. 336. 

Herodotus distinguiohes the Eastern Ethiopians of 
Asia from the Western Ethiopians of Africa, by the 
straight hair of the foimer and the ourly hair of the 
latter. Herod., Book vii 69,70 And in the Odys- 
sey, Somer speaks of a divided race of men — some at 
the extreme west, and others at the estreme east, 
i; 22, Prom this and other teatimony it is concluded 
that the Eastern Ethiopiaae of Herodotus and tlie Ohal- 
deans of the Bible are one and the same, and that the 
seat of the empire of the Memnon who aided Priam 
against the Greeks at the siege of Troy was Susa, which 
after him was called Memnonium. This Memnon is 
styled an Ethiopian, The recent readings of the primi- 
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tive cuneiform ingcriptioDs of Susa and Mugeyer render 
it probable tliat the Chaldeaas were a colony from 
Egypt. The same ideas of astronomy that were held 
by the Egyptians prevailed ia ancient Babylonia. 

Eawlinaoii also explains another matter relating to 
Belshazzar, which is of great importance. According 
to the Bible, this king promised Daniel that he should 
be made "third ruler in the kingdom," if he shoald 
succeed in interpreting the hand-writing, Why was 
he not made next to the king as Joseph was in Egypt? 
Tor the very good roason that Nabouidus and Belshazzar 
reigned jointly; and as there were two on tbo throne, 
if Daniel is raised to it, he would emphatically be "the 
third ruler ia the kingdom," Truly there is no device 
nor knowledge against the Lord, His blessed word is a 
tried word, but precious and abiding. It never fails. 
To explain some difficulties that have been raised about 
the Shushan of Esther, and Daniel " in the palace which 
is in the province of Elam," it has been said there 
must have been two cities of this name in the province 
of Susiana, the one the Shushan of the Bible, in 
the mountains of Bakhtiaari; the other, the Suaa of 
the Gi-eeks; and that it was to distinguiah the one from 
the other that Daniel says "Shushan the palace." But 
this explanation is not necessary, and is not sustained 
by history. Josephus coiToborates the Bible account. 
He states that Daniel built a famous castle at Susa, 
which was in a fine state of preservation in his own 

We know that a palace has been discovered at Nine- 
veh, in which are found a series of sculptures recording 
the conquest of Susiana, which, as artistic productions, 
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are pronounced the ehef-d' ceuvres of all Assyrian sculp- 
tui-e. No otter Persian city was equal to Susa for 
beauty of situation aad salubrity of climate. It vied 
with Babylon in riohes, and in the grandeur of its walla, 
temples, gardens, and state buildings. It wa3 from 
tbis city Xerxes set out on his ill-fated expedition against 
Greece, and it was here he deposited the treasures be 
took from the Cify of Athens and from the temple of 
Delphi. It was here the vast treasures of Persia were 
kept. Alexander the Great found here Jifty tJiouamid 
talents of gold, probably equal to two hundred and 
seventy millions of pounds sterling, besides a large 
number of vessels of gold and silver, and jewels of very 
great value. 

According to Arrian's expedition of Alexander, 
III. 16, there was a very strong citadel iu Susa, and it 
once stood a terrible siege. Under the Sassanian kings 
Susa appears as a considerable city. In the third cen- 
tury it was a Christian See. Tinder its walls was 
fought a great battle by the Persians under Hormuzani 
against the Moslem hosts, but from that day, it seems 
to have been lost from history. There is no reason to 
doubt, however, but that it has been identified. An 
aooount of the ruins at the present day, and of the evi- 
dences of its magnificent structures, columns, palaces, 
and gardens, is to be seen at length in Loftus, and the 
reports of the Eoyal Asiatic Society. Recent excava- 
tions at Susa, show that the pavement of the palace 
was foi-med of red, and blue, and white, and black mar- 
ble, arranged in gorgeous Arabesque patterns of the 
different paits of the animals that Daniel saw in his vi- 
sions, on the banks of the river Ulai, when this em- 
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pivc was in in its glory, and accordiag to the liistory in 
our text. It may lie i-emembeved also that among tlie 
sacred emblems found here is the cross — ^justaswe find 
it among the Egyptians, mora than a thousand years 
before Christ was born. The ruins of Susa coTor soma 
twelve miles equai-e, extending almost to the bank of 
tLe Kerkhad, supposed to be the ancient Ohoaspes. The 
mounds are like those of Babylon, huge hillocks of earth 
and rubbish, brokea bricks, and colored tiles. The lar- 
gest one, according to our best authors, is one mile in 
circumference, and one hundred feet high. Near to it 
is another almost as large. The people of the coimtry 
call them tJie palace and the casUe. They are like 
the pyramids of ruins covering the site of Babylon, 
and believed to have been built of clay and tiles, and 
layers of brick and roorter. Biooks of marble covered 
with sculptures, are often found by the Ai-abs, who 
search among the ruins for treasure; which they thiak 
is hidden there. They believe that it is in hopes of find- 
ing treasure that Europeans are so fond of digging up 
their old rains. Major Eawlineon says he has identified 
the port and citadel of this ancient city. He states that 
the great mound is 165 feet high, and 1100 yards round 
the baaeyand 850 prds i-ound the summit; and that 
on the summit there is a slab with thirty-three lines 
written in the cuneiform or arrow-headed character, 
and three Babylonian sepulchral urns are found embed- 
ded in the soU. He also says he finds there fiooringa 
of brickwork, and broken pottery, glazed riles and kiln- 
burnt bricks. Large flgui-es in the palace iniins aj-e also 
found, resembling in eveiy particular those lately dis- 
covered in the pavements of Egypt and Assyria. At 
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the foot of the highest pyramid is the tomh of Daniel. 
Though the small huilding that now covera the spot is 
modern, there is no improhahility hut it marks the last 
resting pkoe of the prophet. 

It is true there is a oontradictibn in some of the 
copies of Josephua about the tomh of Daniel. In some 
his hurying-plaoe is made "Ecbatana in Media," but 
Jerome, professing to copy from Josq}hus, places it in 
"Susa in Persia." This proves that in hia day his 
copy of Josephos bad this i-eading, and we believe this 
to be the true one. For it appeara from our best 
authorities that Daniel wfis governor of the province of 
Snsiana under the king of Babylon; and we know he 
was highly honored by him, and that he "did the king's 
business at Shuahan the palace," And Josephus says 
that the bouse which Daniel built for himself at Susa 
remained "in freshness and undiminished beauty at the 
time he wrote."* 

But the glory of Susa— its beauty and wealth, its 
palaces and temples, axe now mouldering masses. It is 
no uncommon thing for the traveler who visits the rains 
of this once populous, powerful and "delightful city" 
to have to seek shelter at night from lions, hyenas and 
other beasts of prey, that now have their dwelling in 
the marble halls that were onoe radiant with the beauty 
of Persia, within the walls of the Mohammed Mosqxie— - 
Tomh of Daniel. 

The intelligent and pious traveler will find bis great- 
est interest in these ruins to arise from the feet, that 
they mark the site of the gTeat city that was once the 
scene of a most deeply interesting series of events that 
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closely concei'iied the Clini'ch of God, and are still a 
proof of how lie watched oTer his people and protected 
them in ancieut times from destruction, thougli in cftp- 
tivitj for their aina. Nor will he ftiil to ask himaelf, 
how are the mighty fallen! Kings and princes, proud 
oppresaors and tyrants, may quaff the tears of their sub- 
jects and make music of their gi'oans, and build thrones 
of human skulls, but they cannot be sure of their names 
enduring forever on earth, and much leaa may they ex- 
pect to find favor for such things with the King of 
Kings, Only the pure in heart shall see God. 
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THE FEAST AND TUE DIVORCE. 



" The ting waa on hia throne, 
The Satcaps throEg'd the hall, 
A thousand, bright lamps shone 
O'er that high festival 1" 



" I am a siave, a favor'd slave at best, 
To share his splendor, and seem very bleat ; 
When wearier of these fleeting oharma and me, 
There jawns the sack, — and joodec rolls the sea. 
What 1 am I then a toy for dotard's play, 
To weM hut till the gilding fl'ets away ?" 

We are now to attend a royal feast at tte Palace of 
Aliasiierns in Susa. The Greek authors all agree that 
the Persians were remarkable for luxury and magnifi- 
cence in their palaces aad at their entertainments. 
Their resources were gathered by eommerce from 
Q-reeoe andSpain, and the Islands of tLe Mediten-anean. 
A trade had long existed between Tyre, Sidon and Pal- 
myin, by caravans with Africa and Persia. They 
abounded in ebony, ivory, cotton, linen, wool, gold, 
apices and slaves. The Persians in the days of Esther 
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were mnstera of iiU the wealth and trade tliat remained 
of the cities and empires tliat had esiated before them, 
from India to Ethiopia. They used the cotton cloths 
of the Indus, the Hon hides and leopaa-d skins of Africa, 
the camels of the Arabs, and the chariots of the Liby- 
ans, Babylonians and Egyptians. Every travclei' who 
visits the ruins of the eaxly periods of the Persians, is 
struck with amazement at the grandeur, and siae and 
magnifioeace of their royal residences, Heeren has a 
diagram of the gcnlptures that represent the festival 
hall, reeeptioa hall, and audience ohamber, the king's 
house, queen's apaxtments, sanctuary and banciueting 
room of the kings of Persia, Imagination cannot pic- 
ture a sight more imposing than the vast forest of the 
solitaiy, mutilated gigantic pillars, colonnades and obe- 
lisks of Karnak, and such, or but little, if at all infe- 
rior, was the style of the buildings of the Persian capi- 
tals. The royal garden pavilion at Ispahan, with its 
numerous columns and rich embroideries and hangings, 
may possibly give some idea of the garden of the king's 
palace at Sum. Histoiy records that on several occa- 
sions Peraian kings have feasted as many as five thou- 
sand men at once, and at an expense of two hundred 
talents. So onerous was the expense of providing for 
Xeraes' table, that Herodotus relates that a poet of Ab- 
dera called upon the people to offer sacrifi.ces with 
thanksgiving to the gods, that it was not the custom of 
Xerxes to take two meals in one day, for his dinner was 
as much as they could possibly provide for, and if he 
had taken a notion to have supper too, they would all 
have been utterly ruined. Lib. vii. It is in evidence 
then that the Persians were in possessiou of every thing 
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required for Buch feasting and display as are described 
Id our text. They had all aorfe of musical instruiaentB, 
and glass vessels, both cut and gi'ouud, miiTors, em- 
broidei-y and tapestry of many kinds, and Hermioce 
purple, and were acquainted with the use of iron and 
bronze, and had gold and silver and jewels in great 
abundance. Orieatal luxury is proverbial, but espe- 
cially that of the Persian kings. No eastern mouarcha 
have ever surpassed, perhaps none have equalled them 
in show or graudeur, or pompous titles. "The great 
king," or the " king of kings," and divine honors 
were their recognized titles and dues. The well re- 
i line of Horace, 

sioos odi, puer, apparatus." 



well espreases the common feeling in his day in regard 
to Persian lostiry and pride. 

Dr. Roflsel, in his history of Aleppo, gives an elabo- 
rate description of aa Eastern house aad pavilion, 
which, in every particular, justifies the whoie descrip- 
tion of Ahasuerus' palace, as given in the Bible. Sir 
John Ohardin also describes ruins at Persepolis in 
which were pillai-s, columns, aad apai'tmeuts, like those 
of the king's house at Susa, It is common, ia the 
East, to extend a covering of canvass lined with calico, 
or striped silk, over the court yard where a feast is 
given, to keep off the sun. Such a custom, at enter- 
tainments, is often seen in Birmah, and in Calcutta. 
Indeed we have seen substantially the same thing at Se- 
bastopol fetes. Fourth of July celebrations, and even at 



bt Google 



96 THE HEBREW- PEBSIAN QUEEN. 

camp meetings. And in tlie Colisseum, oi' Fkvian 
Amphitheater at Rome, one may see, to thia day, the 
marks on the walls of the masts, or soaffolds, which 
were erected when that area was covered with an awn- 
ing, as it was when their showB were exhibited to the 



n of AtaBnems' feast is not stated. 
Tlie Chaldee Targum says it was in commeni oration of 
the suppression of a most dangerous rebellion. Others 
think that it was in hoaor of his haying triumphed 
over hie competitors for the throne — Artabanes and the 
Bactrians — or that it was in honor of his havia<' qui 
eted the disturbances that grew out of hi f th s a 
saasination. Some think that it was nt nd 1 t !e 
brate his victories in Egypt and As a M \nd 

others, to oommemorate the dedication f ^u a a u 
of the' royal capitals. Whatevei it wa. d nit 
eommemorate, it was a proolamation tl t h was th 
absolute possessor of the vast Peisian p ul th t 
he was at peace with all the woild And wh 1 t w s 
commemoi-ative of glorious achievements, it would 
seiTO also to animate his soldiers, gratify his of&eera and 
allied princes, and prepare them for future exploits. 
Men are but little more than children aU their lives. 
If they ai-e not engaged in war, they must haTe fetes 
and feasts. It is on this principle that faira, fire com- 
panies and the like, besides their intrinsic utility, are 
of great use in working off surplus excitement, and so 
preventing social or civil disturbances. The French 
Emperor understands this subject well, and so did old 
Ahasuerns. Accordingly he made a feast worthy of 
himself, and of his empire. It was an extraordinary 
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display of his wealth, before his uobility and the prineos 
of all the oonquored provinces — pomp so extraordinary 
liad never before been seen in the world — auoh rioh 
canopies, gorgeous curtains, tall columns, and rich 
stuffe suspended in feetooiig, goldea eonclics, tcsselated 
flooi-s, beds of gold and silver, overlaid or studded with 
gold and silver — divans sucli only as Orientals can 
malce— a foaat and a display compared witk which all 
other feasts and pomps seem nothing better than fam- 
ine and poverty. There was a whole world of food- 
meats and drinks — and that for half of the year for 
guests from far and near — from ahnndredand twenty- 
seven provinces. It has been usual, in all ages, to 
celobrato victories and the acoeasion of a new sovereign 
to the throne hy acta of olomency and feasting. In 
China it is the custom to have three years of mourning 
on the death of an emperor, during which no piihlio 
feastecanbo held; hut, at the expiration of this pe- 
riod, the suoooeding monarch gives an inauguration 
festival of very great magnificeoce. 

The feast of Ahasuerus was not like that of Bel- 
shazzer, Dan. v, to profane the sacred vessels, nor 
defy the God of the Hebrews, nor was it murderous 
like Herod's, nor like Moheraet Ali's feast of death to 
the Mamelukes. Nor was there any compulsoiy drink- 
ing, nor mixed dancing. The walta was never known 
at a Persian court, nor would it be tolerated for a mo- 
ment in any Oriental palace. And the drinking taas 
according to law; and none did coripel: for so the 
Icing had ivppointed to all the officers of his house, that 
ihei/ should do according to evef!/ man's pleasure. 
There was genuine politeness at the king's feast in re- 
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gard to drinking. It was acaordvng to law. It was a 
Greek custom to compel every guest to keep the round 
or leave the company. The rule was drink or be (/one, 
and surely the latter was far the safest and best. The 
Bomana made some advance toward the politeness of 
the Persians in choosing a ruler of the feast. He was 
chosen hy the casting of a dioOj and called the arbiter 
hibendi, and his i-egulationa were supreme. It was his 
duty to suit each guest with tlie wine he preferred, and 
to mingle water with the drink of a guest who was 
about to become too much excited. See Hor. Sat. lib. 
ii, and Latin poets. Iq health, man's best di-ink is a 
little water. But if advanced in life, or afflicted with 
oft infirmities and a weak stomach, like Timothy's, or 
if from the pressure of good society, wine as used, then 
true politeness, as well as morality and religion, forbids 
the absurd practice of urging people to drink, or to eat, 
what is not agreeable to them, or more than is to their 
taste. It is cruelty — it is diabolical to over persuade 
or allure a friend — especially a youth, into any excess, 
either of eating or drinking. We must be tempemte 
I all things, and do all we can to make 



The length of this feast is not incredible. We have 
parallels. In modern times, we read of feasts in Persia 
continuing one hundred and eighty days. We read also 
of a Chinese Emperor, who frequently gave feasts that 
continued one hundred and twenty days. The apoc- 
ryphal Judith says that Nabuchadnosor kept a feast at 
Nineveh for a hundred and twenty days, in honor of 
his victory over Arphaxed. And, according to Athe- 
naus, lib. iv ; 13, Deip. Ariamnes undertook to feast 
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tlie whole Gaulish nation for a year, and did actually 
succeed in supplying them during a whole year with 
tents, meat and wine. The feast of king Ahasuernfl 
was a double one. Firet, to the princes and nohles, for 
one hundred and eighty days, and tuJien these da^s 
were expired, the Jeing made a feaM unto all the 
people that were present in Shushan, both great and 
smaU, seven days. And also Vashti, the q%ieen, made 
a feast for the women, in the ro^al house vihieh be- 
longed to king Ahasuery^. There is no diffioulty iu 
our atory, growing out of the polygamy and exciu- 
siyeness of the harem of eastern princes. Tor, though 
they had aevei'aJ wives, they had only one queen. 
The patriarchs and Hebrew kings had several seconda- 
ry wives — concubines, who were really their wives — 
but only the childi-en of oae, the first wife, could in- 
herit the birthright or the crown. David and Solomon 
had but one queen. The Sultan of Turkey may have 
ninety wives, but there can he but one Sultana. Nov 
is there any want of proof that ancient oriental queens 
were crowned, as Vaahti and Esther were. The wife 
of Mithridates was strangled with ]ier own diadem, 
which was fastened with white and purple bands 
around the head. But this was by no means the last 
time that a orown cost a head. They are always dan- 
gerous, but they were especially so to English queens, 
in the days of Henri/ the Eighth. Observe, also, that, 
according to oriental custom, Vashti feasts with her 
women in the female apartments, while the king feasts 
in the court of the royal gardens. Women did not 
mingle with the men in public as with us, except on 
some speoial occasions. The king held his feast in the 
5a 
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cQitft of the gardens, because no room waa large enougli, 
and because, ia tliat climate, it was more pleasant. 
The Orientals aj-e fond of gardens, and of feasting oat 
of doora. " The sweet watera" of Asia and of Europe 
are favorite resorts for the kdiea of OoHStantinople. 
These are public gardens, chiefly used for walking, 
smoking and eating. T!ie ladies monopolize them, un- 
der the guardianship of eunucts. Open courts are 
common in eastera houses. Such courts were often 
paved with colored marbles or panted tiles, and hence 
our Mosaic, that is, Miisivc work, for I believe it is ad- 
mitted the Romans borrowed it from the Ureeks, and 
the Greeks from the Asiatics ; and if the Romans got 
it from the Etruscans and Latins, they learned it fram 
the Egyptians. 

To what extent the king's brain became wild with 
" wine and wassail," as the flashing goblet circulated, 
is not apparent. He was, however, seized with the 
desire to have the queea before him, with the crown 
royal — all ia her jewelled robes andwith her diadem on, 
to show the people and the princes her heaui^,f<ir she 
was fair to look on. No doubt he considered her the 
greatest treasure of his kingdom, He seemed to have 
designed to shut up the fejst bv the dazzling sight of 
the queen, amyed m a]l hei spaikling robes, so that 
his princely guests might go away, saying. King Ahas- 
uerus 11 richer in the bciutj aud loveliness of his 
queen thaE in all the treasures of his one hundred and 
twenty and seven piovinces We have an instance 
fiom Herodotus that explains, in lome measure, the 
king's command to bnng in the queen. He tells us 
that, when seven Persians were sent to Amytas, a Gre- 
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ciaa priuee, and being hoapitably entertained by him, 
as tlie Peraiaoa began to drink, thej said to bim : 
" Prince of Macedonia, it is a custom with, us Persians, 
whenever we have a public entertainment, to introduce 
our concubines and young wives." 

The Tarffwn's rendering, that the kiag commanded 
to bring the queeu Into his presence, naked, is not at 
all probable, and seems to me to he positively contra- 
dicted hy the text — to bring the gueen he/ore the king, 
with the crown royal. 

But when the sEjien. chamherlaiiis that served in the 
presence of the Jevng brought his command to the queen, 
did she appear before him ? Astonishing ! The queen 
Va^ti refused to come at the king's commandment "by 
his chamberlains. How ea.a she justify herself for such 
disobedience? Perhaps she thought within herself, 
'for more than six montlis the king has been carrying 
on this revelry, and I and my women have had our 
feasting among ourselves ia our apartments. I am sure 
if the king were at himself, he would not have sent me 
Buoh a commandment. It will not really honor him to 
gratify this foolish humor of his; and when he comes 
to sober reflection lie will thank me for saving him from 
the disgrace of having made such an exhibition of me. 
It is not the king, but the wine that is in him, that sent 
the chamberlains to me with this esti-aordinaiy mes- 
sage. And as the wit is oiit when the wine is in, so 
also I fear all prudence is lost. There is no knowing 
what excesses ai-o going on in the royal gardens — what 
insults may be offered to me. The king's commaudment 
is unusual, unsafe, needless and immodest. I will not 
go.' "Well, proud queen, we are astonished at your re- 
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fuaal. We sympathiee with your modost and Tii'tnoua 
reflections, but we cannot approve of your disobedience. 
The king has not transcended his lawful power in seed- 
ing for you. It is according to the laws and constitu- 
tion of the empire. Nor has he commanded yon to sin 
against your conscience as to any religious scruples. 
And have you well oonsidered also that the wrath of a 
king is terrible— especially of a royal despotic husband ? 
Do you remember that the blood once inflamed by strong 
drink is easily made to boil with rage, eves toward 
those that were most tenderly loved but a few momentg 
before? Do you think how you are mortifying his 
pride— eclipsing all his glory — in the presence of all 
the princes and people of his vast empire? Do you 
suppose, however much he loves you, that he can aJlow 
himself to receive such a slight, at such a time and be- 
fore such a company, from a woman, even if she is his 
queen? You cannot suppose for a moment that the 
son of Xerxes and sovereign of such an empire can 
allow his nobles and guests to retire from such a feast, 
saying, "How poor and miserable a man is this great 
Ahasuorus. He may govern one hundred and seven 
and twenty provinces, but he cannot govern one woman. 
He rules an empire from India to Ethiopia, but ho can- 
not i-ule his own bed-chamber." 

I do not know queen Vashti's motives — I am aot 
able to fathom her disposition. She was beautiful, and 
she waa a queen* It is not at all sti-ange, therefore, 
that she had a will of her own. The fair ses are seldom 
wanting in that. But I do not find any justification of 
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her disobedienoe, linless the king liad commaiided her 
to do something that was eonti-ary to law, and was con- 
trary to her sense of duty to God, But the records do 
not favor any such idea. We admire the queen'a 
courage and modesty, for though beautiful she was aot 
v^n or bold; for if she had been she would not LaTS 
lost such an opportunity of displaying her charms. And 
she must have been a woman also of great physical and 
moral courage, or she would not have given up so much 
grandeur, and incurred the risk of losing her head as 
well as her crown ; for she could not have been ignorant 
of what would probably be the r^ult of her refusal, 
and the wonder is that the royal counsellors were satis- 
fied with taking away her crown. Her conduct could 
scarcely have been construed into aajthing short of 
treason, for as a Peraian subject, how could she refuse 
obedience to the king? But I am unwilling to believe 
that Vafthti is such a rara avis in territ — that a black 
swan is not half so i-aie a bird as many interpreter will 
have it. For there are many women who would sur- 
render a crown rather than their character, and ^ve 
up life itself rather than sin against their sense of right 
and duty. No mere prudery, however, can justify her 
disobedience. Unless it was a sin to obey, it was a sin 
for her to disobey. "It is not," says the pious bishop 
Hall, " for a good wife to judge of her husband's will, 
but to execute it; neither to go into a cui-ious inqaisi- 
tion for the reasons of an enjoined chaise, much less 
into a resistance; but in a hood-winked simplicity she 
must follow whither she is led, (even if it is to Cali- 
fornia,) as one that holds her chief praise to consist in 
subjection to her own hasband." 
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Therefore was the hhtg very wroth, and his anger 
hwned in him, — is an oricutal phraise for intense auger. 
It occura elsewhere ia tlie Bible. But iu the midst of 
his rage ho determiiied to abide by the law, and by the 
jadgmeiitof those who knew tlio law, aud what it became 
Mm to do in this emergency, for though possessed of su- 
preme power, he waa obliged by custom to consult the 
first men of the kingdom, which saw Lis face, and who 
knew the common law of the empire, and who ootdd cite 
precedents and tell him how other kings Iiad done in 
similar cases. And so it was that after consultation with 
the wisie men which knew the times, for so was the king's 
manner, he made a law in the heat of passion which he 
would have been glad afterward had it never beeii made. 
The wise men, verse 13, wore astrologers and magicians, 
such as were common in Egypt, Babylon, and the East — 
men wio profcsssed to be able to foretell future events, 
and to frame suitable laws for the government of 
princes aud empires, by reading the past and the fnturc 
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to the king — ^tliat lie had more awthoiity in the king's 
cabinet than he had ia hio oira castle, and that, ac- 
cordingly, he wished to make a great State affair of the 
qneen'a disohedieuoe, that ho might have a royal ediot 
to deliver himself from domeatio tyranny. His opinion 
seems to mo, however, a poor piece of ai-gument. The 
queen's conduct, in dl other respects, seems to have heen 
BO dutiful, that no charge could he brought against her 
hut this one act of disobedience ; hut from it ho drew 
a general inference, that if the queen's disobedience was 
not resented, all the Persian ladies would follow her ex- 
ample, and there would he a general domestic insurrec- 
tion throughout the empire. His associates were either 
so dniok that they did not nnderstand his counsel, or 
were unable to give one of their own, or were so anxious 
to make the slavery of their harems still more perfect, 
. that they all assented to it, and the king issued a de- 
cree accordingly. His argument i-an from the gi-eater 
to the less — if the queen heraelf is divorced for one act 
of disobedience, and loses her crown, much more must 
all wives of inferior rank submit to their lords. The 
nobles evidently fanned the flame of the monarch's 
wrath with a hearty good will. They wished a with- 
ering rebuke — a striking example to go from the 
throne — so that all their Mrs. Caudles — all their sti-ong- 
minded wives might, at once, be made to obey implicitly 
their lordly humora. They persuaded the king that, 
unless he acted promptly and very decidedly, there 
would be daily revolutions in every household in his 
kingdom, and though they prevailed in having the de- 
cree issued, I have no idea they gained anything by it. 
There were, and there always have been, and, I pre- 
5b 
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siime, there always will be til) the milleniuni, domestic 
as well aa civil aad national reYolwtions. 

" Let there go, therefore," said they, " a rojal com- 
mandment from the king, and let it be written among the 
laws of tte Persians anil the Modes, that it be altered not." 
So wise and so perfect did they esteem themselves, that 
they held that their laws conld never he amended or re- 
pealed This was ignorance equalled only hy presump- 
tion Stability in laws is, however, a gi-eat blessing, for 
fieijuent changes are almost as bad as no laws. With 
u', happily, it is a part of our Oonstitntion and laws that 
they may be amended or repealed, in a constitutional 
and peaceful way. But with the Persians, if it was once 
entered in the records of the empire that Vaahti was 
no longer qaeea, and that every man should bear rule 
in his own honse, then there was no door open for dis- 
pute or change. In this royal decree against insubor- 
dination and Caudle-lecturing, there is much that is 
true and much that was tyrannioal ; but the decree itself 
was unnecessary and unwise. A modern annotator says, 
it is one of the most amusing things in all histoiy to look 
at the king of Persia and his jovial compatriots — -the 
sages of the greatest monarchy on earth — issuing a de- 
cree, in all the known languages of the day, that every 
man. should hear rule in his own house. Doubtless, 
when this decree was published, there was an " inex- 
tinguishable burst of siinll memmeut through every 
one of the hundred and twenty-seven provinces." As 
far, however, as this decree was proper, it was substanti- 
ally nothing more than a Persian edition of the great 
Creator's will. The Persian's edict did not add anything 
to its authority. It originally came from Q-od. It is a 
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necessary and proper law. Common sense, from tliefoun- 
dation of the world, in every nation, even among savage 
tribes, has taught the nooessity and propriety of a man 
mling as head of his own household. The unalterable 
decree of the king of Persia is also the uuohangeable law 
of Heaven. " Let every man love his wife as himself, 
and the wife see that she reverence her husband." 
Bph.v; 33. " Wives submit youi-selves \mto your own 
husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. Husbands love 
yoiir wives, and be uot bitter against them," Col. iii; 
18, 19. 

1. And does not this history teaoh us, that the great 
lam of domestic happiness is hve ? No Persian decrees 
are re<juired to esecute the mandates of love, aor can 
any royal oommandmcut make a household happy with- 
OTit it. Woman is man's other self. She is his great- 
his chief joy, both in sunshine and iu 
Her society is necessai-y to correct his pride 
aud aelflshnesa, and to refine his mannera and elevate 
his feelings and hopes. A palace as magnificent as that 
of the Oaar without a woman is but a miserable garret, 
to shiver and freeze in, both as to body and soul. And 
a log cabin, with a true woman's love, is a palace worth 
more than that of king Ahaaueras. Aa English wit, 
(Jen-old,) says that tea with the flowers and scents of 
the warm East has exercised so great a social iufluenee 
upon the masses of the English people, that it is not 
veiy easy to say too much in praise of it. It has civ- 
iliaed brutish and turbulent homes, saved the drunkard 
from his doom, and to many a mother given cheei-ful, 
peaceful thoughts, in a home that othei-wise would hava 
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been forlora and wretelied. But I fancy that in this 
rhapsody of the hnmanising miasiou of tea, he aJwaya 
included the refining influence of woman. Foi tea 
without lier delicate hand and inspiring presence, is 
eoarooly better than the miaerable weed that rivals it in 
public favor. It ia only when woman — " lovely woman," 
presides at the urn, suiTOunded by the olive plants of 
wedded love, that I can see in the stream of steam rol- 
ling from the kettle the fiJlen idols of the Pagan bar- 
bariam of the East tumbling down, and the beauteous 
temples of truth, freedom and piety, rising in their 
stead. 

The true way for all queens to rule is to " stoop to 
eonqner." Let their husbands call themselves fa much 
as they please "the lords of creation," and let them 
seem to hold the reins, but it is theirs to tell them how 
to drive. This is the more excellent way. The dis- 
pute about the sphere of the sexes ia as iiuphilosophi- 
cal as it is unscriptural. It is G-od's will that man 
should be the head and woman the heart of society. 
If he is ita strength, she is its solace. If he is its 
wisdom, she is its gi-aee and consolation. And where 
there is the proper view of marriage, or of the sacred 
duties that G-od requires of husband and wife, there is 
no strife as to who shall goYera, Eoth rule. The word 
of G-od is exceedingly plain on this subject. Domestic 
strife is always a great evil, but it becomes doubly so 
when it ocoura ha/ore company, as happened with the 
hing of Persia, and when professed friends come in and 
make bad worse. It is then the wound becomes in- 
culpable. 

2. Let us learn to guard against all esoesaes, not only 
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in feasting and in tlie loss of time, but of feeling and 
passion. How incoDsidcrate, how rash, how sinful waa 
Hci-od'e oath and ten-ibla decree against John the 
Baptist! And scarcely less wicbod were the king's 
unjust and cruel proceodingB agtiinst his wife. And 
because of unjust and sinful aepai-atlona between hna- 
bands and wives our land mourneth, and our State has 
become a hissing and a term, of reproach. I know not 
where to find language to describe the sin and evils of 
divorce as it prevails in our day. Accordiag to law 
marriage is merely a civil contract, but that does not allow 
us to forget the saerednoss of the tie that binds husband 
and wife together, nor has any legislature the right to 
separate them, except as the word of God allows. The 
tendency of the age seems to remove all restraint upon 
marriage, which of eouise is contrary to good manners 
aad morality, and contrary to the word of God. 

If the king had not taken counsel of his own hot 
blood, and of his wise men undei the influence of wine, 
lie hfid not brought upon himself a world of trouble. 
A single word spoken in acgei, oi an act done under 
the excitement of the passions, may cause a lifetime of 
repentence. Constitutions are very differently con- 
structed. Men's educations, temperaments and circum- 
Bt d ff b t 11 h Id t Imly d t II bly 

adwthg thaafjt ward th f 11 w m It 

w mwthG- IJL totakmltm 

t d 1 b t —to th k t th It 1 t — b t 
wl th I t w t I tl t think ly 

of eeutiUo It. 

3. Motv emphatic a lesson is here ofh%inan vanil^! 
The great monarch of such a vast empire is not able to 



bt Google 



110 THE IIBBREW-PEUSIAN QUEEN. 

^0 e Q f m elf i.n1 all tl grandeur of liaK a year's 
fe tu sjj lei lij the 1 sobedience of his queen. 
Th wa^ tlxe dead fly ti his pot of ointment. One 
han Ired an 1 twe ty e enj ovinoes did not satisfy him. 
Th wh le e-i -th w s not enougli for one for whose 
mort 1 em n le& than two eUs have long since been 
^u te fcufii ent The p de f displaying the riches of 
hs emp ewas a wmly happiness " that eould not fill 
Lis heart. No eaithly portion can satisfy the human 
soul, for it was made iu the image of God, aud nothing 
but God in Ohi-ist can now make it happy. 

Ahaauenis' feast was full and flowing aud long but 
it had an end, and where now is all its glo y ? And 
how much the better to-day is it with h m ind h s 
courtiers that they had so long a revelry n t! p oy 1 
gardens 1 "What does it matter that thev h d 1 e Is of 
gold and silver, and feasted and laughed an 1 j is. ed 
(doug the jest and the song I Great was the coniuence 
of peoples at the king's tables, but they are all gathered 
with a much greater assembly — ^the congregation of the 
dead, whose sisters are worms, and whose mother is 
oon-uption, Happy, and only happy, is he wh si- sin 
ate fo^ven, whose iniquity is pardoned aud who has 
a pai't ill tbe resurrection of the just. 

4. Alas ! that so lovely a place as a epi len should 
have been the scene of such reveliy and smumg A 
garden is assooiated with some of our holiest and sad 
dest thoughts. Sin fastened on our race m a gaiden 
It was in a garden the curae was pronounced and tteie 
too the gi-eat promise of a Redeemer was given. And 
it was in a garden the Messiah entered the lists of mor- 
tal combat to bruise the old sei'pent's head. Our gar- 



bt Google 



OUK LOVELY GABDBNS. Ill 

deas — wonU that ne had miny muic of tli m — tli-vt 
tlicu beauty inl fiagimce inip,ht le 1 us to aluio the 
Croatoi and to pom forth ti Him amid hi9 gloiioua 
worts the grateful oheerfti! homage of the heart In 
Bteid then of making ui giidens the scenes of « uful 
luuth 'ind disiipatioi as did the Persian king let uu 
make them ntori s for i lous hieathin^a toheaien — 
let thpm gne us thoughts of (lod and t the 1 ve nnd 
BTiffeiings ot his Sou Ji,sua Chnst. It lu to Sim wo 
owe all our pleasures in the ci-eatui-ee and gifts of Provi- 
dencOj as well as the hope of eternal life. And ao also 
let the gai-den be a preacher to us of our frailty. Ver- 
ily at our best estate we are altogether Yaoity. We 
are like the grass that springs tip in the morning, and 
is cut down and withered in theevening. Our days are 
few and full of sorrow. Our posseasiona and enjoy- 
ments here below, are passing awaj as the tender dgh- 
inga of the evening breeze that passes over our garden 
plants. All our gardens of delight are in a vale of 
tears. let us then send oar affections up before hand 
to heaven, and lisi them upon things at God's right 
hand, and so plant them ia the Paradise above, that in 
due season, we may be ti-ansplanted ourselves from 
these low grounds of sorrow to the shores of a blissful 
immortality. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



ESTHER CHOSEN QUEEN. 



- The very first 



Of Iiuman lifo must spring from ■womiin's tircaat. 
Your iii-st small words are taught yon from liov lip; 
Yoiir firat [oars quBEoheii by hor, and your last sig' 
Too often breathed out in a. iroman's heaving, 
When, men haye shrunk from tho ignoble onro 
Of watching the last hour," 

Byroii'a Sardampalas. 



I riper ago our compan- 
Lord Bacon. 



Ws have loarnoj something of Persia, past and pre- 
sent — as it was, lias been and now is — so far as sucli 
brief bistorical items were thought to bo conducive to 
the proper UBderstaQding of the Book of Esther and 
our better acquaint w'tl th ndition of the He- 
brews at the time f th Vd t and wc have made 
a viflit to Susa, and b t lu d to the Idng Ahm- 

uaiis, and have eont mj 1 til npire and his capi- 
tal — -the extent, ri 1 and 1 ry if his vast domin- 
ions, and were an in t d gu t w th the princes of his 
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onehundred and twenty-seven proTinees,fromIndtaeven 
unto Ethiopia, at tlie feast ■wliicb he gave for one hnn- 
dred and four score dajs, to show " the riches, of his 
glorious kingdom and the honoi of hia excellent miies- 
ty." And then we visited the qneen, fea&ting with 
her women in the apnitments of the loyal house that 
belonged to king Ahisuerus, and we saw how she le- 
eeived the king's coHimnnd to appeal befoiehim "with 
the orowii royal, to show the people and the prmees her 
heauty." We have heard her hatig!ity and firm re- 
fusal, and how the king was very angry, and how his 
cabinet advised her itoiaediate divorce, and how it was 
done, and the king and all the si^es of Persia and Me- 
dia decreed, by a royal oommandment that could not 
be altered, and how it was written and sent into every 
province and to every people, aft«rtheir own language, 
tlial every man shovM hear rule in Ms own house, and 
that all wives throughout all the empire shail give to 
their husbands honor, hoth to great a/nd sm.all. 

In these transactions there are some things oommend- 
able and some things very much to be blamed. It must 
have been a terrible mortification to tho great hing 
Ahasiieras at such a time, when he was showing his 
riches and the power of Persia and Media to his princes 
and servants, to be obliged to submit to such disobe- 
dience in his queen. ''Is this the man of a thousand 
thrones ?" What a pity that he who governed millions 
of meu and reigned supreme over so vast an empire 
could not govern himself I His weakness is seen in liis 
excessive indulgence in wine and iu his vanity, and in 
giving such a command at such a tune. As a king 
and as a husband, it was his honor and his duty to be 
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a covci'iDg of the eyes to liis wife, and uot aa esposei' 
of her modesty. Gen. xx: 16. But in his seeking 
adyioe of hie wise men there is somethiag commendahle. 
Despot aa he was, he desired everything to be done 
according to law. The king, thougli excited with wiue 
and excee I'n ly y d 11 p werful, woidd not 

have anythi g d y to ! usages and consti- 

tution of h mp Al 1 m filly is seen in the 

choice of his uns II ai d \ j leoa's gi-eatness of 
genius is h f h h could hear all his 

cabinet had y 1 ga h up all the varied informa- 
tion they had to give, and then act independently upon 
his own judgment and without hesitation. As a general 
rule, it is trae that the greater the power the greater 
the need of advice Jest it be abused, and yet the greater 
the danger, and die need of true coweage to give it. 

Though we have admired the beauty, dignity and 
courage of queen Vashti, we have not been able to ex- 
cuse her disobedience, as most interpreter have done. 
The record does not authorize us to find that her obe- 
dience would have been a sin against C!od, and therefore 
we cannot justify it. Her divorce, however, was hasty, 
cruel, and contrary to the will of G-od and to good 
morals. Nor is it long till the king has leisure to repent 
of what he had done in wicked haste. Wlien the wrath 
of the king was a/ppeased he remembered Vashti, and 
what she had done, and what was decreed against her. 
And no doubt now he would have been glad to receive 
her back again as Lis wife; but his counsellors knew 
very well if this was done it would cost them their 
heads; therefore, they said, "Let there be fair young 
virgins sought for the king, and let the maiden that 
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pleaiseth the king be queen iostead of Vasliti." , "And 
the tiling pleased the kiiig, and he did so." Esther 
ii: 1, 4. 

In the advico hevo given to the king we recognize 
the voice of the minister Memnoan, You romem- 
bei his plea for divorcing Vashti waa that it was neces- 
sary ia order that wives should he made to honor their 
husbands. The object proposed was a good one. 
Evety man's house should bo his castle, and every man 
should bo lord of his own castle, and his wife and chil- 
dren should be in subjection to him. Good order in 
families undoubtedly lies at the foundation of a well 
regulated state. But husbands should bo careful not to 
give unreasonable commands. They ought not to verge 
on gi-ouod that is in itself sinful to occupy. Nothing 
IS more levolting to a refined mmdthan family quarrels 
or dome fio hiekeiingt Domineering on the part of 
eithoi husband or wife is eontiiiy to trae i-efinement 
lud to the 'pint of chiistianity lad to the express 
wotds of the apostles The couseijueneea of such in- 
subordination ai-e well stated by Meinucau. " If," says 
he, " wives desi^ise their husbands, whom they ought 
to roverenoe, and contend for dominion over them 
whom they ought to obey, then there will be nothing 
but insubordination and sti'ife, and flie higher in society 
the ease may be, that is an example, the gi'eater will itfl 
influence be." Though this statesman-courtier had a 
veiy difficult and dangerous post to fill — that of inter- 
fering between a man and his wife, and of helping his 
Sovereign to forget his sorrow for abusing one queen 
by taking another, yet he seems to have had courage 
and skill quite suf&cient for Lis difficult task. His 
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advice was tighly politic. The plan he proposed, while 
it woiild serve to iugratiate himself into the king's 
favor, by eoimselling him to follow hia own humor in 
having a wife, it would gratify him also in relieving his 
grief for the loss of tlio old queen by the channs of a 
new oae. Goui'tier-UIte, he was cai'eful to be oa the 
winning side. His incense was to the lising sun, not 
to the setting, Memncan would have been a fit coun- 
sellor for Henry the Eighth. Josephas, however, thinks 
well of him, and pronounces him an boncst man, and 
sincerely desiroiis of promoting the public good by 
securing the ends of justice, which, as a politician in 
such a eonrt, was not an easy work. Josephus also says 
that Ahasnerus was sincerely attached to Tashti, and 
would most gladly have forgiven this offense, if he ' 
could have done so according to law, or consistently 
with his dignity as the king of so great an empire. 
And no doubt Memucan seeiag this disposition in tho 
king, was the more nrgent for immediate measures to 
get a queen instead of Vashti, for her return to favor 
would of course imply his ruin. 

The measure proposed to the king for obtaiaiDg a 
queen instead of Vashti, is substantially the same that 
is used for replenishing the Harem or sei-aglio, to this 
day. The most beantifnl throughout the land are 
bought or selected for the Harem, without regard to 
mitionality, or any question as to the condition of their 
birth, whether high or low, free or slaves. 

In the East tho regulation of the harems of princes 
and rich men are substantially the same everywhere, 
and have been but little, if at all changed since the 
days of Solomon, Even the restriction of the Koran, 



bt Google 



118 THE HEBREW- PERSIAN QUEEN. 

allowiug obIj four wives, has not produced mucli 
change, for it places no limit to tlie number of concu- 
bines or secondary wiyes. In Solomon's hai-em there 
were seven hundred women of high hirth — " piin- 
cesses,"— -and three hundred concubines, making, ex- 
clusive of the female slaves of his establisliment, which 
wci-e no doubt very numerous, one thousand wives of 
the first and second classes. These wives and their 
attendants occupied apartments of theu" own, seldom or 
never seeing each other. Solomou's establishment then 
Must have been very large. It is no wonder he had 
need for the gold of Ophir, and for the spices and gums 
and ivory of the whole world. But even great as his 
establishment was, we are not altogether without paral- 
lels. It has been stated that the late emperor of China 
had three thousand womon in his seraglio, many of 
whom it 18 probable, he never saw. The usual number 
in the establishment of the great Moguls of India, was 
reckoned at a thousand. Sultan Selim is said to have 
had two thousand ; the Sultan Achmed three thousand, 
and the Persian king Khosroes, who died A. D, 579, 
aocording to his historian had twelve thousand females 
in his harem. Our Bible word concubine, signifies a 
female occupying a middle condition between wife and 
slave. She lawfully belonged to her owner, and could 
claim his protectioa as a secondary wife, and could not 
have any other husband, no more than if she were his 
only wife. Onental polygamy is altogether a different 
thing from the free love system of our day, and. bad as 
it is, it is not so corrupting. 

The females of an Oriental seraglio may be divided 
into three classes: I'irst, The favorites, who, without 
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the legal rights of wives, are cousidered as such of the 
first class. If one of these becomes the mother of a 
son who is aciuowl Ig d s tl h ' to the throne, then 
this mother (wife) th It. na nd the sovereign and 
all his other wIycs e a. wn h the queen. This 

is the case with the It f n tantinople. For it 
is a part of the state i 1 f Tu key that the Swltan 
can never marry, bu o k p h hai-em filled with 
womea who have n p 1 1 al I rights. They all 

enter his seraglio as la and e only in his favor 
as they have children oti flu nee over him, But 
there can never be but one sultana at a time, and issue 
of no other can inherit the throne. The seoondaj^ 
wives, or concwbiaes, aro the second class; and the 
iMrd class are called Odalika, or as it is in Fi-eiioh, 
Odalisques, which I believe is a Turkish word, signify- 
ing "slaves of the household." These are the female 
slaves of the establishment kept for the pleasure of the 
prince or great man. They aj to wait their time for 
promotion, and although it may and does not come to 
most of them, yet it is possible, and does happen to one 
and another. 

In Persia the Shah marries, and usually contracts 
Buoh aUiauces with ladies of high family, for the pur- 
pose of strengthening his hand. It was with this view 
that the great Zenobia, Queen of Pabnyi-a, designed to 
wed one of her daughtera with the son of the terrible 
Sapor of Persia, that she might the better provide 
against the growing power and eastern oonfjuests of 
imperial Rome under Aurelian. It is true, however, 
that the Persian sovereigns both in ancient and modern 
times have been restless and dissatisfied with this re- 
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to sovereignty. And perhaps thei'e is not m any his- 
tory a more striking illustration of this, and at the same 
fdme one more appropriate to our subject, than Catherine 
the First of Russia, wife of Peter the Great. She was a 
Livonian peasant of the humblest ori^n, and taken 
prisoner at the sacking of a town in Peter'a first war 
with Sweden, and aftenrards became his wife, and for 
her great services to him and the army on the Pruth, 
when engaged against the Turks, was crowned with 
great pomp at Moscow, and succeeded, on the Caar'a 
death, to the throne of all the Russiaa,* And if this 
is credible in the history of Russia in the sixteenth 
contuiy, why is not the Book of Esther crodiblo in the 
history of Persia five hundred years before Christ? 

Now there lived, at this time, in the royal city of Susa, 
that is, Shuahan, a Jew of the tiibe of Benjamin, of the 
captivity in Babylon, whcse name was Mordeoai, and lie 
had an uncle's daughter, whoso father and mother were 
dead, whom he had taken for his own daughter, and 
brought up with great oaro and kindness. She was 
very "besminStiX—^was fair of form and good of counte- 
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nance, as U is literally in the test. Her parents called 
her Hadasnali, fchat is, a inyrtle ; hut, when she waa 
introdueed at court, the Persians, according to our 
Greek autliors, called her Esther, that is, a etar. The 
second Targam says, this name Tras giyen to her from 
the name of the star Venua, which, in Greek, is Aster. 
The fair SimoiBius of H m n h m ' great Ajas sent," 
so tragically, " to th h d -a f hell," received his 
name from the rive S m n whose banlta he was 
hora. Numerous i ta the BJble, and it 

was generally if not uni lly th case, among eastern 
people, to give nam a t th h Idren expressive of 
some remarkable ac d t nn t d with their hirth. 
It is most likely, th f a th myi'tle, in Persia, is 
one of the most del te and h ut ful of flowers, that 
Hadassah's parenta considered her exceedingly heanti- 
ful at hirth, and gave her this name because they 
thought her as heautiful as the myrtle in the land of 
their captivity. See Hiad iv: 549. 

Now it came to pass, in the collecting of maidens, 
according to the king's decree, thdt Hadassah was 
brought to the king's house, to the custody of Hege, 
chief officer of the king's harem, and she pleased him, 
and he showed her special favors during the time of her 
purification. I think the Vulgate and Josephiis must 
he in error in calling Esther Movdecai's niece ; for she 
was the daughter of Ahihail, the uncle of Mordecai, 
and was, therefore, as we should say, his cousin. This 
is the Hehrew. It is true, however, that terms of rela- 
tionship are used with considerable vagueness in orien- 
tal languages, and even in some modern ones. This 
Hege was, no doubt, as the Septuagiut, Vulgate, Tar- 
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gum and the Sjriaa all say, the king's cHief euinich.. 
It is well known that such persons only have the cus- 
tody of tlie harems of the East. Mege and Hegai are, 
doubtless, only variations of the same name. 

The maids of honor appointed to Esther, and the 
style of her entertainment, as described in the test, may 
he illustrated from Knoller'a description of a bridal pro- 
cession and traveling equipage of a hride in Turkey. 
He says he saw one that had " eleven coaches full of 
young maidens attended by black eunuchs, and these 
were followed by twenty-eight virgin slaves, attired in 
cloth of gold and accompanied by twenty-eight black 
eunuchs on horse back and richly clad. And then fol- 
lowed two hundred and forty mules, loaded with cloth 
of gold, tapestry, satin, velvet and cushions, which are 
the chairs of Tnrkisli ladies," 

The things for their purification were oil of niyiTh 
and sweet odors, as we learn from chap, ii: IStk verse. 
The myrrh was used sis months, and tlien the sweet 
odors sis months — making twelve months for the 
trial, lest the king should be imposed upon. There 
may also have been something of State in keeping the 
damsels so long in preparation, and something educa- 
tional. The Orientals are proverbially fond of oils and 
odors, and the profusion indicated in the text gives us 
some idea of the luxury and sensuaJ magniiceaee of the 
Persian court at that time. The king's taste was fas- 
tidious. The ofEeers of his household thought sis 
months' perfuming with the oil of myn-h neeeasaiy to 
make the skin soft and smooth, and sis months of sweet 
odors to make the body vigorous, and to give it, in a 
hot country, an agreeable scent. Hege was, indeed. 
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charmed with the Ilelirew maid at first sight, and be- 
fore the king saw her, his chief officer Jiad decided 
she should he the queen. He accordingly gave her the 
best apartments of the Seraglio, and special attention to 
prepare her for the king. 

In the tenth and eleventh verses of the second chap- 
ter, we find that Esther did not make known her peo- 
ple. Mordecai had told her not to show that she was a 
Jewess. The reason usually given for Mordecai's com- 
mand does not seem to me to be con-ect. This reason 
is, that if she avowed herself a Jewess, she wonld have 
been pronounced a slave, and thrown out of the list of 
competitors at once. Histoij does not sustain this view. 
Slaves were eligible to the harem, and still are in the 
East, and from being an odalisque may become a sul- 
taua. And hesides, Esther was not a slave in any otter 
sense than were aU the Hebrews that had been trans- 
fen-ed from the Babylonian empire to the Persians as 
captives. The true reason no doubt was that Mordecai 
wished to prevent the unneoessaiy raising up of anv 
prejudice to her disadvantage — that she might have at 
least an equal opportunity with the rest. The knowl- 
edge that she was of the Hebrew race would have been 
against her. It was more expedient not to put her 
success in peril by unnecessary disclosures as to her 
nation. After her crown is move firmly settled, and she 
has a stronger hold on the heart of the ting, then it 
may be safer to bring to light that she belongs to a 
despised race. I do not, however, see here any com- 
promise of principle, nor any prevarication. Anything 
of this kind would have been sinful. For an untruth 
is never to he uttered, either by gesture or by silence — 
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no more than by words; but ail ti-uths are not suitable 
at all times. Nor is it necessary always to teU. all that 
we inow to be time. As no question was made about 
her parentage, or her religion, Mordecai tdcl Hadaaaah 
not to yolanteer to make any communications on the 
subject. This was a very differeat thing from telling 
her to deny her race and religion. He did not com- 
mand her to tell a lie. Nor did she violate any law or 
sin against aay moral obligation by not telling these 
things in adyauee. She sanctions no fraud, for her race 
and religion were no bartoher entrance into the harem, 
if known. And when duty calls, we find her avowing 
that she is a Jewess, and of the faith of Abraham. As 
no question was raised in gathering the fair virgins for 
tb k" ' h m t th ■ l\' th 

w d pt J t d Th wl fi d f It w tl 
d d w th B tl f t g th k 
I nd b m tl q t heatl k g 

1 k It J, th th istom i th tim d 

tn Thmmth tedthkghm 
she was elected to be his wife, just as Hagar was Abra- 
ham's seeondaiy wife. She was a captive — a subject, 
and the will of the king was the supreme law. And 
the moment she was called to the king's seraglio, she 
was engaged to him, andwhen she was taken to his bed, 
she was married to him, as the secondary wives of the 
patriarchs were to them, and when she was crowned she 
was qaeen. 

It is a common saying that all marriages are made in 
heaven, but that some how sometimes there is a mistake 
in their coming down to earth. Yet the Bible does 
oertMuly teach that a. good wife is from the Lord, and 
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that tho way for young people to expect happiness in 
wedded life is to marry in the Lord. In this case it is 
easily seen that the G-od of Abraham is engs^ed in 
providing the great king of Peraia with a wife. He is 
not indeed to he charged with the drunken revelry of 
the king, nor with Vaahti'a haughty disobedience, nor 
with the rash and lieavy j udgment of Memuoan ; yet it 
was His hand that gave incomparable beauty to this 
Jewess, and it was His spirit that gave her favor in tie 
eyes of the keeper of the women, and caused her also 
to obtain fa,Yor in tlic sight of tlie kin". 



bt Google 



bt Google 



CHAPTER VIII. 



" And tha king loTed Estlier above all tlie women, and she 
obtained grace and lavor in Ills eight more than all the virgins ] 
BO that hs set the royal ocown upon her head, and made her 
queen instead of Vasbti. Then the king made a great feast 
nnto all his princes and his serrants, even Esther's feast." 

Sather u: IT, 18. 

As Vaahti lost her tusband and her crown at a feast, 
BO it is with a feast and royal behests that Esther is 
proolaimed to have gained a husband and a crown, the 
very same that Vashti lost. The king seems desiiwis 
to show the coiu'tiers and princes of all his provinces 
that, as they had seen his mortification and revenge on 
one queen, so they should see his victory and magnifi- 
cence in crowning another younger and more beautiful. 
And he is determined the whole empire shaJi rejoice 
on account of her coronation. "And he made a release 
to the provinces, and gave gifts according to the state 
of the king." Verse 18. In our day, sometimes an 
amnesty ia proclaimed, prisoners are released, debts 
forgiven, and political offenders pardoned, in honor of 
the birth of a prince, or the pi-ociamation of peace after 
a terrible war, or in honor of the coronation of a sov- 
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ereigtt. lu like manner did Abasuerus Jiouor the ad- 
vanoemenfc of Esther to the royal crown with a great 
feast, and by the remission of trihwtes. It is probable 
that a tenth, or some considerable amoont of the eus- 
tom money, was allowed the queen for her household, 
just as in Great Britain, where it is known as the cwi- 
■nim Regmce, the queen's gold; and that, for the pur- 
pose of making her popular, this was remitted. Pilate 
was wont to skew the clemency of the Eoman GoTem 
nient by lele sing a piisunei unto the people at the 
Hebrew festivJ Heiodotus espiessly tells us that the 
Persiau kings weie at-oustomed to gi\e then wives 
cities and proYinoes for the purpose of siipplyiag them 
with d fieienfc aiticles of dies? one wis issigneJ for 
mimentng the heal ani nei'k anothei fo lobes 
^iidlei etc The uity of Anthd a was bestowed on 
one of the q leens of Persia to supply hei with sau 
dils The meimng of the text is that the n-\ emios 
which hid been thus used wete remitted — not col 
Lct^'d in order that the i enple might be pleised with 
the new queen; and the king himself i/ajie ^»/(s — sup- 
plied the pin montff, out of his own treasury accord- 
ing fo the state of ike Jrdng. 

A 00 1' t H brew tradition, Mordecai had been 

1 d his rostanoes by the captivity, but had 

ta d tl fi m nt and tastes of his former more 

pit d t His house was one of the best of 

1 1 in th d ys, situate by the river's side, and 

1 d fi m w by a gi-ove of cypresses. In his 

d w fi 1 ves, pomegranates and myrtle in 

hi IS h d his taste and industry. Being a 

f w 1 h 1 1 me in Judea, he was himself well 
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educated, ind highly valued the mititatioiss and leam- 
iDg of hi^ fatlxei land He had deyoted, therefore, the 
leisme of his jetiiement to stiidy and the training of 
this Hehiew maiden, tlie orplian diu^htei of hia uuoie. 
And aa sooa as he heirs ot the deoiee to collect al! 
the beautifdl maidena fni the royal senglin, his heart 
hounded with joy For he fplt gure none irere more 
charming than his lovely maid Ateoidmgly he flew 
with haste to her apa,rtment8 to open up the subject. 
As he came near, offering many ejaculatoiy thanks and 
prajei-s from his heart, ho heard Hadassah singing a 
moTimfiil song from Jeremiah, and making her harp 
tell forth the son-ows and wi'ongs of her oountiy. Bat 
wheu he entered he exclaimed, "oease my child, Israel 
is to be redeemed. The Lord will delight again in 
Judah." The glow on her oousia's face showed hia 
joyous excitement. And as he relates what has taken 
place at the palace, arid what is now to be done for a 
new queen, the sagacity of her ses penetrates, at a 
glance, all hie ambitious hopes, and she saak down on 
the divan as a deljeato flower faded from its rich color. 
And not until her wise kinsman has succeeded in per- 
suading her that it is of the Lord, and that it is her 
duty to him and to her couutryinea, and to Jehovah, 
does she consent fo enter the list of candidates for the 
Persian crown. It was in answer to her kinsman's ear- 
neat appeal, somewhat after this style, that she yielded, 
"The Gfld of our father," said he, "has chosen you 
as aa instrument for the salvation of thy people. A 
Hebrew maiden on the Peraian throne, and the hora 
of Judah is once more exalted. Jehovah calls thee, 
Hadassah, like Deborah, and like Judith thou shalt 
6b 
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stand foitli in our holy records as the Sayiour of our 
people and our faith."* 

The day she left her ancle's house for the king's 
harem was a trying hour. The last beral was spent in 
fumiehiug her with as becoming a wardrobe as possible. 
Her robes were flowing and graceful, as only an eastern 
maiden can show; "her dark hair oonfiued with a lus- 
trous band of diamonds, her lai^e soft eyes full of 
thought, and her whole figure expressive of majesty of 
soul mingled with sweet gentleness." In the same 
hai-em were the beauties of Circassia and of Georgia, 



Here were the bright-eyed houria from the hanging 
gardens of the Indus, and from the shores of the Cas- 
pian, and from Ethiopia, and from "Araby the blest;" 
all radiant with the smiles of hope. But the peerless 
beauty of the Hebrew maiden takes the eunueh by 
surprise. He at ouce shows her particular favor, and 
this was a prelude to her complete suooess. No doubt 
there was great emulation among the damsels of Persia 
who thought themselyes, or whose friends thought them, 
fair enough to please the king. Eyery one hoped to 
become a queen. But "the king loved Esther above 
aU the women ; so that he set the royal crown upon her 
head, and made her queen instead of Vashti." 

When Esther became queen, then Mordeeai sat in 
the hing'g gate. That is, he was advanced to some 
kind of service — perliaps a kind of sub-porter of the 



«Tliisparlof our story iraa bcBiitifully lold la theGlEAStn of tbia city, 
bj £ev. Dr. Eckuiau, of lost jeii'. 
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palace; eeucI liere, tliougli faithful to his Hebrew fnith, 
we find him diligent in business and remarkable for bis 
fidelity to the king. True piety oeyer inteiferes with 
a man's loyalty to his government. On the contrary, 
he is the truest friend to man who is the most faithful 
to his God. The fear of God and proper regard for our 
fellow men are always consistent. It happened, then, 
just as we should have eipectedj for as soon aa Morde- 
oai detected the ooiispiracy of the two chamberlains 
against the king's life, he informs Esther of it, and the 
king is saved. The best defence of a prinoe is the 
fidelity of his attendants. Standing armies, and life 
guards, and palace walls, and subterranean passage-ways 
from barracks to baiTacks, are no sure reliance. Nor 
does the chapter of rebellion, assassination, dethrone- 
ment and exile, belong to any one age or nation. Russia 
, and France up to the present moment are equal in such 
delaila to any of the older Oriental despotisms. No 
greatness, no care, no apparent popnlarity, is a perfect 
security agaiast treachery or violence. The absolute 
king over Biilliona, from ladia to Ethiopia, was not 
secure from the traitor's hand. 

The story of this coaspiracy against the king is briefly 
told; "In those days, while Mordeoai sat in the ting's 
gate, two of the king's chamberlains, Bigthaa and Te- 
resh, of those which kept the door, were wroth, and 
sought to lay hands on the king Ahasuerus. And the 
thing was known to Mordecai, who told it unto Esther 
the queen; and Esther certified the king thereof io 
Mordeeai's name. And when inquisition was made of 
the matter it was found out; therefore they were both 
hanged on a tree : and it was written in the book of the 
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ciironiclefi before the king." Esth, ii: 31, 28. This 
account ia eoufiimed by Joseplms in every essential 
particular. He eays the discovei-j was made by a Jew, 
who overheard the plot, and that he told Mordecai, and 
he told Esther, and Bathei' told the king in Mordecai'a 
name; so that Mordecai's name was registered in the 
Chronicles as the disooveierof the oonspiiacy 

The Hebrew story of this oontpiraey is th t the 
haughty Vashti relentel ind gieatly desiied to legun 
hei uown and the king a fwoi for that she t«adeilv 
loved him And that this eonspiiacy was p imaiily 
intended to deatioy Esther by aeons ng hci to the 
king and chaiging her as its heal and thit when 
phe should he disgiai,e 1 tUeE H uuan who was in powei 
and who it is said was Vashti s brother, waa to force tke 
king to receive Vashti again, or if he refused, to kill 
the king, and assume the crown himself. It ia easy to 
suppose at least that the anguish of the fallen queen 
must have been intense, and that she indulged the bit- 
terest enmity toward her happy successor. Nor would 
it be surprising if she did attempt to regain her crown 
by intrigue and violence. From the subsequent devel- 
opments of Haman's eharaeter, we ai-e prepared to 
think that he was at the bottom of this conspiracy. The 
attempt on the king's life by his chamberlain, is no new 
event in the history of the East. The cause is not 
stated, but most probably they were creatures of Ha- 
man, who thought to make himself king by having 
Ahasuerus slain. The Tai^um says that tkey thought 
that Queen Esther was about to have them removed, 
and Mordecai pnt in their piaoe; and that on this ac- 
count, they intended to poison her and kill the king in 
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his bed-oliamlier. And tlien with Haman on tKe throne 
they would have the 6i-st honors and greatest emolu- 
ments of tlie empire. How tme it is, that 

" Unoasj lies the hefld thiit wenrs a crown." 

Happy, immeasurably happy, ha, who though poor in 
this world, is rich toward God — an heir to a crown 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
served in heayen, where neither treason, nor violence 
oan reach it, nor shall any creature prevent the Lord, 
the righteous judge, from placing it on his head on the 
day of the revelation of the Lord Jteua. 

Oriental princea ia particular, carry their lives in 
their hands. Not a few of those who have been a ter- 
ror ill the land of the living have gone down to the pit 
slain. Bloody minded and deceitful men do not live 
out half their days. And uot unfrequently the very 
moment they fancy themaelyea secure, they ai-e sur- 
prised with sudden destruction. Treachery is a kind 
of murder that will out. Some bird of the air caiiies 
the voice, or some stone out of the wall whispers of the 
plot. Somewhere something miscarnes, or some link 
in the long oi'ooked chain breaks, or the friction causes 
the machinei^ to work so hard, that suspicion is 
awakened and conviction secured. 

The traitora were hanged, but not by a mob. The 
king bad hiqiiimtion made of the matte): Due inves- 
tigation was made, their guilt was fully proven, ac- 
cording to law, and the history entered in the Ohrani- 
clee of the king, with the particular record, that the 
name of the king's sei-vant who bad saved his life was 
Mordecai. The mode of the execution of these traitors. 
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after lawful conviction, is not mentioneclj but it is re- 
markable how law-abiding the Iticg and court were. 
They knew nothing of the convenienee of Judge Ljnch's 
court. The words, they were both hanged on a tree, 
may mean, either that they were Tmng to a gallows of 
wood, or that they were impaled, that is, pJacud on the 
sharp point of a stake, set upright In the ground. This 
is a most dreadful kind of punishment. The sharp 
stake is forced thi-ough the length of the body, by pull- 
ing the legs down with great force. Sometimes the 
poor victim lives a considerable time, but, of course, in 
the greatest agony. 

There is anothei' incident connected with Moidecai 
that shows us something of the man's heart, while, at 
the same time, itpi-oves the tinithfulness of our history. 
Ev^ day he walked be/ore the court of the ■women's 
hotise, to know how Esther did, and what should become 
of her. This was while she was undergoing hor prepara- 
tion to come before the king. And it was natural for 
him, as he loved her as his own child, to feel anxious for 
her welfare, and as the apai-tmeats of the women were 
deemed bo sacred, so inviolable, that t wis i g ett 
crime even to inquire what was doing with n the u — o I e 
r as it was lawftil, to pick up wl t ver 
ight be available of the conlto and 
prospects of his beloved Hadassah. Ohi d n says ex 
pressly, " A mau may walk a hundred d j one alter 
the other, by the houses where the w m i ind 
yet know no more what is done there th n it the fir 
thest end of Tartary." 

1. It were well for us to consider here what a model 
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" It is the artleae who catch llie game." 

2. We see Hie efj'ceU of a good education. Esther 
on the throne is still obedient to Mordeeai. The pre- 
cepts she has learned in her cousin's humble home she 
remembers at the great court. As queen, with the 
royal crown on her head, she is what Mordeeai has 
mads her, Hadassah — myrtle — let her he called for- 
ever, for in the court of the great king she does not 
forget the guide of her youth. The purple circlet on 
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her Lvow does not cause her to be asliamed of lier poor 
iiudred, uor to forget the coimuandmenta of tlie friend 
of her youth. She does atill his commandments, like 
as viTien she teas hrought tip with ft/tm. 

We are aot to suppose that in all this wonderful his- 
tory there is anything like ehaace, or what people call 
mere luoi. The agents were all free, but they were 
all hard workers. If Mordecai ia tender and faithfiil, 
liberal aud kind, his orphan ward was obedient, teach- 
able and diligent. Slie reverenced him as a father, 
and with the ci-own on her head aa Sultana of all Per- 
sia, ste " did his commandments like as when she was 
brought up with him." Nov could the eironrastancea 
of Iter youth bo considered aa favorable. She was sur- 
rounded by idolaters — she was in danger of being led 
astray by evil associations, for as 



with haavenly habitaiils 
Hatli oaat a beam on tbe outward, ahapo— 
The unpolluted, temple of miud — 
And turned it hj degrees to the aoul's essoiK 



SO do evil associates destroy the soul. 

A grateful remembrance by one in great authority of 
those that were his benefactors in the days of his ob- 
scurity, is always pleasing and worthy of praise. Ac- 
cordingly we see Esther's nobility of mind in not being 
too much elated in her prosperity. Like Joseph, no 
court pomp eould make her forget her poor kin and 
truest friends. There is always something hopeful in 
dutiful children. Eeverence for the aged and the good 
argues an appreciation of excellence that we may hope 
^11 lead to a matui-ed imitation. It was God's plan to 
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make Esther's iiiflneuce affect the fate of nations, and 
save his ohosen people from the aword; but of all this 
she was ignorant in her eaily years. How, then, was 
she prepai-ed for her mission f By first attending to 
the duties of her station as an orphan girl that was 
eared for by aa eseellent kinsman. DaYid, hy his 
fidelity to his flock of sheep as Jesse's shepherd son, 
leading them over the hills of Judea, and finding out 
the beet pasture for them, and watching over them at 
night, was prepaiing himself for the throne of Israel, 
Act well your part in the lot Q-od has given you, or 
you will never be prepared for a higher one. 

Nor are yon to suppose that Esther as an oj-phan girl 
had no sad momenta— no fears, no misgivings about 
her success in life. She was not at auy time filled with 
a prophetic spirit, nor endowed with power to work 
miracles. She was in her youth just like any other 
affectionate, well-behaved Hebrew maiden. Her days 
of trial she had to meet just as my fair young readers 
will have to meet theii-s. The day she left b.er quiet 
home for the harem was a day she never forgot. And 
then how critical, how painfully trying, the day when 
she is to be introduced to the great king. But happily 
does she pass the ordeal. God so blesses her endeavors 
that she gains the favor of all who look upon her. She 
seemed to be a singular combination of all that was 
beautiful with all that was maidenly and becomiag, so 
that when she passed from the hands of the chief officer 
of the harem to the royal presence, she beamed upon 
the king in all the brilliancy and softness of the evening 
star, and he at once said "This maiden shall be my 
queen, and Esther shall be her name." 
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"The eoal that rises in ne, oar life's star, 
Has had elsewhere its setting, 

And Cometh from afar. 

Heaven lies about ns in onr infauoy." 

3. In the discovery of the oonspii-aey and the enter- 
ing on the records of the empire an aooount of Morde- 
cai's disfingwished services in saving the king's hfe, a 
good foundation is laid for Mordeoai's advancement. 
Esther at least, is able now to prove that he whom she 
has appointed into the king's service is a man to be 
trusted. Bnt there is no impatience — no over hasten- 
ing in his case. There is no complaint that his remu- 
neratioH is delayed. that we could always fed that 
God's time is the best time — that patient waiting on 
the Loi-d is no delay. G-od's leisure is always most op- 
portune. Mordecai's hour is set on the eternal dial. It 
IS sure to come, and the intervening dangers and appa- 
rent drawbacks shall only make his honors the greater, 
and his experience of the loving kindness of the God 
of Jacob all the more precious. Young man from 
home — in a sti'ange land — often have you been disap- 
pointed — often thought the golden prize within your 
grasp, but it escaped you — amid your long defeiTed 
hopes, remember Mordecai. He was for the moment 
apparently overlooked. But his rewai-d came. Impa^ 
tient young man~you tJiini you rise to fame too slow. 
Your steps upward in your professioa do not satisfy 
you, and yet you may be rising faster than you think, 
and much more surely than you could do in any other 
way. Think not of how you shall become great, but 
only of how you may do youi' duty in your place, whal> 
ever it is, in the most thorough and perfect manner. 
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Wellington in his campaigns did not stop to write lof- 
ters pi'oolaiming Ills heroism, nor of his becoming great ; 
but only of giving the French a soand drubbing, and 
iis greatness came of itself. Impatient, are you of 
doing your work and to make your mark ia the world ? 
Remember ifoueiocft-— young soldier — remember Have- 
look — " every inch," as Lord Hardinge said, " every 
inch a soldier, and every inch a christian."' Toiling on 
fifty years, almost all of them spent under India's 
burning sun, panting for his work to do, and blanched 
and weai7 ; yet the work Pi-ovidence had assigned him 
oame at last. He did it and died — nobly did it, and 
his soul sped its way to his G-od, and in every English 
home there ia son-ow as for a father dead. 

4. God often cares for Ms people, ■when, and in woa/s 
a/nd means that they know not of. Several steps, im- 
portant steps, ai-e here taken for tlie deliverance of the 
Hebrews in Pei-sia fi-om a danger that was near at hand 
and most imminent, but, as yet, not developed. The 
way is prepared to raise them up a friend, whea they 
shall most need one, though, as yet, they know nothing 
of the danger, and such a friend as they should most 
need— -the only one, speaking after the manner of men, 
that could really serve them effectively. 

Speaking with reverence, history shows that God's 
plan is often out of our sight, but never out of his mind. 
An irreveraible decree has gone forth, from the palace 
of Shushan, throughout the vast empire, that Yashti is 
no loEger queen, and that every man must rule his own 
house, aud may divorce his wife for disobedience, with- 
out regard to his tyranny or foolishness in giving his 
eommnndments. But whether this decree serves the 
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king's passion, or Memucaii's deeper policy, it is God's 
plan for bringing to tlie Persian tlirone a queen after 
liis OWE heart, for the deliverance of tte seed, of Jacob. 
Haman, in his rage f^ainst tlie children of God's 
friead, Abraham, has not yet appeared on the stage ; 
but in the tableau already eshibited, the sequel will 
show we have the means of his overthrow, and means, 
also, for the complete defeat of his murderous plot. 
The great king has peace and plenty, and coDsiders 
himself established on his throne, and, for tliis reason, 
he prepares a most extraordinary feast. This feast 
gratifies his vanity and wheta the appetite of his court 
and army for new conquests — but especially would he 
show his greatest gem, his beautiful queen ; but she is 
disobedient, and, in his rage, she is divorced, and no 
Jaw of the Medes and Pei-aiana can be repealed. The 
ting, therefore, must have another queen, and the plan 
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having hia name duly entered on tlie court jonraals as 
tbe deliverer of the Mug; luit, as yet, though contrary 
to oustoni, no reward is bestowed, but that, however, is 
because Providence has a greater one in reserve than 
would now be given. 

What an array have we here of lust and passion, of 
OTOse purposes — a variety of selfish views and schemes 
and passions; and yet God is working over and through, 
and by all, with a steady and fixed purpose to save his 
people, His Church. Promotion cometh neither fram 
the east nor from the westj but from the Lord. He 
raiseth up one and oasteth down another. There are 
indeed many devices in man's heart, hut the counsel of 
the Lord, if shaM stand. 

6. Remember, my fair young reatlers, of this history 
of the model Hebrew maid and peerless queen, that 
you may all wear a crown more precious than ever 
adorned a Persian throne. Though each of the fair 
virgins gathered into the king's seraglio, hoped to be- 
come a queen, only one could succeed to that honor. 
But you may all gain the heavenly prize. that you 
were all as ambitious of your espousals to the king of 
glory. Whattime! whatqiiantity of myrrhs andsweet 
odors were consumed in preparing Esther for the king ! 
How much more diligent and pains-taking should we be 
to sccuie a pieparation for the presence of the glorious 
Myesty of heiven! But how can this be done? 
" TVheiewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow 
mysi If before the high G-od ? Shall I come before him 
with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? Will 
the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with 
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ten tlioiisanda of rivers of oil ? Slial] I give my firat- 
hora for my toasgression, the fruit of my body for tlie 
sin of my soul?" Mioah yi: 6, 8. How caE man be 
just in the siglit of God ? If I wash myself witt snow 
water, and make my hands never so clean, yet shall 
thon plnnge me ia the ditch, and my own clothes shall 
abhor me : For He is not a man, as I am, that I shonld 
answer him, and we should come together in judgment. 
Neither is there any days — man betwixt us, that might 
lay his hand upon ns both. Job is : 30, 33. After all 
the cleansing oils of our own teara and repentance, and 
the sweet odora of onr own good works, we are altogether 
unholy and vile in the sight of God. It is only by free 
gi-ace that we are saved. It is irom Jesus Christ alone 
we can obtain the wedding garment. He is mighty to 
save. 

And why, brethren, should we be afraid to die F 
Why should we live so much in dread of the gi-ave ? 
It is iike Esther's baths of sweet perfumes, in which 
she lay for a time puiifying hereelf with spices, that she 
might be reckoned fit to oome before her lord the king. 
So ia the gi-ave our body is prepared to be rebuilt for 
our heavenly home. Earth and worms do biit refine 
andp fy m fl h sinceourLordhimselfpastthvongh 
tl m w y to lory, and left an enduring perfume 
tl t n mat tJ e bodies of all his saints- " He is 
tl u t n and the life, whosoever believeth in 

H n th gh 1 we e dead, yet shall he live." 
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THB JEW AND THE AMALEKITB. 



" Happj the maa v/ho sees a God emplo/d 
Iq e.11 the good and ill ttiat chequer life ; 
RoeolTing all eTenfe, with their effects 
And manifold results, into the will 
And arbitrsition "wise of the Supreme." 

There is no explanatioa giTen ia the text how it 
oame to pass that the Hebrew maid found euoh favor 
in the sight of Hege, nor how it was that she so greatly 
pleased the king. But so it was, that the king loved 
her esoeedinglyj and she was married to him, and she 
beoamei'by the will of the God of Abraham, Sultana 
of the Persian thione. 

But a new character is now inti'oduced to us. "After 
these things did Ahasnerug promote Haman, the soa of 
Hammedatha the Agagite," Esth. iii; 1. 

Agagiie, perhaps, descended from Agag, king of the 
Amaletit«s, who was spared by SauJ but killed hy 
Samuel; and it may be that his prejudices against the 
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Jews were hereditary, Agag was pi-obsibly s 
name for the kiugs of Amalek, as Abimeleoh was among 
the Philiatines, and Pharaoh among the Egyptians. 
The meaning then, isj that Haman was desceaded from 
a kingly line — atavis editvs regibws — and it is ao woa- 
der, therefore, that he had bad hlood ia Mm, for even 
in roja! races the black drop of original sin which, 
according to Mohammedan theologians, and which e^en 
according to our orthodox oateohisins, is in all men by 
nature, has been known to grow to an ecornions size, 
and spread through the whole system, Haman'a history 
proves that he was a worthy son of such sires. His 
inauguration as Gj-<md Vtzier did not, therefore, for- 
bode any good to the Jews. 

The events of the third chapter of Esther seem to 
haTe occurred about five years after the king's marriage 
with the Hebrew maid. The cause of Hainan's promo- 
tion is not stated. His power, however, was very great. 
Sis seat was above all the princes that locre with him. 
And the king's servants, that is, the officers of the 
court, as well as the porters or keepers of the gate, 
among wliom was Mordecai, all homed and reverenced 
Sama/n, except Mordecai ; but Mordecai bowed not, nor 
did Mm reverence. "Was this mere obstinacy? Was it 
insubordination, or was it required of him by his reli- 
^on? It seems probable from the language used, and 
from the fiict that the Persian kings sometimes esaetod 
divine honors from their subjects, that something move 
than civil reverence or homage was demanded by Haman 
and refused by Mordeoiu. The usual word for mere 
civil respect ia "kara,^' to bow. Mere politeness and 
official position recinired this from Mordecai, and this 
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much Hebrew law enjoined. But Mordeoai did not 
bow— lo jikara, nor did he do him reverence: velo 
yish tachaveh, nor did he prontrate himself. 

The monumental history of the Nile and of the Eu- 
phrates and Tigris, abound with proof that Eastern 
liings received houora and homage as gods. How, then, 
could Moi-deoad, a, Jew, with the laws of Moses before 
him, (Exod. xx, xvii ; 14 ; Deut, zsv : 19,) and in 
the light of the history of his people, with, a good con- 
science, render divine homage to a human being, and 
especially to a wicked man, and atill more to an Amal- 
ekite, one of the race devoted to destruction ? You re- 
member the Hebrews had been expressly commanded 
to blot out this nation from under heaven, "as a thing 
accursed." That such was the ground of Mordecai's 
refusal, is clearly to be inferred from the fotirth verse, 
where, when his fellow servants were urgent upon him 
to comply with the king's eommaud, and, like them, 
do reverence to Haman, ke told them hs was a Jew. 
It was not, then, from a mere personal whim, prejudice, 
or freak of feeling, but from an all-powerfu! i-eligious 
conviction that he acted. We have the same thing in 
Daniel, where the offense for which he was cast into 
the lion's den was his refusing to cease praying to the 
God of his fathers. In this instance, we find a good 
man obliged to differ fi-om the majority of his compan- 
ions and fellow officers. All the rest of the king's of- 
fice™ were exceedingly obsequious to the new favorite ; 
but Mordeoai, adhering to his principles with a bold 
and daring resolution, did not bow to him, nor do him 
homage. Among commentators there is some differ- 
ence of opinion about Mordecai's conduct. Some 
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praise and aome condema him. But, as I understaJiil 
the histoij, Morcleoai did right, and showed himself to 
be a m-ia of trae courage and heroic piety The horn- 
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here nsed for doing reverence : " Shachah signifies 
2}rost^-ation, such as is practiced in rendering the pi-o- 
foandest reverence that a man can pay to God, namely, 
" hy lying down flat on the gi-ound with the hands and 
feet estended, and with the mouth in the dust." This, 
then, was the kind of reverence that Mordeeai I'efused 
to render to Haman, the Agagite Persian pi'emier, and, 
in refusing this homage, we find him adhering to his 
religioo.. Se /oUowed pi-ineiph, not expediency. His 
conduct resemhles that of Joseph and Moses and Dan- 
iel and the three Hebrews in Babylon. They all 
remembered their catechism, which t-aiight them to 
fear Grod, and not dare to sin against Him, by depart- 
ing from priaciple on the plea of policy or expediency. 
According to Hebrew traditioa and the Targum, Ha- 
man had set up a statue of himself, which every one 
that passed \>j was obliged to worship. The apociy- 
phal additions to the Book of Esther, which, though 
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Dot insjjired nor of canonical authority, are, nsverthe- 
leas, of some valae as ancient fragments, embodying 
the ideas of remote times, inform us that Mordecai said, 
in his subsequent prayers to JehoTsh : " Thou tnowest 
tiat if I have not adored Haman, it was not tlirough 
piie'c noi contempt uor secret desire of glory; for I 
ft,lt dibposed JO ki s the footsteps of his feet gladly for 
the salvation of Israel, but I feared to give to a man 
that hmji which I tnow belongs only to my God." 
Mor lecai s piinciples and conduct were followed by the 
apostles whi^n they laid diwn aad acted upon the fun- 
dimental i nnnple of Iibeity, thai we muU oley God 
latliei than ma i The great and leaniod Olshausen, 
in his coiiimentary on this test in AefB, has well said, 
that thouoh. " many eathusiasts and rebels have mis- 
applied this piinoiple to the defense of their insane or 
miscliievouB undertakings, * * * yet the highest 
freedom of a Christian maintains no conflict at all with 
his uncjualifled obedieace to tie civil gOTemmont, even 
though it be an uniighteous one. He moves, in fact, 
with hie old and new man, as it were, in a two-fold 
world. la the one character, he is placed iu subjec- 
tion to earthly relations, and, therefore, willingly gives 
to Cffisar what is Csesar's ; but, in the other, he is a 
member of the spiritual world, and, therefore, gives to 
God what is Grod's." The true dootrine, without ques- 
tion, is, that a Christian must obey the civil magistrate, 
except when obedience to him is clearly a sin against 
Gk)d. True piety is not nide. It is not built upon the 
ruins of good manners, nor of refined civilization; but 
it does teach «s to govern ourselves by prinoipJes — 
principles tauglit by the Word of God and approved by 
7a 
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our ooDscienee, enlightened by his Word and Spirit. 
The U-OBpel, also, teaches us, both by precepts and ex- 
amples, to be steadfast, unyielding, eYen unto death, in 
the profession and maintenance of truth. 

As we shall hear of this old Hebrew again, let us 
take a good look at him, as we pass by the gate this 
evening. I could wish you would closely observe him, 
BO that you may know him when jou meet him again. 
He IS not only a maa of principle, but m kia vindica- 
tion of himself, ke shows that he is not criminally in- 
cbfieient to the good opinioas of others — that he is not 
influenced by a mere fancy or wliim, but is governed 
by a strong sense of duty. Will you oteei-ve him sit- 
ting at the king's gate, thinking of the past, and won- 
dering tow the great future, of which he had some un- 
defined, almost unconscious prophesyings within, was 
to be developed. His piety and faith were of a simple, 
eai-nest kind. Though he did not see ho-w, yet he was 
perfectly sure, salvation was for the Jews. And then 
his mind wanders to the palace, and he wondei-s how 
the new sultana weai-s her honore, and then he atei-nly 
questions his owu heai-t, "I>id I take sufficient pains, 
and use all the means to establish her youthful heart 
in the principles of our holy religion ? Did I do all 
my duty to her, and will she be faithful to the God of 
Jacob, amid the splendor of this gi-eat heathen court? 
Does she ever think of me, and remember that, under 
God, she owes her education and crown to me? My 
post is now an humble one, but I am content with it. 
It is best; but, oh, that salvation were come for Zion, 
that Judah's horn were again exalted." His pious 
meditations would, doubtless, have continued much lon- 
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gev, but here comes the newlj It t f tli 

king, ruffling past in great p nj d ! t p 

Hall aays, " when the sun ah a up n th dial y 

passenger will he looking at t th n d d n m 
maad of reverenoe, where Ah u w fl 1 1 It 
eountenaaoe. All his Rubj ts a w Ih ely j t te 
before this great minion of fh n nly M 

deoai stands stiff, as if he w n th g n than a 
man in that Agagite." 

But yonder oome Lis fellow eervaats of the palace; 
what have they to say? Why they say to him, why 
transgressesi thou ilie king's convmandmentf And 
verily, aged man, why? Is it that all eyes may be 
turned upon you? It is true, indeed, that he is the 
observed of all ohseryers, who does not go with the 
multitude, eveo though they go to do evil. Any one 
that dares to think and speak for himself is sure to be 
condemned by the many that he differs from; for his 
position and principles aie a iTinning oommentaiy of 
condemnation upon them It has ever been so, and 
perhaps it will ilwajs continue to be so; for it is not 
for the man th^t bves in the cellar to say what he sees 
who dwells on the house top. Some men are before 
their times, and some men never catch up with the age 
in which they live; and some men have not moral 
coui'age enoiigh to hear themselves breathe honestly 
and freely. We see tJiia daily as to the press and the 
pulpit. Is not the daily bread of the printer put in 
jeopardy if his journal does not meet the popular taste? 
And have we not seen large bodies of business men 
combine to starve newspapers to death by withholding 
their patronage, unless the sdd papers would defend 
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their conduct? And is it not true tkat if one pnlpit 
ias the courage to utter an honest opinion that does 
not Iiappen to coincide with the rest of the pulpits, 
that then all tte pulpits and papers that have neither 
capacity to undei'stand nor the moiid honesty to com- 
prehend the poor dissenter, opea their batteries upon 
him? Snoh prasciiption is tyranny, and it is a species 
of tyranny from wHoh we are not yet emancipated. 
The tyranny of fanaticism and the ci'uelty of a vicious 
public sentiment are evils prevailiag in om- day, wliich 
every patnot must sea and deplore. 

And again his fellow-servants say : Friend Mordecai, 
consider well what you are going to do. Eemember, it 
is not Haman mei-ely, but his master, also, that you 
offend. Is it wise, then, for you to peril the forfeiture 
of yomr place and your life, upon a question of mere 
etiquette or courtesy? It is exti-emely impolitio and 
dangerous for you not to do homage to so great a prince. 
And besides, if you will not bow witli us, then you will 
have to suSeraJone. "Tes, friends," says he, "Ihave 
considered all this; and I am content to meet the coa- 
It is not a mere question of courtesy. I 
a Jew. My i-eligion is, with me, a glorious reality. 
It forbids me to render divine honors to any Luman 
being, or ta any creature. I must abide by my princi- 
ples." And now, seeing they cannot change his pur- 
pose, his disobedience i^ constraed into a malicious 
obstinacy J and his monitors fancy thit they have been 
treated with contempt It is uoual foi those wlio do 
not succeed in reformiUo oi chinging tie opiuions of 
others, to become then enemies Even m giving a re- 
proof, a friend is gained oi lost If the lepr of is re- 
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tell Haman how p 1 d t 1 li th M J w 
the giite gat as he 1 d b A 1 tl t t m 

ha comes along, he w t I th J w d 1 tl y 
to see lokeiher Mordeca/Cs maffera would stmid — that 
is, whethei: he had coxii-age to remain gteadiast, and if 
he did, whether Haman would not strike olf his head. 
Possihly, also, it was the habit of the Persian kings to 
excuse their Hebrew snhjeet9 ii'om sash aofs of obei- 
sance as they could not conscientionaly render, and they 
wished to see now who was to proYail, the prime min- 
ister or the Jew. From the history before us, and also 
fi-om that of Daniel, it seems probable that it was oaly 
when some special decrees were made for the benefit of 
some malioions or revengeful courtier, that the Jews 
were molested in their religion. 

Mordeeai's fellow-servanla were not capable of un- 
derstanding his principles. Cowards never apprehend 
the tnie character of a brave maa. Little minds can- 
not see np into the magnanimity of a great and noble 

But it was not long till this proud Amalekite, with 
more pomp .than usual, snuffing up the mr as he walked, 
comes along by the gate, saying: "I'll see, myself, the 
man that refuses homage to the gi-eatest prince of Per- 
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sia." Aye, and so you shall, proud son of Hamme- 
dsitlia. You shall see him, and you will find him as 
inflesible as the marble statues and granite sphinxes 
that guard the eity gate. Your eyes shall sparlde with 
ftii7 as you see him sit quietly, without paying you the 
slightest homage. Nor will he eyen open his lips to 
you. He utters no threats, nor does he even show a 
frown; hut his joints are not supple enough to bow. 
You may possibly break them, but you canuot make 
them bow to the dust before you. Death on the rack, 
or in any fonn your rage may inflict, is more easy to 
him than tlie bending of his old knees, that havo never 
learned to bow, except to Jehovah alone. 

1, But how does it eome that we find a man of such 
integrity and strength of character, and loftiness of 
principle, here in Persia, a captive far from the home 
of his fathers? It comes in a very philotophic way. 
Mordecai is what his education has made him — Mor- 
decai is the concrete word for all the influences that 
have been operating on him from his birth to this mo- 
ment. And among these we are, doiibtless, to find the 
teachings and example of his parents in the home of 
his youth, amid the hills of Judea. Parents — espe- 
dally the mother, moulds t/ie man. Mothers are more 
constantly with their children when they are young. 
They have their attention when tlieir aflijctions are first 
developing, and their inteUeots are be^nning to ex- 
pand. They have it then in their power to sow the 
precious seed, which it is almost impossible wholly to 
eradicate in after life. The whole world is an illustra- 
tion of the influence of parental esample, and yet the 
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tendency of our times to substitute the teacJiing of 
schools and the lessons of society for the teachiQg and 
lessons of the parents' lips and lives. Our public 
schools, and Sunday schools, are great blessings, if pro- 
perly employed; but in just so far as they have caused 
parental ovei-sight to be relaxed, and family govem- 
ment and family instnietion to be diminished, in just 
so far they have done hai-m. The tafiueBoe of paren- 
tal example ctmnot be wholly destroyed; but there 
should be no substitute for it. Oivr schools skottM he 
j)are>iial helps, not mh&tituteS) and eeipeciaily miist the 
parent retain in his oion hands the reliffious insti-uo- 
tion of his children. God has intended the parent to 
be the child's first instraotor, and first priest. For 
months, after birth, the child gazes with an uncertain 
bewildered look on whatever objects are within its 
horizon. Its education has begun. And these sur- 
rounding objects, from which it takes lessons as fast as 
it can see, should be beautiful, well foi-med, and pure 
in all their associations and powers to produce sug- 
gestions as remembered in after life. The pictures, 
furniture and window views, Jandscapes, and all that 
comes within the child's vision, should be refined and 
in good taste. But the next stage of its education is 
imitation — catching and repeating the tones of voice, 
or the personal habits of those tliat surround it, or of 
tl e nan es of things it hears; and, in most eases, before 
tl e p e ts are aware of it, the child has adopted their 
p uc J le of conduct, and imbibed the spirit that 
e ^n d n their hearts. Happy then if the child has 
dete t J no inconsistency between the teaching and the 
example of the parents! Happy is it if the principles 
7b 
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adopted, and the disposition alsorhed shall, I say, have 
been such as are accordiug to truth and righteousness, 
for they aie to be firm and enduring. They will grow 
with his growth, and when every thing else learned in 
after life shall fade away, and be forgotten, they will 
spring np in renewed power, and strengthen the sool 
for its last effort in leaving the body. It ifi in our ear- 
liest years the soul receives its coloring and shnpe for 
eternity. 

2, In Mordecai's adherence to his religious princi- 
ples we see that there are limits to the claims of social 
and official civility — hounds that duty does not allow 
us to pass in our respeot for onr supeiioi-s. True reli- 
^on has much to do with our evei-y day hfe, and its 
tendency is always to elevate and refine our eooiai rela- 
tions, and make us more conscientious and faithful in 
our duti^ to the Sl«te. An enlightened Scriptural fear 
of God always implies a proper regai-d for the rights and 
welfare of our fellow men. It is fanaticisai, and not 
Christianity — it is higotiy, and not the G ospel, that por- 
aeoutea men for their opinions. Our Constitution and 
laws guarantee, not toleration, but absolute, impartial, 
perfect reli^ous freedom. And so does the G-ospel. 

Mordecai was bound to adhere to his principles, or be 
a traitor to his God. Accordingly, we find him taking 
heed to his conscience, and see, alflo, at the same time, 
that his conscience is an enlightened and educated one. 
He has carefully studied the laws of Grod. 1 do not, 
however, understand it to be a part of Christian polite- 
ness to flatter or lie, in paying compliments to the great. 
It cannot be a Christian's duty to violate his conscience 



bt Google 



GENERAL JA0K8ON. 155 

for the sake of oonrt etiquette. The Word of God is 
the standard of respectability and maimers aa well as 
of faith, aod it forbida all lying and deceit, all flattery 
and all mean compliances with the wishes of others, 
however exalted. It does net allow us to do anjthiog 
that is contrary to good breeding and the chivalry of 
right. It doea not allow Ha to neglect our duties, 
waste our time or injure our health, merely to please a 
friend or a poteatate. Let it be remenibered, to the 
honor of one of the Presidents of the United Statea, 
(General Jaoliaon, to whom I preached, aa pastor of the 
Hermitage Ohurch, for several years,) that he never 
allowed any viaitora to keep him from the house of God 
on the Lord's day. He kept an open houae, and was 
visited by many from all pai'ts of America, and by not 
a few distinguished foreigners. The hospitality of hia 
mansion was dispensed with a grace and dignity pecn- 
liar to one of the Almighty's true noblemen. It was 
his ciistom, when his house was fuU of visitors, when 
the hour for going to divine sevvipe arrived, to say, 
" Ladies and gentlemen, it is my habit to go to churoli. 
If you wiU accompany me, I shall be glad. Horses 
and the carriage are at your seryice. But if you prefer 
not to go, the library is open to you, where you will 
please entertain yourselves until I return." It is use- 
less to say that his visitors generally went with him to 
worship God, and that, whether they believed in his 
religion or not, they respected him the more for his 
consistency and manliness of character. Nor does it 
require a single illustration to show that this was the 
way of true politeness. It was my happiness to know 
General Jackson intimately — to see him often in per- 
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plesing oircumstanoes, and to kaow much of him as he 
was in his chamber and in his most unguai-ded and se- 
oluded moments — and I do not helieve there ever lived 
a more pure-minded man, or a man of more ai-dent 
patriotism, or one that possessed greater attachment 
to high principles. He was the most inoomipti- 
hle of men. And, in hia last years, I have no doubt 
he was einoerely pious. The divinity of Christ, the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, and the realities of a fu- 
ture state, were, with him, always axtioles of faith that 
did not admit of debate. It was displeasing to him for 
a minister to condescend to argue such points. 
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'ENGEFUL PLOT. 



Wiiat muriierer, what iiaitor, parricide, 
Incestuous, eaoriligiouE, but may plead it? 
jUI wickedness is weakness." 

Milton. 

"Pieb, fooll tliou blunder'st througli tlie book of gt 
Spelling tliy villany." 

Colei-idgB. 

We are now introduced to Hainan meditating r< 
not on Mordecai only, but on all of his race. He 
was full of wrath, and he thought scorn to lay hands 
on Mordecai alone. Customs and circumstances cliange; 
the occasions of the development of human depravity 
are varied; but, in all ages, the opposition of the hu- 
man heart to God has always found ways Ui show itself. 
According to the Bibb, and to esperience, moral evil 
belongs to us, in our present degenerate state, as truly 
as any one of our animal appetites, or intellectual pow- 
ers. It is comparatively a minor point as to how it 
comes. It is a fact, that you can as easily find a man 
without the appetite of hunger, or without memory or 
underatonding, as you can find an unregenerate man 
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without an nuTaryicg propensity to sin. Tho occa- 
sions for the development of Phaiaoh'a hardness of 
heart were altogether different fi'om those that sur- 
rounded Solomon when Lis heart departed from the 
fear of the Lord. The point of trial with Joseph was 
altogether different from that of Daniel; but both were 
sorely tried, and toth conquered. And if, in Nebu- 
ohadnezzar's court, it wjib a great crime not to worship 
a golden image, it was not a less offense, in the Pei-sian 
court, to pray with open windows toward Jerusalem, 
or, in Ahaauenis' court, to refuse to render homage to 
his luiiiister of State, 

Haman'a proposition, which please read ia Esther 
iii ; 8, 15, contained truth enough to make it plausi- 
ble, and eiTor enough to make it cruel, and enough 
personally agi-eeable to the king to make it popular 
with him. It was true that the Jews were dispersed 
among the people, in all the proTinces of the Persian 
empire, aud in this scattering abroad was fulfilled the 
divine threatening contained in their own holy books, 
from "Moses to Jeremiah, that such a calamity should 
hefal them, if they did not keep their covenant with 
Jehovah. And it was true that ffieir laws mere di- 
verse fi-om those of all other people. They were the 
only true (Aeisis on earth. Allother nations were ^o?y- 
tkeists and idolaters. Nor was any other nation under 
file same kind of political rule, uor governed by the 
LOBD in the same way. 

But observe the cunning malice of his address to the 
king. He does not say, there is an old Jew that has 
offended me, and, through me, offered an affi-ont to 
your sacred majesty; therefore, let me execute ven- 
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geance «pon him No, not a word of this ^ort. He 
feared to bhsw hi^ real chtraoter foi rancour to the 
Idng, or courtierg He professes to have no personal 
motives, bat to he moved altogether by a desire for the 
public good Theie is "a people scattered," sajs he, 
as if they wen, of ho consequence to the kind's empire, 
They have ao fixed home Matleied ahoad, and 
dispersed, say you, you son of Araalek'' It is true; 
but is theii dispeiwon then fault, oi their misfortune? 
Their fathei-s Binned, and for their sms theu God hid 
sent the Assyrians tnd Chaldeans to chastise them, 
by laying wiste their country and cities, ind oariying 
them awaj captives Are the childien to 1 e ics- 
ponsible for the si us il then piients and ancestoie? 
A certain peyple — as if he meant to say, nobody knows 
who they ai-e — whence they came — a fugitive, vaga- 
bond, Gipsy race — a curse to the kmgdom It waa 
thus, under false and malicious lepresentations, by take 
pleas, that he obtained his muiderous deeiee But if 
he scrupled aot to kill them, it vi not stiange that he 
considered it no sia to teU bes on them, though slan- 
der is the worat Idud of murder 

But Hamaa's scorn is exceedingly h'lughty His 
anger is so fierce and excessive that he says within 
himself, "It is not enough to take the blood of Morde- 
cai. This were a mere vulgar, plebeian revenge for 
such a lord as I. My fary shall fly higher. His 
whole nation shall perish for this insult. The blood of 
all the Jews is not more than enough to blot it out." 
And as all the Hebrews then in the world were proba- 
bly withiu the limits of the Persian empire, it seemed 
to be within his power to hold all their heads in one 
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haod, while with the other he might, by oue stroke, 
out all their throats. He was of the Nero school, who 
is said to have wished that aD the Ohi-iatians had hut 
one neek, that by a aingie blow he might make an end 
of them. In his rage, it was nothing to Hamao that 
the punishment is to tar outrun the offense — that thou- 
sands of the innooeat were to be included in this sweep- 
ing execution — thousands upon thousands that knew 
neither him nor Mordecai were to be slaughtered before 
or without knowing the cause at all. Ho hesitated not 
to imbrue hia hands in blood which he could not help 
knowing was altogether innocent. 

Neither keep tliey the Mng'a laws. But, Haman, 
where is the proof of this? When aad where were the 
Jews seditious under their Persian rulers ? In all these 
proyinces, is there a single Hebrew that has failed in 
obedience to the king, unless it be this pei-sonal enemy 
of yours? Out of all the millions in his empire, has 
the king any subjects so true as these Hebrews? For 
all the rest obey through fear; they only obey from 
consoienoe, or from a religious principle, for their laws 
teach them to obey and pray for their sovereigns, and 
"adjudge to hell all that are rebellious." There is not 
a syllable in proof that the lanelites in Persia were 
nnpi-ofitable 1 j t t bl t th n m t 

It is true, aa T I y 1 w I w f th 

sources also, th t tl J w th gh tt d y t 
people, hold tl 1 us tes d t t f m 11 th 

world beside It w p -t f tl i n d 

polity, and th d n f T d th t U y h H 1. j 
themselves s p t f in tl h th B t th ic 

not a syllable fp ffhtth Jww d bdnt 
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to the laws of (.lie king of Persia, noi- tliat tliej were 
unprofitable eiibjecta. The contrary is proven by Ha- 
man's proposition to pay ten thousand talents to the 
king's treasuries. It is aa if he had said the gOTern- 
ment derives a revenue from those people, hut if the 
king will allow me to destroy them all, I will make up 
that loss out of my own property. 

Aiid in the conduct of Mordeoai, remember what 
service he has done, and the principle upoa wWoh he 
is constrained to refuse. Ahasuerus bad not now been 
on bis throne but for his loyalty. Nor is it really the 
intention of the Persian Court to require a Jew to 
violate bia conacienoe in matters of religion. It is your 
own malice that escitea to this fearful revenge. 

"It is not for the king's profit to sniffer them." It 
is, tlien, a question of profit or loss, not of right and 
justice. Never was there a scheme of villainy that waa 
not gilded over with the plausible pretense of public 
utility. Nothing under heaven bas made so many fools 
and so many heartless villains as supposed profit. The 
greatest good to the gi'eatest number is indeed desira- 
ble, but sucb an object was never yet reached by a dis- 
regard of justice and right. Expediency is a fallacy. 
It is never allowed us to try the experiment of doing 
evil that good may come. This is the Devil's " elabo- 
rate lie." 

How did it turn out in the case before us ? The 
king is to get ten thousaad talents for this execution. 
But instead of that his only profit was the blood and 
mangled bodies of thousands of his faithful subjects. 
Ah, cruel Haman ! Are these the tender mercies of 
the wicked? Are these tie profits of sin? What 
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" if thou couldst have swum in a whole soa of Jewisli 
blood, if thou conldst have raised mouutaius of their 
What if tiou eoulctat have made all Persia 
), who would have given tliee oae farthing 
for all those piles of flesh, for all these streams of 
blood ?" — ffall. Thus we gee that Haman's proposi- 
tion for the destruofioii of the Jews is backed with 
three arguments : First. They are so scattered, that 
their entire destruction will not depopulate any part of 
the empire — killed everywhere, they will be missed 
nowhere. Secondly. By their destruction, the empire 
would be consolidated and become more homogeneous. 
They wei'e a people not assimilated. Thirdly. The 
king's treasure should be enriched with ten thousand 
talents. Ahasuerus was to look up all the Jews in his 
chest, and Haman's chemistry was to convert them all 
into silver. But has it not always been thus ? In 
what age or country has any one sought to wound the 
state, who did not first kiss it, pretending that he was 
seeking above all the public good ? He loves Ctesar not 
less, but Heme more, and himself most of ali. " The 
dear sovereign people," how the demagogue loves them, 
and how he hugs them to death, aU for mere love; or 
while kissing them, perchance, either betrays them, 
or steals all the loaves and fishes I Americans, you 
have only two creatures on earth to fear, religious 
fanatics and political demagogues. The people are 
right, and are honest and may be trusted ; but fanatical 
priests, and clergymen and demagogues, you must watch 
with more than Argus' eyea, and with "eternal vigi- 

Aa we find Haraan assisted in his plans for a speedy 
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exe uiion uf Mordeoai ty his wife, so I have uo tbubt, 
ht, WIS piompted in liis scheme for the utter exter- 
^ll^^tlon of the Jews by the priests of Orismades. It 
weie not possible to get up suoh a work of horror with- 
out the fury of races and of religious fanaticism. It 
were no doubb an easy thing for the priests of Zoroas- 
ter's religion, to persuade suoh a man as Haman, that 
the state was in danger from the neglect of the Holy 
Temple of the Sun, and to charge this neglect upon the 
Hebrews, who were corrupting tte people. Well may 
we imagine the horror with which the Magii contem- 
plated the turning of their temples into Hebrew fanes, 
and the removal of their priests to make room for the 
sons of Levi. And if they knew that the queen was a 
Jewess, they might fear with reason that the king might 
foi'sake the religion of their holy Zend Avesta for that 
of Moses and David, and the worship of the sun for the 
worship of Jehovah. And when they had fired Ha- 
man's mind with fanatical fury, he exclaimed, yes, lot 
them die. " Dogs ! Deeves ! may Ahriraanes clutch 
every soul of them ! The spawn of Judah shall never 
put out our sacred fire !" And rushing into the wait- 
ing room of the king's apartment, he cried out, "Woe! 
woe upon Susal Woe upon Persia and Media! The head 
priest tells me the gods are angry. Orismades hides 
his head from us. The sacred fire burneth dim. The 
good priests have studied the planets, and they say there 
is fearful danger that Ahrimanes shall make Persia as 
Tyre and Babylon." ITow the great king Ahasuems 
was a superstitious man, and trembling with alarm, he 
says : " What is the cause of this threatened evil, good 
Haman, what shall we do ?" " The Jews ! the Jews, 
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my lord. Let the kiog live forever; but the Jews are 
the accursed oauae of all this evil. Their prRsenoe is 
a curse to our temple and to our people." " Tou are 
certaiu, then, that these Jews are the cause of the auger 
of our goda 1" And by trickeiy, the Magii and Ha- 
roau convince him, that it is owing to the Jews that 
the holy fire is going out, and that if it should die, then 
woe, woe to the kingdom of Ahasuerus. Then said the 
king, let them die. Destroy, kill, and cause to perish 
al! Jews, men and women, and all their little ones. See 
the Gleaner. 

There are some who cavil at the largeness of the 
amount — ten thousand talents of silver — which Haman 
offered to pay into the treasury. "We do not know 
whether the talents were Bahylonisk or Jewish. Either 
would have been a large sum. Ten thousand talents 
Babylmii&h would amount to about ten millions six 
hundred thousand dollars; but if counted as Jewish 
talents they would make more than double that amount. 
And hero it must not be forgotten that gold was plen 
tifui in those days. It was before this that Solomon's 
revenues by one voyage from Ophir were/o!w hundred 
and fifty talents of gold; that is, sixteen millions two 
hundred thousand dollars; and that his annual income 
was six hundred and sixty-six talents of silver — nearly 
equal to twenty-four millions of dollars, 

Heeren says that we cannot avoid being stnick by 
the prodigious abundance of the precious metals in 
early times in Central Asia. From the days of Solo- 
mon, and probably at an eai-lier period, the thrones of 
their princes, and the furniture of their palaces and of 
their tables, were of massive gold ; tlioir weapons were 
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decorated and dresses and carpets embroidered witli 
gold. And it is worthy of remark that the descriptions 
given b J Xeno^hon in aucient times, and by Ohardim. in 
recent times, of tbe riobee and splendor of tbe Persian 
kings, are so mucli alike that tbey might have pro- 
ceeded from tbe same pen. And, in fact, so closely 
do the regal usages of modern times in tbe Eaet resem- 
ble those of ancient times, that I believe there is not a 
single fact in the history of tLe Book of Esther which 
might not oocxir at the present day, and which does 
indeed often happen in part, or in varions combiua- 

Kor are we without oollateral proof that such sums 
were by no means uncommon in and near tbe times of 
Haman. Orassvs owned a landed estate valued at more 
than one million and a half pounds sterling, and ^ido- 
rus, after having lost a great deal in the civil war, left 
an estate worth one million forty-seven hundi'ed pounds. 
And LenUl-us, the augnr, died worth three millions, 
three hundred and tbiiiry-three thousand, three hun- 
dred and thirty-three pounds sterling. A^nciits was 
possessed of above nine hundred and sixteen thousand, 
six hundi-ed and seventy-one pounds. His wealth, 
however, was by no means satisfactory or sufficient for 
him. For after having spent vast sums in his kitchen, 
he was ao miserable that he put an end to his own life 
by poison. These rich old Romans were not bankers 
or mere merchants and traders. These amounts did 
not merely pass through their hands in the way of 
trade. They were worth so much in hard money. Nor 
were al! the millionaires of ancient times Romans. 
Herodotus says that Xerxes, in going to (Jreece, the 
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fetlici- of AhasiienxB — or as some say, Aliasviei-us him- 
self, found Pyilti'us, the Lydian, poBsesaed of two thou- 
sand talents of silver, and foxir millions of gold daides, 
tliat is, about twenty-seven and a half millions of dol- 
lais. Lib. vli. And Plutarch infoims us, that after 
Grasms, the Eoman geueiid, had given the teath of aU 
he had to Hercules, that he entertained ten thousand 
people at tables, and gave to every citizen asmuch com 
as would support him three months; and thou had 
seven thousand one hundred Eoman talents remaining, 
that is, about twenty-eight mOlions of dollaxs. Surely 
then, there is nothing incredible in our history, because 
it speaks of ten thousand talente of silver. The truth 
is, we have glorified ourselves, until one might fairly 
infer from our Fourth-of-Jyly orations and School 
Eeaders, that thei-e was nothing in the world, before the 
Declaration of Independence, but acorns, buckskin 
moccasins, human skull beer bowls — n t ly th t u 
brave mea lived before " the ting of m n but th t 
there was no Agamemnon before oui-'W hmgt n nd 
no Nestor, Ajax, Ulysses or Oato, If ui h es 
But history seems to me to tell a very d ff nt t y 
Our fathers and great men need no det t n f m th 
great many men of any age or couatry Th y 1 
roes among all the heroic. Let us tl d j u,t to 
other times and to other cations. Th w 1th \ lu 
ury of the old world, in many partictd up d u 
own times. The enormous debts c ntn i d n th 
days of Alexander and of the Csesai p th t th 

wealth of those times was great — iJthough this is a way 
to prove one's wealth by, that iti not at all to my mind, 
especially for a Church. Anthony owed, we are told. 
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at file ides of Maroli, ^£3 3 3, 3 83, 13 .4., whicli, however, 
It is said te paid before the caleuda of April, every 
penny of it. He was a man after my own lieait. An 
honest man is truly a noHe work of God. I Lear it 
often said, moreover, tlat the officials of Government 
always make money. Well, what if they do ? Why 
should they not live off their employment as others do ? 
They sen'e Cseaai', why should not Cjesar pay them for 
their service ? Why should they serve the sovereign 
people for nothing, whea everybody else is paid ? Why 
should they act make money honestly aa all others do, 
or ought to try to do? But iu fact, we do not under- 
stand thia husinesa half so well as the old Romans and 
Persians did. It was aa easy matter with them for a 
man sent off to be a Governor or oonsulj or collector, 
soon to amass a veiy lai^e fortune. 

And to taJce ilie ar>oil of them for a prey. The peo- 
ple and their silver were given to Hamaa to do with 
them as he jleased and in making out the decree of 
exteimmit on Himin arms every Persian against his 
Hebrew nei^hhor and whets hie national enmity hy 
giving him permissi n to taio the property of eveiy 
Jew he can Ml It w s bloody work, but the play was 
ki^e. 

And to make Hainan's authority perfect, he was in- 
vested with the king's signet ring, or privy seal. The 
custom of having the seal set in a ring, though not 
confined altogether to the East, has and does still pre- 
vail there, moi-e than among western nations. Among 
the Romans none but knights were allowed to wear 
rings. When Alexander was dying, he took his riag 
from off his finger, and gave it to Perdieoas, by which 
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it was understood that lie was appointed his suceossor. 
So liere, when the king gave his ring to Haman, it 
was meant to he a token of his affection and confidence. 
It was ■i maik of the hi^h honor ia wliich he waa held. 
He coald now use the king's authority for auy kind of 
a decree he mi^^ht wish to issue. The extent of the 
commiesiou was feaiful — to destroy, to MU, and to cause 
to pel mil, all Jows, Loth young om,d old, little, cJdldren 
and vonien, tn onf day, thioughoat all the pi-ovinoes. 
No mercy, no cjuartei In every place and by all pos- 
sihle means, the whole I'ace waa to he instantly exter- 
minated I know cot that a more impolitic, unjust, 
disgraceful and eiuel meaiure was ever adopted by auy 
Government on eai-tJi The destruction of the Jani- 
zanes, oi of the Mamelukes, bears no compariaon with 
it in pomt of atrocity This wholesale destruction of 
an entire people is so foieign to our customs and ideas, 
that we are almost alarmed at it, and almost liesitftte to 
believe the histoi-y ; yet have we not reliable records of 
eimilai- catastrophes in modern times ? How often have 
the Jesuits been expelled from the coxintries where 
they were living and prosecuting tlieir work of instruc- 
tion and proselytism? How many edicts have been 
issued against the Hebrews in Spain and other countries 
of Europe ? What was the fate of the Moors in Spain ? 
What has become of Poland ? Are there not many 
Hamans now in the Turkish empire, who would, at a 
single stroke, cut off the heads of all the Christians in 
the empire ? What is the meaning of the massacre of 
the English and Prencli at Jedda, and of the slaughter 
of Christians at Joppa and Antioch ? In 1770 the 
Grand Seignior, in the war with Rtissia, determined to 
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cut off all the Greeks, as a punishment for their dcfeo- 
fion from Turkey, and but for the great esortions of 
the Turkish Admiral, the celebrated ITussan Pusha, it 
is belicTed all the inhabitants of Greece aad the Greek 
islea would have been massacred. But if it were not 
that tji-anny and despotism harden the heart as well w 
blind the mind, it would he almost impos,sible to believe 
that any king could be either so idiotic or so awfully 
wicked as to sanction this wholefale muidei of so many 
of his innocent subjtcts — flehvennj,, nithout full m- 
veetigatioQ, and without anj cause, a whole race into 
Hainan's hands, as 1 imbs to the lion In examining 
the credibility of this statement in oui chionides, we 
must remember tlie a^t, and the country— the hght and 
cai'eless manner of absolute monarohs — their disregard 
of life — the peouliar influence of Haman aa a fnvonte 
— the lai^e sum offered — that the king was blind or 
besotted, if not drunk with wine— that the prejudices 
of i-acea and the fiinaticiam of religious fury, were all 
invoked— and tliat it was, also, on the plea, not of pri- 
vate vengeance, or for the gi-atifioation of any personal 
feeling, but for the Public Good that this murderous 
decree was issued. 

Aa the decree issued from the palace of the royal 
city of Suaa, the people wcro muoh pcrxilexed. The 
king and Haman mt dcuni to drin/cj hil tlic eiti/ 
Shuslian was perplexed. It is no wonder the city was 
in astoniahment and terror at such a decree. It was, 
no doubt, seen at once that a great many lives would 
be lost. The Jews would not all die without killing 
many of their assailants, and when once aueh a elaugb. 
ter should have been commenced, who oouM tell where 
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it would end. Might not some Persians be mui'dcred 
for their property, bj their own countrymen, under pre- 
text that they were Jews, or united to them by mar- 
rii^e, or sympathized with them, or with the belief that 
such murder could be done, and be charged upon resist- 
ing Jews. The temper of the court, and of the city, 
was not the same. If proud and maliciona men are not 
concerned at the price of their revenge, or of their wai-s 
and pomp, the people are. The people were sad, but the 
court was merry. TAe king and Maman sat dovm to 
drinh. Perhaps Hamau was afraid to leave the king, 
or to give him a moment's quiet reflection, lest his con- 
science should smite him. He, therefore, engages him 
in a sack of wine. They drink in honor of the gods 
of Persia, Bnd confusion to the Jews. A dark cloud, 
however, covers the city. Shushan, the delightful, is 
sad. The people, in crowds, show marks of distress. 
The merry laugh ia not heai-d in the bazaars. No 
doubt many of the Jews were known to their Persian 
neighbors as industriouB, peaceable, law-abiding people. 
It was fearful to think of them all, men, women and 
children, being butchered in cold blood. Many busi- 
ness or domestic relations had, no doubt, also gi'own up 
between them. It was so, with Lot's iamily, in Sodom, 
and also with the Jews who returned to the Holy Land. 
Nor is any crime charged against the Jews. It is not 
pretended they had done anything worthy of death, or 
that they were, in any way, justly obnosious to public 
justice. There are no such counts in the indictment. 
They are devoted to death simply because Haman has 
demanded it. No wonder this bloody edict was revolt- 
ing to the right-minded heathen. No wonder the city 
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nation to deatrnetion, and transfering all their property 
to Hamau, It may be, as some commentators tell us, 
that it took the wily minister a long time to OYercome 
the king's reluctance — that he was oTerreached by the 
flatteiy and the religious zeal of the favorite — and 
that he consented, at last, only under the impression 
that he owed everything to his zeal and fidehty. But 
all this is no excuse. Ahasuei-ua was as bad a king as 
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he was a ei-uel husband. Rage and passion, tlie marks 
of royal weakness, are seen in Lis cruelty to his queen, 
and to his suhjeota. 

The deorees of Roman emperors against the Chris- 
tians, and the revocation of the edict of Nantes, and the 
massacre of St. Rartholomew, may helong to the same 
ohapter of horrors that chronicles this wholesale mur- 
dering edict; but I have not found anywhere a decree 
so steeped in infiimy and hlood as this. Never shall 
we be thankful enough for our civil liberty, and-free- 
■dom toworahip God. Daily thanksgiving should he 
made to the God of our fathers for our Bill of liigTiU, 
Babem Corpus, trial hy jury, and a written Consti- 
tution and laws made in confoiinity therewith. And 
if history teactes us to fear tJie tyranny of a despot. It 
also teaches us to fear 

'I That worst of tyrants, fin asnrping crowd. 
Mad, furioua power, whose unreleutiiig mind 
No God can govern, and no justice tind." 

It is almost enough to make an enlightened Republican 
loathe the name cilv^cn, and the very idea of free in- 
stitutions, to see how the newspapers, and advocates of 
lynch law, have praised " the resuiuption of sover- 
eignty by the people," and their holding in utter con- 
tempt the constitutional courts of the country. "The 
moment citizens become soldiers, to interfere when and 
where, and for what length of time it may please an 
irresponsible, self-constituted, unconstitutional power 
to direct them, then we may hid farewell ttifreedom."* 
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If we are governed by the multdtude, witliout such, 
courts and laws as our Coiistitutioa requires, ttea we 
have all tte evils of the worat despotism, witliout the 
discipline or the security of a tyrant's rule. The lib- 
erty that rests on the selfishness, or the incUnation of 
one man, or of a hundred men,'is siisjiended des]}oH^m, 
and if we must choose between the rale of one man, 
or of thirty, without a written Constitution aad laws, 
we should greatly prefer the one. In either case, our 
p p rty ud persoaal liberty are at the will of human 
p passion. In neither ease may the sword be 

tually 1 inking the blood out of our necks, bat it is 
hu 1 over them by the small brittle thread of hu- 
m n w 11 ■which a thousand things may suddenly snap 
d As, under a despntism aud an oligai-chy, 

fch tt d cy is to a greater and greater usurpation of 
p w — the centralizing of the whole government in 
one man or in a few, who, in the end, are converted 
intj one, so, on the otlier baud, there is a dangerous 
fendeuGj under free institutions, toward the usurpa- 
ticn of too much power by the people. Our history, 
brief as it is, shows that this is the rock on which we 
aie in the greatest danger of total shipwreck. Of this 
danger all our wise and great men, from Washington to 
this hour, have earnestly warned us. It is confessedly 
plain to every one, that with us there is a rapid ten- 
dency, in the popular mind, to exalt the will of the 
people above all laws, human and divine — to make 
popular favor the supreme good — the standard of right 
and wrong. Already this disposition is so fully de- 
veloped that every aspirant for place is found under the 
t temptations to offer incense to the people, as 
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to i ^ 1 \,nJ ot !1 1 e tl en „ !s tL t m f 
luatii pass ons and J reful sui e et t ons h e ev lo m I 
the e s not one so nexorable so mioy he ded so 
bloody mindel eo n&at able anl o e uel moiLter 
aa the so e e ^n pe pie when f ee 1 f oia tl e mo a! 
. obi gf t ons of the wo 1 t (. od a 1 let loo e u^ on one 
anotho w thout the re t a nta f 1 ^o e ument 
Witne s tl e e ^ of te ro la T anoe It s well 
known what Pilate did when his conscience constifiiaed 
him to ask the Son of God, What is truth? He went 
out, without waiting for an answer, to consult with the 
people. It is when Babel is to be built; it is when a 
golden calf is to be set np; or a ti-aitor, ILko Cataiine, 
wishes to overthrow the city, or betray his country; or 
when the Son of God is to be crucified, that the wx 
popuU is appealed to, and the multitude blafiphemoualy 
respond, it is the vox Dei. while the Yoioe of history, 
and of reason, and of oommon sense, and of the Bible, 
says tu_li the vox populi is not the vox Dei, bnt the vox 
infernal. Tie whole world lieth in wickedness, and 
is at enmity with Sod and all righteousness. 

2, We see how greatly we are blest, in having a gov- 
emment, not of men, but of Jtisi, mild, enlightened 
and equitable written and published laws, guarantee- 
ing to us liberty in the worship of God, and in the 
purauite of life and the enjoyment of onr institutions. 
The king of Pema, in some instances, seems to have 
been surrounded by the restraints of precedents, yet, in 
other cases, he could do what he pleased with the lives 
and property of his subjects. There was no written 
constitution. There were no laws and courts, like oui'S, 
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for the proteotion of the nghte of ttf people ^.nd 
even if, as some do, we allow that AhnsueruB i8 the 
aame king that granted a decree to Nehemnh, and 
that he did it the same year that he maiiipd Either, 
for the rebuilding of Jerusalem, instead of thinking 
any the hetter of his character, we have only the moie 
proof of his inconsisteney and want of pimciple The 
fear of God did not enter into his decree m favor of Ne 
hemiah, nor of Haman. His purpose was to gratify a 
favorite in both eases, but the one was a man of God, 
and the other was an accursed Amalekite, 

A weak, vacillating, spasmodic Government is a great 
oalamity. Woe to the people whose king is a child. Aa 
Christians, we are taught to thank God for a wise and 
stable Government, and to pray for all that are in au- 
thority, that the Church universal may have peace, and 
that all its members may lead quiet and peaceable lives, 
in all godlineM and honesty. One of our most common- 
ly used aad ablest and best oommentariea, in summing 
up some practical remarks on the character of Ahasue- 
rus, says: "Whatever mere professora may be, true 
Christians are the best subjects under every Govern- 
ment ; not only because they are more peaceable, honest 
and industrious than their neighbors, and conseien- 
tiouslj pay tribute and render obedience in all things 
lawful, but because their examples and conversation 
edify many, and their prayers bring down a blessing on 
the land in which they live in peace. No acquisitions 
of wealth, therefore, could compensate the loss of them, 
even ia a pohtioal view, and without bringing into 
the account the enoi-mous load of national guilt which 
persecution rapidly accumulates." — Dr. Thomat Scott, 
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3. We are never to despair of the Ark, even wlicii 
it fiilla into the hands of tlie Philistines. Gijd will 
never forsake his people. It is no now thing for the 
godly to have to suffer pereeoution. The Jews wero 
misrepresented. Even what IlQman said of thou that 
was true, was su ^aid 13 to give n fdye i,oloriii!^ to tlie 
whole picture There is no prouf that the Jews wero 
factious undei the Peisian rule On the oontniy, 
from the lives of Daniel, Ezra and Nehemi ih, i e 
should infer ju^t the oppoiite Thiy cIo aot Beem bi 
have shown, m E^pt, Babylon 01 Persia, auj of tin, 
turbulence that marked thoir subjugition to the Ho 
mans. Their ciroumBtances, in the cases oiti.,d, were 
very different — so that then fal,tlJaBne^lS, in iHijw Tes- 
tament times, IS easily esplaincd Israehtob arL usual 
ly remarkable for their submiwsion to law J.ud civil 
government, Hamtn s perseoutiona then, woic giound 
less cruelties, practiced upon God's ancient peojile. 
The slaughter of "the Innocents," the St. iiartliolomew 
massacre, are etai'tling proofs of what men maybe lod to 
do by laalice ind iige, aUuudei tbeplen of Joing God's 
service, in protecting tho State and the Church. 
Thousands of non conforming ministers tlie ■^013^ salt 
of Great Britain afieied undei the Chailes, and God's 
dear people, in all past ages, have, in some form or 
other, past to gloiy thtough many tribuHtionB. We 
find them fined, imprisoned, bnni&heJ les^ ciled of their 
goods, and put to death, as enemies to the Churcli and 
State, but upon false charges Poisecutiou always fol- 
lows any fevoi'itism on the part of a Oovemiaent to any 
one religion, in preference to others. It should not then 
be thought a thing incredible that the Israslit«s wero 
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slandered and consigned to cleatruction upon false 
chai-geB. 

It is an old aspersion of God'a people, to ehai'ge them 
with singularity. Would to God there was more oauae 
for the imputation than there is. Not of a rude per- 
veraeness, but of a siugnlarity that marks a high de- 
gree of devotion to God, and zeal for his service. But 
it is not possible for the Church of God wholly to es- 
cape persecution. The seed of the bondwoman loveth 
not the seed of the freewoman. The carnal mind is 
at enmity with God. Here we find the adherence of 
the Hebrews to their laws made the subject of a charge 
against them, for which they were to be put to death ; 
and yet these Yery laws were their greatest glory, and 
the best on earth. They were the laws of the Lord 
their God, and it was their duty to die for them, sooner 
than disobey them, and to die for such a cause was a 
glorious martyrdom. The yeiy thing, therefore, that 
constituted their glory, was made their offense. But it 
is better always to fall into the hands of God than of 
men. This was David's choice, and observation ap- 
proves of it. The very reasons Haraan gave for destroy- 
ing the Hebrews, are among the very reasons why God 
will not let them perish out of the earth. That which 
wheta the sword of men, moves the pity of the Al- 
mighty. And never was there a more deeply laid plot 
than this; and to human view, there seemed to he no 
possible way to escape. It was just so at the Red Sea, 
and yet it was there His power was manifested to save j 
and so it will be here. God sometimes leaves his peo- 
ple to come into the greatest peiil, that his power may 
be the more easily seen in their deliverance. Pharaoh 
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was raised np to allow his power, and so was Haman. 
" Grod taketL the wise in their own craftiness, and en- 
snares the wicked in the works of their own hancla." 
In the darkest honr, it is our duty aad our highesthap- 
piness, still to trost in God. Behind a frowniiig cloud, 
His faoe heama with ineffable love. And Lf a day of 
fiery trials come, when for the testimony of Jesus, we 
must eadure cruel torturings, even unto death, then 
martyi-grace will be given unto us. I believe there 
are thousands of men and women, in our own times, who 
would make as brave confessors and martyrs, as any 
tliat have ever honored Christ at the ataie, or on the 
Eoman arena. And why should we fear to die for Je- 
sus, or at his bidding ? Death is but departing to be 
forever with the Lord and with his saints in g!ory. 

"The grave itself is but a covered bridge, 
Leading from light to light through a brief dailraess. 
Death is bat the lifting of a latch ; 
Only a step into the open nir, 
Out of a tent already laminons 
With light thot shines through its transparent walls." 

Longfdlov:. 
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liOEDBCAI IN SACKCLOTH. 



" Oonscisnce, good my lord, 

Is but file pulse of reason." 

Coleridge. 

" A mail on eittli miy hav ton much love to weep. His 
highest duty is thought and then iction." 



Battled and eourjue ts, the rise of conquerors and 
the reign of king^ ijid tlieir fall — the treachery and 
flattei7 ot eourtieis ind the toils of statesmen, chiefly 
male up the histoiy of the woild Here and there, 
but, " like angel's vifat--, few and far hetween," we 
have an episode foihirmonizmghj^tile nations info oon- 
ooi'd, and foi the advancement of the glorious arts of 
peace. Such was the international jubilation for the 
ocean tdegta^Ti, which \% by no means, a failure, even 
if the lips of thia cable should never utter another aylla- 
hle. It cannot he pronounced a failure, hecause the 
laying of the eahle was really and truly accomplished. 
It ia a fact, therefore, added to tlie chronicled deeds of 
the human race. And again, communication by tele- 
graph across the Atlantic is now certain. Enough has 



bt Google 



180 THE HEBE E\?- PERSIAN QUEEN. 

been (lone to prove tliat it is pra«tioalDlo. And, be- 
sides, tlie iuterc!jin;^o of good feeling between tbe Olcl 
and the New World, oa that occaBioH, was worth all 
the expense, and a great deal more than all the ei;pensD 
of the cable and the jubilee. It is seen to be a part C'f 
God's plan, ia the government of the world, that a 
Howard shall appear, now and then, to remind man- 
kind of the sublime benevoieace of which they are 
capable. The internal history of the world is, however, 
a veiy different oae fi-om its external. The intei-nal 
lies deeper. It ia a histoi'y of heai-ts — the heai-ta of 
nilere as well as of enhjeots. For it is not trae that 
the gi-eat and the mighty of the oarth have no hearts. 
It may be that, sometimes, they tiy to hide their 
hearts, or to smother up, or enfeeble their hi^rher and 
better natures. But kings and queens have human 
hearts. In the history before iis, we have both exter- 
nal and internal conflicts pictured out. Our chronicle 
here is according t-o Esther, iv chapter. 

If we could eoaviot Mordeeai of selfishaoss, pride, or 
wicked ambition, in his conduct toward the kinfr or the 
prime minister ; or of any unhallowed purpose in his 
presenting Hadaasah, his angelic cousin, to the chief 
of the ofBeers of the king's household, as a candida,to 
for the ci-own royal, then we should how begin to fear 
for him, and say, with Job's friends, that it was for Ids 
iniquities this calamity had come upon him. But we 
have not found anything against him. AFc have, thiLS 
far, found him a well educated, refined gentleman, of 
high principles, tried integrity, and unwavei'ing loyalty 
and piety. He may have felt a just satisfaction with 
himself in what he had done in bringing tip Hadassah, 
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aiid Thwfin^. hpr to the I mg s fivor. This would 
not h n e bet,u smful Theie w as nothiDg dislionorable 
noi sinful m hi-> conduct nor in Li's cousin's relations 
with the km" But, doubtless, Mordecai's motives 
W(,i( highei than meie peisoiial gratiication or honor. 
His chai-aeter is proof that he was an attentive obseiTer 
of the nnfoHing providences of tbe God of his fathers. 
Indeed, throughout the history, we see the use of 
means in subordination to an overruling pui-pose. J<]3- 
ther's rare beauty, exquisite form, faultless features and 
radiant eyes wei'e aU given to her by Him who opened 
the heart of the chief officer to show her favor. And 
He whose Spirit moved MordecM to use such means as 
were proper for the education and success of Esther, 
caused the pious Jowe's whea she came before tto 
king, to appea tf h ni v on f pe feot b utj and 

lovehDCss. He p n'J ha m a put of tl e 

means to be c Ho the d 1 e -a e f the c tf e e 1 
Hebrews. The e no let o h ud an e n tl e a c m 
plishment of th D n j -pose no fl e e ny o 
fiision or c oss pu i osee between D vin efli e ^ ud 
human effort Man a f ee and Go 1 s s e ^n n 1 
salvation is a!way of grace — -J gr e 

W7^i Mj}J a 2 ved 11 1 h Je t 

his dailies, am,l jut m sal loS The proniulf,at on of 
this decree m st havo been sad news tl ougl out th 
empire. The k ng s posts flew witli tl e oyal com 
mand almost as witt as the w nds and throughout all 
the provinces w tl so v ilie fe e a ic tJ as 

great mour ng am o j tl e J a d J t g n 1 
weeping, an I a I ig a I / ' J/ sa 1 lotl 

and ashes. 
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Great was the wailiDg that filled the Hebi-ew quar- 
ters of the royal city and every synagogue. And, no 
douht, Mordecaa's former monitors, his fellow eervants 
of the palace, added insult to gi-ief. " Did ive not tell 
you so F Did we not admoniBh yoti that such would be 
the end of your stupid ohstinaoy F It Is strange you will 
run your head against a stone wall. You have come 
to a pretty pass. You would have none of our advice, 
therefore we will now leave you to your sackcloth, and 
may it be very soil to you ! But tell us, old stiff knees, 
what is to be the end of a contest between a Jew, like 
you, and Haman, the favorite of the great king of Per- 
sia ? Which will be the hardest, when your earthen 
pitcher knocks against his of brass ?" And bo, wagging 
their heads and greatly delighted with their own wit, 
they left Mordeoai to his grief and to his pious medita- 
tions, the reading of the Psalms of David, the Book of 
Job, the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah and the 
writings of Moses, and to find relief in prayer. 

And Mordecai, in sackcloth, went out into the midst 
of the city, and caine even before the hing'^ gate, for 
none might enter into the king's gate clothed with sack- 
cloth. It was and is still the law in the East, that no 
one in sackcloth can be admitted to the presence of 
royalty, nor in any habiliments of mourning, unless by 
special favor. Perhaps the reason of this prohibition 
was that the sight of such things would put thekingin 
miud of sickness and death, and so disturb his pleasures. 
As Mordecai could not, therefore, enter the king's gate 
or palace, with suoh marks of oppressive grief, he went 
out into the midst of the city. His C17 must have been 
peculiarly loud and bitter, because he had been made 
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tlie occasiou of this murderous deoree. His enemy 
seemed about to triumpli, not only oyer Mm, but also in 
cuttiagoff hia whole race— sooraino- to let his vengeance 
fail on him alone. A3 it w w th M so it was 

with him — wliat he had do f tk 1 1 -anee of his 
people, wa,? at first turnecl to t! lis d antage. I 
fancy, as indeed the seeon 1 T f,um p ssly aaya, I 
heai- him crying aloud thi-ou h th t t Baying; "A 
people is going fo he destroyed, who have done no evil. 
What a heavy decree is this which the iing and Ha- 
man have passed, not against a part of ua, but against 
Tis all ; to root us out of the earth." And the Jews 
healing him uttering suoh a complaint, gathered about 
him, and he having caused the book of the law t« be 
brought to the gate of the city, and being covered with 
sackcloth, read Dent, iv: 30, 31. "When thou art in 
tribulation and all these things are come upon thee in 
the latter days, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, and 
ahalt be obedient to his voice, for the Lord thy God is 
a merciful (Jod, he will not forsake thee, nor destroy 
thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers, which he 
swore unto them." And then he exhorted them to 
fasting, humiliation, prayer and repentance, after the 
example of the Ninevites. Ta the apocryphal Esther, 
we have a copy of the prayer which Mordecai is said to 
have used on this occasion, and at the time of the gen- 
eral fast. It is in the words following ; 

Loan, Lobd, the King Almighty, for the whole 
world is in thy power, and if then hast appointed to 
save larael, there is no man that can gainsay thee; for 
thou hast made heaven and earth and all the wondrous 
things under the heaven. Thou art Lord of all things, 
and there is no man that can resist thee, which art Uie 
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LoED. Thou kuowcst all things, and thou kuowest, 
Lord, that it was neither in contempt nor pvide, nor 
for any desire of glory, tliat I did not how down to 
proadHamaji, Fori could haveheen content, with good 
will, for the salvation of Israel to kiss the Boles of his 
feet. But I did this that I might not prefer the gloiy 
of man to the glory of God ; neither will I worship any 
but thee, God. Neither will I do it in pride. And 
now, Lord God, and King, spare thy people, for 
their eyes are upon us to bring ua to nought : yea, they 
desii-e to destroy the inheritance that hath been thine 
from the beginning. Despise not the portion which 
thou hast deliyered out of Egypt for thine own self. 
Hear my prayer and be juerciful unto thine inheritance; 
turn our sorrow Into joy, that we may live, Lord, 
and praise thjf name, and desti-oy not the mouths of 
them that praise tliee, Lord. All Israel in like man- 
ner cried most earnestly unto the Lord, because thcii' 
death was before their eyes. 

But pei'haps yon are indignant at his useless wailing 
in the streets, and praying in the synagogue, and say, 
why does he not go at once and tell the queen f But 
can every porter rush into Buckingham palace and 
speak to her Majesty? Is every ne that o"mcs admit 
tedt th p fth EmpessB I P 

t wi8 aim nt qirwhtw 1 

th 1 m 4. d pt m y mp 1 t b 

ns,. flgud pkt yn tl 

y y t II th t W d 

th ddt ttlq fth ybtfea 

H 11 t 1 m t m b th t th 
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It m ybl k 1-a N j { 



bt Google 



MORDEOAI IN THE STEEBTS. 185 

ot de itli from without, is allowed to speaJc to any one 
within the haram. Though the quoea was his cousin, 
Mordecai could have flo oommunioation with her, except 
thioijgh the guard. Even wlien he diBcovered the con- 
spii-aoy, he was ohliged to use one of the eujiiicha as hia 
agent of communication with her. Any one who has 
ever &een the guards of the seraglio of Constantinople, 
IS leadYj I "ro sure, to conclude that it were as easy to 
converse with so many dragons— and that one might as 
well undertake to teas- out their hearts, as to get a syl- 
lable from them of the secrets that are within the walls 
and gates of the harem — regions so sacred and so se- 
cluded, that they seem to belong to another world. To 
understand this hietory, therefore, it is necessary for 
you to divest yourself of ourrepublican ideas of fi'eedom 
of access to high personages. And this explains why 
Mordecai walked, as in a preceding chapter, every day 
before the court of the women's house. This was the 
only way he had to gain any intelligence from withia. 
So here, instead of going to the queen, he goes into the 
streets, and cries with a loud and bitter cry, and came 
even befoi-e the king's gate. His object, no doubt, waa 
to ai'oiise his people to an apprehension of their danger, 
and to attract the attention of some one from the 
queen's apartments of the paJace, through whom a com- 
munication might be opened up with her. For a time, 
the queen knows nothing of the decree, nor of Morde- 
cai s lamentations But at last, " Esther's maids and 
her chamberlains came ind told it her. Then was tho 
queen exceedingly giie^ed, and she sent raiment to 
clothe Moidecai and to take away his SELckoJoth li'om 
him but he recen ed it not. Then called Esther for 
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Hataeli, one of tbe king's chamberlains, wlioin lis liatl 
appointed to attend upon, her, and gave him a com- 
mandmont to Mordecd, to know what it was, and why 
it waa. So Hataeh went forth to Mordeoai, unto the 
street of the city, which was before the king's gate." 
The queen's crown, tboiigh sparkliag with jewels, wm 
now as heavy as lead on her head, because of Mordeoai's 
sackcloth and ashea. It is true friendship always to 
feel the condition of those whom we love. The queen 
seems at first to have supposed that Mordeoai had been 
robbed of his clothing, and was in want. She there- 
fore sent raiment to him, and was exceedingly grieved 
on his account ; but he received it not. Then she sent 
again her most confidential seiTant, to know what was 
the matter. And now Mordeoai tella him of the min-- 
derous decree of Haman, aad commands him to show 
it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her, and to charge 
Ae)' that she should go into the king, to make suppUccb- 
tion unto Mm, and to maJee rec[iiest he/ore him fon- lier 
people. And Salach came and told Esther the words 
of Mordeoai. See verse 7, 8, 9. In the Grreek, it is 
added, that in sending this message to the queen, Mor- 
deoai said also : " Kemember your low estate, aud how I 
carried you in my arms, aad how I have nourished you ; 
and that Haman who is next to the king, has gotten a 
decree for our destruction. Pray, therefore, to the 
Ijord; and plead with the king, that we may be deliv- 
ered from death." This is all good sense, and as far as 
we know, histflrioally true, but there is not a word of it 
in the original text, nor in the Syriao or Vulgate. 

The queen's reply to Mordeoai through Hataoh, was 
that, "All the king's servants, and the people of the 
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king's pi-oviuces, clo know, that whosoever, whether 
man or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner 
court, who is not called, there is one law of his to put 
him to deatJi, except suoh to whom the king shall hold 
out the golden sceptre, that he may live : but I have 
not been called to come in uuto the king these thirty 
days. And thej told to Hordecai Esther's words." 

The case seems esceedingly embarrassed. The diifi- 
oulties wei-e quite enough to discourage her woman's 
heart. She seems to say, I fear some rival haa ob- 
tained the king's favor, or that his affection has cooled 
toward me; and if I were to peril mj life by going iato 
his presence, I fear my fece, instead of recalling his 
love, would only excite his rage. But, says her foster- 
father, with a hero's heai't, I command you, Hatach, to 
say to the queen: "Think not with thyself that thou 
shalt escape in the king's house, more than ail the 
Jews. For if thou altogether boldest thy peace at this 
iime, tli&ii shall there enlargement and delivei-sacj ai'ise 
to the Jews from another place; but thou, and thy 
fethei-'s house, shall be des-tioyed; and who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this?" Verse 13, 14 The queen's answer to 
Mordecai was a ti-ne account of the case, but to him it 
was the language of weakness — if unbelief The 
feaj', or imagination of a oiuel death, did not make his 
heart fail. But if it is cieath that you feai', he says, 
what but death awaits yon f The case is thus : Go 
and plead, and you may die, it is tine, but if you go 
not, you are cei-tain to die. Your blood is Jewish. 
No one is exempted fi'om this decree. It were better 
than to act on the possibility of hope than to sit stiU 
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aud die. But I know tiere is salTation for Ismel. The 
G-od of Jacob will not let tyrants root out and destroy 
His people. The Holy One of Israel will work mira- 
cles, as in days of oldj sooner than that His promises to 
our fathers shall fail. Aud if you are not worthy of 
the post to which you are raised up, the honor of our 
deliyeranoe will be given to some one else. It was to 
save His people, Jehovah has placed you oa the throne, 
and Ho will not fail because of your wenkiicss. Thus, 
iu Mordecai's remonstrances with the queen, we see; 
First, That, for himself, thoufi-li bulongiug to the king's 
household, and related to the queen, aad for Her Ma- 
jesty hoi-self, there was nu escape from Hainan's decree. 
No Jew, high or low, was to he allowed to livo. The 
case, therefoi-a, was her own,-as wcO as his, and of all 
their people. 



e see his faitlj aud cooraije. He was 
not in despair; for, c^eu if tJie queen would not doLer 
duty, still he was confident the ucedfuJ help would he 
obtained. Though one instrament, or agency, might 
fail, he did not donbl Ijut Gocl'a people would bs saved. 
The Divine covenant eoald not fail. He seems to 
argue thus: It may be God's i-ule to keep us in igno- 
rance of our danger ujitil it is necessary to su'oase us 
to feel our dependence on Him, and to use the means 
which He has appointed for our deliverance. He may, 
in mercy, keep us ignorant also of oiir own strength 
and resources till we try ourselves ii'hat wo can do. 
For it is only when we liave done our utmost that we 
ara aiithorized to commit our cause wholly to God, and 
rest alone upon Him for deliverance. It is when 
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Atrides sends his wliole soul with his lance, that Jove 
cai-ries it home to the heart of his enemy. Mordecai's 
faith was truly conquering. It was hei'oio. The olonds 
were thick and heavy. The decree is long, and broad, 
and deep, and it has gone forth to the utmost verge of 
the empire. And it is aa irrevocable as it is cruel and 
bloody. The king is all-powerful. But still the He- 
brew's faith failed not. He trusted in the promises of 
God — he thought them more powerful than the threat- 
ening decree of a tyi'aat. " And this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith." 

TMi-iUy, Thougk assured of deliverance, from some 
quarter, Mordecai was jealous that the queen should 
have the honor of it. And who knoweili. loheiher thou 
art come to the Jcingilomfor such, a twie tis this? As 
if he hud said, " Can you suppose Divine Providence 
has raised you up from so low a condition, in a strange 
land, to become the queen of the Persian Empire, merely 
for your own sake ? Was there not some gi-eat public 
interest to be secured by this? It cannot be, my 
lovely, and now royal cousin, that the God of our 
fethera has so highly iavored you merely for your own 
sake, or for your personal ease, dignity and enjoyment. 
No. He has i-aised you to the tfirone that you may 
have the honor of doing some great service to the 
Hebrew i-ace, and to the Church of the one livicg and 
true God, in the midst of a corrupt and idolatrous em- 
pire." To awaken her to a sense of her responsibility, 
and inspire her with faith in God, he is careful to 
ui^e her to recall to mind how Providence had taken 
care of her helpless oiphanage, and had raised her to 
the throne, no doubt, for this veiy crisis. And that 
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now, if she failed, it would show a great want of cour- 
age — great lack of love for her people, and a sad want 
of faith iu God; and, for such a failure of dutj, ate 
muist expect the wrath of God. For it was true then, 
as it is and has been ever since, that if, by sinful shifts, 
we seek to save our life, we stall loose it. That life 
is lost that is saved bj sin, which is the highest dis- 
honor. 

It is enough. The queen now sees her responsi- 
bility. Her foster-fath 1 1 1 t t h d th n ht 
coi'd — her duty, as a p Is 1 1 to th taith of 
her fathei-s, and to h k d 1 hi th f m 

manded Hatach to t a tl w t M d 

" Go, gather togeth 11 th J w th t p t n 
Shushan, and fast ye f m nd n th t n d nk 
three days, night or d y I 1 nl my maid w 11 
fast likewise: and sow 11 I g nut th kn wl h 
is not according to th Iw, ndflp hip 1 
So Mordeeai went his way, and did according to all 
that Esther had commanded him." 
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TOE QUEtlN ISTBRCEI3IKG. 
" God's ear is open and there still ia room," 

The last chaptei openecl with willing flu'! lafkclotli 
in the stoeets of Shushan The Sultana's cirwu of 
jewels was heaviei thin lead Eoyal hearts were 
piei-ced with many sonows 0, the hvmg woilJ of 
anxieties and ai prehensions m which we now ilwell, 
nor are thrones anil palaces iii-e fiom thorn But the 
chapter closed with a greit solemn ielia;ioua convicv 
tion. Mordecai assembles the people for iastmg and 
prayer. Every Israelite is now to go to his knees, not 
before idols, nor in tlie temples of the Sun, but before 
Jehovah, the God of his fathers. And the queen, 
perhaps the only worshipper of the tme God in the 
palace, with her maidens, are to join Mordecai and the 
people in fasting and prayer; and, aftei-ward, she says, 
*' I will go in unto the king." Heroic resolve, worthy a 
Hebrew queen of the race of Mii-am, Deboi-ah and 
Judith. Nor is Mfe ever so well used as when to lose it 
is gain. Duty 13 moi-e than life. Duty is ours, conse- 
quences are God's. 
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We have found a Hebrew raaid, an oi-phan and a 
oaptire, on tlie hanks of the Choaapea — a iovcly dam- 
sel, a beautiful odalisque, a gvaocfal, cliarmin;^ wife, a 
most fascinating Sultana; hnt now we find lier the 
Heroine. Mover tiU now has her mission folly ap- 
peared. The process of her preparation f(iT her work 
has been long and varied and most wonderful, but her 
work came to her at last, and nobJy does she perform it. 
It is in the noble r^olve that she will offer her life a 
sacrifice, if ni,oeasaiy, to save her countrymen that her 
leal stiength of chaiacter begins to devtlop itself. 
Heie, at once, she ns&s to the dignity of a martyr. 
The pioad, heroic blood of Moideoai speaks out in her 
when she "ays / wiJJ go in nut ih-' 7 inj, and if I 
petish I j^:ensh. She aeeins to say . My mind is now 
clearly made np. It is my duty to try to save my peo- 
pbj and I ajii resolved to do so, and if I lose my life in 
the attempt, I shall yield it cheerfully, because I am 
in the way of duty. 

Though it is strange that there is no mention of God 
in their fasting and ceremonies, nor of praying to Him, 
yet it is certainly implied. I do not know -whj prayer 
is not mentioned, nor why the name of God is omitted. 
But s ly it was not suppc^ed by Esther or Morde- 
ar th t th as any charm in their fasting or rend- 

ng f 1 th They must have thought that, in and 
by h t f 1 nitenoe, and such marks of giief, 
th y ul 1 w k n the people to a sense of their dan- 
ge nd them to call upon the God of their 

fati th t me of their extremity. The Queen's 

1 n pi d 1 profound regard for God, submis- 
s n to H w 11 nd a great regard for the lives of her 
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people. She had become satisfiecl that if she was to 
lose her hfe it was iu a good ofrase, and that she could, 
therefore, safely commit herself to her heavenly Father. 
" Now it came to pass oa the third day, that Esther 
put on her royal apparel, amd stood in the inner court 
of the king's house, over against the ting's house : and 
the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, 
oyer against the gate of the house. And it was so, 
when the king saw Esther the queea standing in the 
court, that she ohtained favor in his sight : and the 
king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was ia 
his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top 
of the sceptre. Then said the king unto her, What 
wilt thou, queen Esther f and what is thy request ? it 
shall he even giyea thee to the half of the kingdom. 
And Esther answered, If it seem good unto the ting, 
let the king and Haman come this day nnto the ban- 
quet that I have prepared for him." 

There is a passage in the Oyropedia of Senophon 
which proves that the kings of Persia nsed a goMen 
sceptre, such as is alluded to in the test. It is in the 
sixth book. " It is not," said Cyras to his son 0am- 
byses, " the golden sceptre that saves the kingdom ; 
faithful friends ai-e the truest and safest sceptre of the 
empire." Other proof is not wanting, but not needed. 
The condition of the king and the queen, as they now 
come hefore us, ia very different, and that of the queen 
veiy much changed. The last time we saw her was at 
her coronation. Now the king and Hanian are drinking 
ia the banqueting hall of the palace, but Esther is veiy 
differently employed. If you look into her apartments, 
they are gorgeously furnished. Jight steals into them 
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throut^k tte richly decoiatel win low bv diy ind 
golden limj s from maible columns pnur tbtii light 
ujion gol len dwa.Ti'i—puI nai m — worthy of i goddess 
by night Hei ehaml eis ate filled eveiy day with 
the most costly peifumes rniits and flower and 
wines ficm Shiiaa and the Happy Isles covei the 
tabli-s But the queen is not undci the spell of such 
euchantmeutfl Tui two diya aaJ nigl t she Ins nei 
thei t-istcd foo 1 noi dunk It is new the third d y 
wnce she and hei mtidens begun then f stmg Hun 
ger an 1 thiiot tnd mental ag iiy still nioie aie making 
deep mroals upon hei physical strength if not ujon 
her beauty Pale and almost haggaid hei lu^tious 
eyes begin tj grow dim with weepmg anl hei lip 
though almost paiched with thirat aie still moimg m 
piayei Her knees ichi, fr m long pioatiition oa the 
tehselatcd floor Exit is h ui attei Lorn [a'^ses and 
her heart i ouin foith its sorrow she feek hei c urage 
growing stionger until she 1 is gaiae 1 strength f r the 
tenible mteiview But betoio she rises frim hei 
knees to make hei toilet, let lis heai one of hei piayeis 
We take it from hci ipociyphal life, wheie it l^ siid 
"Being in fear of death, queen Esthei rcsoited untu 
th L did away her gloiiom appuel, and 

p t th <n m nts of an^msh and momning, 

d t d f p cious ointment^, she covered hei 
h d w th h and dung and she humbled her 
b dy tly d all the places of hei joy she filled 
w th 1 t h IF And she prayed iinto the Lord 
God of Israel, saying, O my Lohd, thou only ait 
our king, help me, a desolate womin, whi^'h hii c no 
heJper but Thee Foi my dangei is m mine hand 
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Prom my jouLli up I hive licoitl m tin, ti be of my 
family, tliat tliou, O Lokd toike^t Isi'iel fiim among 
all people, and oiir fathers from all then predecessors 
for a perpetual inheritance, and thou hast perfonned 
whatsoeyer thou didst piomiee them 4.iid now we 
have siuned before thee, theiefore hast thiu givea ns 
intfl the hands of om enemies, because we ivoi'shipped 
their gocTs. LoRD thou ait nghteous Neverthe- 
less it satisfieth them not that we are m bitter captivity, 
but they have stricken hands with their idols, that tliey 
will abolish the thing that thou with thy mouth hast 
ordained, and destroy thine inheritanoe and stop the 
mouth of them that praise thee, and quench the glory 
of thy house aud of thine altar. And open the moutlis 
of the heathen to set forth the praises of the idols, and 
to magaiiy a fleshly king forever. Lord, give not 
thy sceptre unto them that be nothing, aud let them 
not laugh at our fall, but turn their device upon them- 
selves, and. niake him an example that hath begun this 
against us. Remember, Lord, make thyself known 
in time of our afSiction, and give me boldness, Eing 
of the nations and Loi-d of all power. Give lue elo- 
quent speech ia my mouth before the lion, turn his heart 
to hate him that fighteth against as, that there may be 
an end of him and of all that are like minded to him. 
But deliver us with thine hand and help me that am 
desolate, and which have no other helper but Thee. 
Thou knowest all things, Lord; thou knowest tbat I 
hate the gloiy of the unrighteous, and abhor the bed 
of the nncircumoised, and of all the heathen. Thou 
knowest my necessity, for I abhor the sign of my high 
estate, which is upon mine head in the days wherein I 
9a 
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sliew myself, and that I abhor it, and that I wear it 
jiot when I am private by myself. Aad that thine 
handmaid hath not eaten at Aman's table, and that I 
have not gi'eatlj esteemed the king's feast, nor dnmk 
the wine of the drink-offei-ings. Neither had thine 
handmaid any joy since the day that I was brought 
hither to this present, but in thee, Loan God of 
Abraham. thou Mighty GoB above all, hear the 
voice of the forlorn, and deliver' us out of the hands of 
the mischievous, and deliver me out of my fear. 

The queen and her maidens have been fasting and 
engaged in solemn devotions in their apartments, and 
Mordecai and all the Jews, festing and praying in all 
the synagogues, while the king and Hamau have been 
quite othenrise employed. But their revelry is over. 
It is court day and audience bom's. And as no sove- 
reigns ever assumed more haughty airs, or claimed 
higher royal hocors than the Persians, it will be inter- 
esting to get a view of the Palace, the throne, and the 
king. The bistoiy of these monai-chs informs us that 
no one could approach them unveiled and uncalled, 
without peril of life, and that into the inner court of 
the haremj no person ever entered but the king and the 
womaa he had called. No one of his court, neither the 
prime minister, nor the queen herself, ever dai-ed to go 
into this chamber, unless oi-dered to do so, or led by the 
king himself into it. And in this case, the queen's 
dificulty was increased by the fact that, the king had 
not called her for thirfi/ daj/s. And according to 
Herodotus, after the time of Deioces, king of Media, in 
order that the person of the king might be more secure, 
it was a law that no one should be admitted into his 
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presence, wten on tlie throne, until special leave hni 
been obtained. Tlie ordinary rale was that all business 
w th th L w to b t acted tbi-ough the medium 

f hiflm t 

B t th h b m wien Esther must either find 
f f b If d b people, or forfeit her life a,nd 
lea h wn t th . She has been gi-ieved, 

Imd ddply^ttd; but she feele that she 13 

th w 7 f 1 ty d w oa the third da,y of the 

fth pdb pyrgto adorn herself for the 

p f th k TV th the courage and resolution 

f q 1 th p ty f a Hebrew, she begins her 

1 P t f th g 1 1 1. Her face now assumes 

t w t d b f i d b auteons expression. Her 

)j t 1 d t have made her more beau- 

t f I th Th m Q-od that was with Joseph 

Eeypt d w tl M n the wilderness, and with 

D 1 d h mp in Babylon, has been with 

Ii S T! p I d water, with God's bleea- 

^, w b tt 1 t f the Hebrews than the king's 
meat and wine, so that at the end of the ten days, their 
countenancei appeared fairm' andfattor in flesh, than 
all the cMldre^i which did eat the portion of the Icing's 
meat. Dan. i: 15. And it was just so here, &od 
whom sbe worahipped, made her the more beautiful, 
because of her humiliation before Him, and because 
she had put her trust in Him, and was now offering her 
life as a sacrifice to him, for the sake of his people. 

There is something worthy of special notice in the 
difference of her preparatiou, this time, for going be- 
fore the king, and her preparatioa for meeting him 
the first time. Under the tuition of the chief of- 
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ficerof tte haj-eD.!, she was piepiied with iii\irli and 
sweet odora, ancl kept twelve mouths in a ■-tate of 
purifioatiou, that she might he leikoned fit tj be pre- 
sented to the king. But here she hi? not the assist^ 
anoe of Hege, aacl has only three dajs, anc! thej are 
spent, not in the sweet hatha and in the vigoioaa use of 
oils and odors, but in fasting and prayer As far as 
Ler personal appffiiranee coidd avail m her behalf, it 
was chie0y her face that was to win the king, and this 
she makes thin and pale by abstinence and mental 
agony. Would not the wisdom of this world have 
pampered the flesh, that the wanton eyes of a Pagan 
king might be the more easily inflamed ? It was the 
queen's faith that taught her to lavgukh to please— -to 
trust in pi-ayer rather than in oanial beauty — to rely 
on ftod to touch the king's heai-t, rather than ajijthing 
she could do herself, and yet she was assiduously 
using all and the veiy best means within her power to 
make her effort successful. All things being done by 
herself, and her people and Mordecai — being at peace 
with Grod, and having her cause right in His sight, the 
queen now prepares to go to the king. Never did she 
take so much pains with her toilet. Never before did 
she direct her long black tresses to be bo carefully 
braided over her pohshed forehead — never before did 
she use so much skill in trying to enhance her every 
personal charm, and maie her beauty irresistible to the 
king. She was arrayed with the snow-white woolen 
stuffs of Damascus and the roseate silks of Persia; the 
royal tiara of twisted silk and gold sparkling with most 
precious jewels, and proclaiming her rank and relation 
to the king, while, at the same time, it set off her 
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figure to great advantage — over her shoulders flowed 
the purple velvet mantle, embroidered on the edge 
with heavy pearia. And never did royal robes become 
her so well. She looked more like a goddess, dropped 
from the cioiids, than a being of clay. Her maidens 
were also very beautifal, and most elegantly arrayed. 
When she came to the threehhold of the palace, she 
stopped a moment to breathe a fervent prayer, and swal- 
low down the choking sensation that almost suffocated 
her, and to gather up her failing sti-ength, and then 
she passed into the throne-room, where sat the king, 
with his golden sceptre in his hand, and suiTounded 
with his nobles, and the crown upon his head. The 
king was an aged man — ^his locks were long and white 
as snow, and his beard soft and glossy as a Turk's of 
three-soore yeare, flowing down upon his breast, after 
the manner of Mehemet Ali. His i-obe was of Persian 
purple and strips of silver; his diadem was massive with 
priceless gems — the richest crown then on earth. His 
tunic was a brilliant mass of gold and jewels. The 
throne was of ivory, all glittering with gold and pre- 
cious stones. Though his arms were long, he was con- 
sidered a veiy handsome man. And, under such cir- 
cumstances, thus arrayed, in a magnificent saloon of 
marble, inlaid with ivory and the moat costly sweet 
woods, and hung with cloth of gold tissue, and an im- 
mense plane-tree, wrought in gold, overhanging his 
throne, his appearance must have been splendid, and 
well calculated to fill a spectator with awe. As the 
queen entered, the king, hearing a slight i-uffling, as of 
female i-obea, turned to see who it was, and, behold ! 
before him stands Esther, speechless. The paleness of 
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her olieeks, from mental agony and fasting, made lier 
face more trauaparent; aDd, as she stood, sliiinking 
from fear, the king most have deteoted a shadow of 
melanctolj, if not of great suffering. Her penciled 
brow waa slightly contracted hj the intensity of hei' 
feelings, and her long lashes were dripping with teal's, 
ajid her lips trembling -witli agitation. More heautiful 
than ever, and though silent, her eloquence was enough 
to have moved a heart of stone. The apoci-jphal 
chapters of this history ai-e more full and minute than 
our text, but in no way ooati-adlctory to it Aoooiding 
to them, when Esther saw the ting, Bniiounded with 
his nobles, and recollecting the fate of Va&iiti, aud 
Ircowing that she was setting at defiance a law of the 
palace, and that the Hag was a man of violent passions, 
and esoeedingly fierce in Siis jealousy for his personal 
honor and the dignity of his throne, her heart fiiiled 
her, and, filiating, she fell into the ai-ms of her maids. 
And when the king fii-st saw her, he was greatly en- 
I'aged, but, as he gazed upon her lovely form, his heart 
began to soften. The nobles and princes, also, were 
moved with silent sympathy, for they all loved Esther; 
and though they dai'ed not open their lipa to plead her 
cause, yet their eyes aad oouatenauces spoke as plainly 
as if every hno of their feces were a fieiy tongue. In 
breathless awe the whole court watched the king's face, 
for it shone with terrible fierceness, waiting foi the 
issue. By her very appearance, the quenn ^ays, H^o- 
thing but an affair of life or death could have btought 
me into this awful pregeaee. Her maible hps, as she 
lies in the arms of her maidens, say ; " Oh, diead sue, 
my lord and my husband, the sovereign ot ^li the 
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proYinces fi'om India to Ethiopia, it is dire neeeasity, 
not any wisli to disobey your Jaws, that has eonatiTiiaed 
me to appear before yoii, uncalled. And, now, I am 
ready, live or die, as it shall seem good to yonr impe- 
rial majesty. I remember my predecessor lost lier 
orown for not coming when sent for, and I know I put 
my life into your hands by coming, unhidden, into your 
presence. But may I not hope for your pardon ?" 
But, as yet, no sign is given. The haughty king has 
not yet spoken. His thoughts of dignity, power and 
fame— of his vast empire of one hundred aud twenty- 
seTen provinces — are in conflict with his feelings. 
And, oh, king AhasnerasI must this lovely creature 
die ? No. God changed the king's spirit into mildness, 
and, unable any longer to dissemble his feelings, he 
leaped from his throne, and toot her up in his arms, 
laid the golden sceptre on her neck, and spoke to her 
in the most endeai-ing manner, saying. Thou shalt not 
die J I am thy brother. What noiUilKm, queen Euher? 
And no wonder that a king was ovei-come with sucli 
ti-anscendent beauty and loveliness, when, like a snow- 
wreath, she sunk at his feet in the consciousness of a 
painful duty well done. No wonder the whole court 
was a sobbing gallery, when they saw the queen was 
saved. Tears of joy^ — -of relief, rolled from every eye, 
as they saw the crisis past. And now, the queen re- 
viving, touched the golden sceptre in token of perfect 
submission ; and then she said to the king, "When I saw 
thee, thy tenible majesty made me afi'aid, and I thought 
you would be to me as an avenging angel, and my heart 
troubled me, and my strength went from me." Think 
no more of it, my lovely queen, said the king. What 
9e 
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is illy T6qwM awi it sJiaU he given ihee, to the half of 
ike hingdnm. " Only this, my lovcl, if it eeem good 
unto the king, let the iiing and my lord, prince Haman, 
come this day nnto the hanijuet that I have prepared 
for him." Womanlike, no sooner has she conquered 
than she is prepared to make the most of the yictory, 
nor will she risk her iafluenoe now by telling him all 
she really wants, hut only asks the king, and his favor- 
ite, to a hanqnet with her the next day. 

1. Observe ike queen's modesty— her extraordinary 
prudence at the very moment that she is most success- 
ful. Her request was a simple invitation to have the 
king come to a hanqnet of wine the next day, and as a 
mark of regard for his preferences, she wishes him to 
bring Haman. I do not say, however, that she may 
not also have thought this a good way to prevent his 
suspicions from being awakened, and to keep him from 
adopting any hasty measures against the Jews. It was 
wise to show this much respect for the king's pai-tiality, 
and then it served to secure his presence when his plot 
was to be tmniasked to the king. The queen put her life 
in danger, and she not only lives, hut obtains favor be- 
sides pardon. The king promises her half of his king- 
dom. He had, at Haman's demand, gi'^'in him the 
lives and the goods of all the Jewish race; but here, 
before she has asked for anything, the king offei-s the 
queen half his kingdom. This mast have astonished 
her as much as she had been in fear of his imperious 
temper. But recovering herself as she remembered 
that " the king's heai't is in the hands of the Lord; as 
the rivers of water. He turneth it withersoever He will," 
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she did not prefer lier great request at oaee. She 
wished to have the king more fuHy prepai-ed for so im- 
portant a matter. It is not good breeding, nor wise 
policy, " to swallow f V013 too greedily le^t they either 
ohoke us in the passage r piove haid ut digestion 

2. In Esther's laating aad liT.yei and pious cour 
age, we see that faith and j ety are nit always shorn of 
their fruits under unfevorable influences thev may 
fiouriah in a palace The atmospheie of the court ot 
S«sa, and the power of a Persian husband ha\t, not 
crushed out all MoideCTi s catechi m ft m hei soul 
In every oonditioa of life if we are faithful to our 
selves, the grace of G- 1 is sufiioient foi ns A slave 
in the field, or in the mines oi m the galieyo or a 
member of Nero's court Dr neai Belshazzai s thione 
ia Egypt or Persia a6 home (i abroal the grace ot 
God is promised to ui iccoidmj, to cm day As the 
sun makes the laughing waves to glisten nd the higb 
mouataina to shine with hght and yet makea gkd the 
weai'y captive in hi dungeon oi m the dark reee aes 
of the noisy mill, s>o the Go pel dignifies a thione, 
and makes glad a hovel In a chaotic state of society, 
a pioua man luay hT,ve ^r atei difficulties to overcome 
in maintaining a goldy walk but then in overcoming 
these difB.culties, he will gain a gieatei iey. e of spir 
itual strength. Wheie theie are tn N fo develop 
the strength of one s chaiacter there the gx 1 will be 
Hke Jeremiah's figs very good and the bilwill be 
very bad. 

S. Qiieen Esther las a trf )ep ei f tiie womai 
Every one is raised up as she was not to be a Sultana 
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and do just the work elie did, but to do liis or lier own 
work. Every one has a duty to perform— a post to 
maintain — a lot to fulflU. Every one of us Is brought 
to the kingdom, at such a time, and under such cir- 
cumstances as God sees best to order, and it is our fii-at 
and highest duty to improve them ali for His glory. 
Mordecai's great argument with the queen was, that 
God had raised her up at that very time to the throne 
of Persia, that she miglit do this service for His church. 
It is a great blessing that we have been made to do 
something, and happy is he who finds his work, and 
does it with a hearty good will. There is a work for 
eveiy one of us. Let us be diligent and careful in 
performing it, lest we let our opportunities slip for 
serving our generation. The providence of God may 
not design us to sit on thrones like that of Persia, but 
we have our duty to do just as much as Esther had. 
We are all God's stewards, and will have to render a 
strict aocoTint of all the gifts, graces and opportunities 
bestowed upon us. We must watch for opportunities 
to do good, and to arrest evil. We must ever be ready 
to follow tha leadings of Providence. 

4. It may sometimes be our duty to ourselves, our 
country, our fellow-men and our God, to put our lives 
m jeopardy for (Ae trv,^, or for ike church, and for 
the sake of Jesus. This Samson did when his hair grew 
and hiis strength returned, and he prayed and puJled 
down the heathen temple.* This is just what David did 
when he went to meet the giant of Gath. The proph- 
ets and apostles did not think of saving their lives, but 
only of sei-ving God faithfully. So, in our history, 

* See my TOlame, " Tbe Gliant Jndge," pp.3oa-5. 
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Estliei-'s duty was plain. True piety otight to make men 
brsvye. It is not for a Chiistian to shrink fi-om duty 
for fear of death, or persecution. We ought, s.iys an 
apostle, to lay down our lives for the brethren, for 
Christ gave his life a ransom for us. Our lives ai'e 
His — we otiglit to surrender theiti then at His oaJI. 

6, We should never fear to do owr duty. The &od 
whom we serve is able either to sostain us under our 
trials, or to deliver us out of them. He will always do 
one or the other. His oomjassion cannot fail. Like 
as a father pitiethhis children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him. Wliy, then, should we shrink from 
any degree of sufFeringor of pei-secution ? Why should 
we ever fear to avow our principles, or ever turn aside 
fi-om the perfoi-maace of a ti-ying duty? Why should 
we yield to the fear of man, that bringeth a snare, 
seeing we ai-e in the hands of Him who holdeth the 
hearts of all men and of devils in his hand? Satan 
could not sift Peter, nor touch an article of Job's es- 
tate, nor a hair of his head, till express leave waa 
granted him. And so it is now. All our foes are 
chained J and the extent of their reach is detei-mined 
by the pleasure of Him who loved us so much as to die 
for us. It is His purpose to destrey the works of the 
Devil. If he careth for us, it is enough. Let us com- 
mit our oares to Him, and go on our way rejoicing. It 
is sinful to pass ouv time on earth in bondage to the 
fear of death-— -or in slavish apprehensions of any evil. 
Sufficient for the day is the evil, and sufB.oient also is 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Why should we 
indulge tormetiting fear about health or comfort ? All 
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things ai-e in our Heavenly Father's hands, and He 
kaoweth what we have need of. If te says, let Provi- 
dence prosper that man, it ia done. He euooeeda. For 
the blessing of the Lord niaketh rich. If He sajs, let 
floods and fires, plague and pestilence, he abroad on the 
earth — it is done. And meu are poor, and sick, and 
dying. But if He says to sickneas, touch not my ser- 
vants ; then the pestilence may walk ia darkness, and 
the destruction rage at noon-day; and a flioiisand may 
fall at his side, and ten thousand at his right hand, and 
it shall not come nigh him. We are immortal till our 
ohange comes. While God has work for us to do, He 
will uphold us, and when His will is fulfilled with us 
in this world, then we should go cheerfully to another. 

6. Tlie privilege and efficacy of prayer. The mur- 
derous plot for the esfermination of aU the Hebrews in 
the world, to human eyes, seems perfect. But God's 
thoughts are not as our thoughts. By the breath of 
the God of tlieir fethers, all this grand contrivance, 
stretching through so vast an empire, and em[>loying 
so many agencies, &hall become as desert sand before 
the wind, and be blown back in an ovei-whelming mass 
upon its author. But Mordeoai, the queen and the 
people, all work together. They have all committed 
their cause to God, by fasting and prayer ; and while the 
people and Mordeeai continue pleading with the King 
of kings, the queen put her life in peril, and went to plead 
for favor from the great king of Persia. The queen's 
example is worthy of imitation, in two particulars, 
namely : First, as Henry remarks, here is an example of 
a mistress pi-aying with her maids, that is worthy of 
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being followed by nil house-keepet-s acd heads of fami- 
lies. And, secondly, we ai-e here encouraged to ask the 
sympathy and prayers of othera, when we undertake 
any great or peiilous enterprise. And espeeially are 
those who are called, in the proyidence of God, to stand 
forth boldly in perilous aervicea, in the high places of 
the Church and of the State, entitled to the united pray- 
ers of tiieif brethren. When Peter was put in prison, 
the Church made prayer unceasingly for him, and God 
sent his angel to deliver him. How often and earnestly 
does the great apostle ask for the prayers of belieTers ? 
And how instructive the fact, that, while the Jewish 
High Priest was within the Holy of Holies, making in- 
tercession for the people, the people were all praying 
without. And while Joshua leads on God's hosts 
amidst the AmaJekites, Moses stands praying, and 
Aaron and Harr hold up his hands; and the battle 
waxes or wanes as the praying prevails or grows slack. 
Wonderftil is the efficacy of prayer. It was in answer 
to prayer the God of Esther's pious fathers moved the 
h t f th k' to h Id t h g Hen soeptre. And 
h b d p to fit illustration of 

p L d m P ble of the Unjust 

h h m it always to pray, 

E proud, imperious, 

m m ' love and grace, 

h m d — ot called, but for- 

b dd w m p p of death — we are 

d Th p h B say come. She 

w h w her face; we come, 

pdgh dpmesof the Gospel. 

G d h b d d the contrite in 



bt Google 



208 THE HEBREW-PESBIAN QUEEN. 

spirit iuto His presence. Queen Either liad no frieud 
uear the throue who daved to open hi? hps to plead her 
cause. The king's favorite was her greatest enemy. 
But, hi'etliren, if any man sin, we have an Advocate 
with the FatJier, even his own Son, Jesus Christ, onr 
Lord. He ever liveth, to malie intercession for us. 
The golden soeptre in His hands is always stretched 
out. He is touched with a felluw-feoling for our in- 
firmities. 

7. One of the graciows designs of affliction is to 
make us feel our dependence upon God. A gracious 
result of trials to the people of G-od, is that it drives 
them to prayer. But the court of heaven is not like 
that of Persia, into which there was no entrance for 
those that were in mourning, or clothed with sackcloth. 
Such could not come near the palace of Ahaaueras. 
But it is the weary, the heavy laden and the sorrowing, 
that are especially invited to the throne of grace, and 
invited to oome boldly. Is any among you afflicted, 
saith the apostle James, let him pray. Call upon me, 
Baith the Lord, in the day of trouble, and I will deliver 
thee. Doubtless the iminent peril iuto which, the Jews 
were brought, was to remind them of their dependence 
on the God of their fathers. They were, as we are, 
ready to forget him, and especially so, when far from 
home. But now that there seems to be no other ear to 
hear, no other hand that can save, they ai-e brought to 
their knees — and with fasting, and humility, and fer- 
vency of spirit — they call upon God, that peradventure 
He will be gracious to them. It was so also with 
Manasseh. And it was when the prodigal began to be 
in want, he thought of returning home. Afflictions sanc- 
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tified are blessings. And liow esceediuglj appropriate 
for jou, poor sianer, is tiie queen's resolve. As a 
ner, yon are oonclemiied, and under sentence of death. 
There is no escape for you but to belieye in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Nor is there a moment to lose, 
morrow, even to-morrow, may he too late, 
then, that Jesus Christ came to seek and save that 
wluch ia lost. He casta out none that come unto Him. 
He is the sinner's fi-iend. Tiy his loye this or 
by casting yourself as a guOty sinner upon his 
Say with the hymn; 

I'll go to Jesus tboHgh mj sin 

I know his court, HI enter in 
Whatever may opposR. 

Perhaps he will admit my plea, 

Perlmps will hear my prayer ; 
Bnt if I perish, I will pray, 

And perifih only there. 

I can bnt pBrisli if I go, 
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CHAl-'TER Sm. 

THE BANQUET AND THE SLEEPLESS KING. 



"No action, whetliet foul or fair, 
Is ever done, but it laaves somewhere 
A reoocd, written by fingers ghostly, 



We have seen that the king prainised to attend the 
queeu's banquet, and ordered Haman to lualce haste, 
that he might do as Esther had said. iSo the king and 
Sa^nan came to the hanqvst that Slither had lyr^o/i-ed. 
See Terses 6, 7 and 8 of \he, fifth chapter of Esther. 

At the banquet the king is delighted, and demands 
of the- queen what she desired, and declares that her 
request, even to the half of the kingdom, shall be gran- 
ted. This seems to have been a common form of court 
promises, meaning that nothing would he denied, 
Heiod made a similar proposition, but instead of giving 
half of his kingdom, in compliance with a wicked wo- 
man's request, he gave her the head of John the Baptist, 
which was of more value than the whole of his king- 
dom. 

Among the Persians and Orientals, generally, wine 
banquets were common, they seem to have been de- 
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signed chiefly for pleasure, rattev tliau for eating — de- 
lightfiil social interoourae, and as tokens or occasions 
of showing honor, rather than for the gratification of 
the appetites — "the feast of reason and flow of soul" 
— "a dejuner sans fourchette." Our aufJiors are not 
agreed, however, whether the wine hanqxiet was hefore 
or after the principal meal, or whether it was a feast 
ahove and independent of aJI other kinds of fare. It 
is oloai', however, that some of their wine banquets 
comprised fruits, and mutton, rice, fowls, game, as well 
as Shiraz wines. 

And the queen answered, "My petition, and my le 
quest is, if I have found favor with the kme; !i t him 
and Hainan come to the banquet that I -^hall piepiie 
for them to-morrow." H"ow why did not the queen at 
once acquaint the king with the mattei so much in her 
heart ? We answer, by delaying hei petition she 
showed that it wais one of no ordiuaiy impoitance — 
proved her modesty and self-command— and perhaps 
she was a little daunted by the king's august presence — 
her heart may have been ready to fail her— and per- 
haps she thought it best to try how far she had gained 
on the king's afi^ections, and to test the influence she 
had over him — and perhaps she thought to-mon-ow the 
king will be more amiable and ready to gi-aat my peti- 
tion; or, in the meantime, Haman may show some 
signs of insolence, or make himself less agreeable to 
the king, or God may, in some way, display his power, 
and open up some other door of hope — whether any 
or all of these thoughts passed through her mind, we do 
not know; but it is recorded that the queea deemed it 
—that it was wisest to engage the king's 
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ff t jjj li nt t mm nt b f h I 

1 m I te 1 fi tl ti t m tt tli t w n 

h h -t And Id 11 I n t j u 

uppoB atlitliw fl itth dlybya 

k nd P d t m It w J f til t f tli 

m g a ght th t w t p p th t f tb 
-sfb. ntp Itw wply Ii 

paj-t t 1 i th 1 n ^u t f th by t w n 

ing tbe confidence of the king, and strengtbening ber 
foi'cea for the great demand; but Gfod's hand was in it 
also, for, speaking, after tbe manner of men. Providence 
wiabed to gain time for the developments at tbe follow- 
ing nigbt, and sucoeeding day, of wbicb we have an 
aooonnt ia the sLstb chapter of Estbei It ii not bereay 
to say that Providence usually beips tbe bravest and 
beet disciplined troopa. On tbe oontraiy, it la genuine 
ortbodox Calvinism to trust in &od and keep tbe gun- 
powder dij. It ia an interesting theological and bis- 
torico-plilosophioal fact, that tbe very men wbo have 
believed most thoroughly in tbe Divine Sovereignty, 
are tbe very men tbat have been distingnisbed as tbe 
hard workei'S of tbe race. Witness Paul, Calvin, Knox, 
OromweU, Mapoleon and Edwards. The belief tbat 
Gkid works in us to will and to do of his good pleasure, 
is the strongest possible motive to put forth our own 
efforts in tbe same direction. 

Pi'om tbia firet banquet "Haman went forth joyful 
and with a glad hearty but when he saw Mordecai in 
tbe king's gate, that be stood not ap, nor moved for 
him, be was full of indignation against Mordecai," 
Nevertheless he refi-ained himself from taking sudden 
and summary vengeance upon him, but goes home full 



bt Google 



214 THE HEBREW- PERSIAN QUEEN. 

of pride and rage — of pride becaufie of tlie honor lie 
had received in being called to the queen's banquet 
with the king alone, and full of rage because Mordecai 
would not do him. homage. But wJieu he I'eachea his 
palace, he calla hia frienda, and hia wife Zeresh, and 
tells them, in trae oriental style, of " the gloi-j of his 
riches, and the multitude of his children, and how tho 
king had adyanced him above the princea, all hia aer- 
Tsnts, and even the queen did let no man come in with 
the king unto the banquet but himself; and to-morrow 
am I invited unto hei- alao with the king." 

Observe here : 1. How God restrained the heart of 
a wicked man. Haman could easily have had Morde- 
cai put to death. He had the king's signet ring to 
take measurea to kill, root up, and destroy every mem- 
ber of the tated Hebrew race. By hia own hand, or 
that of his servants, therefore, he could have destroyed 
Moi-decai at once. But an unseen power controlled 
him. Divine Providence disposed of the case untO 
the plot should ripen. 

2. ilajaan' s,ffloT^ng preceded hia fall. Pride coni- 
eth before deati-uetion. Even the wisdom of Ahitlio- 
phel is perfect folly when the Lord curses a man. It 
is by no means an uncommon thing for us to make 
fatal mistakes in our ignorance, and to rejoice when 
we shoiild feai', and to sorrow for things that either 
never happen, or if they do, turn to our joy and com- 
fort. In Haman's boastiDg while he gratified hia own 
vanity, he designed, no doubt, to ^gravate Morde- 
eai's impudence in the mind of his friends. Favora 
are sometimes done by men to their fellow-mon for the 
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purpose of euanariu^ thpin And even in the proyi- 
dence of God, we fiiid mou allowed to wax fat, or to 
grow lioli and great, in oider tliat they may make a 
fiiU trial of themselves, and piove to themselves, and 
to the world, what is m theu hearts So here, Haman 
ia honored with the king. The queen does not invite 
the king without Haman. Nor can he read the queen's 
heart. He sees not, on her face, the petition which 
she is preparing to lay hefore the king, which is to 
cover him with shame, and send him to hang on his 
own gallows. 

3. Haman's riches and glory, aad children, how- 
ever, were not enough. Tet all this availeth me noth- 
ing, so long as / see Mordecai the Jew, sitting at the 
Ifflng's gate. His malioe ia equal only to his envy, and 
his envy is equalled only by his bitter pi-ejudice against 
the Jews. No honor, no privilege, did he allow to a 
Jew, much less to one who, like Mordecai, would Eot 
worship him. What a cloudy epilogue is this, after so 
much royal sunshine ! How impatient his malioe — 
how uni-elenting his hate 1 Already he has fixed on 
the month Adar for the slaughter of all the Jews, as 
well as of Mordecai, but he is not willing to wait. 

4. Observe the wife's advice. "Then said Zeresh, 
his wife, and all his friends unto him, let a gallows be 
made fifty cubits high, and to-morrow speak thou unto 
the king that Mordecai may be hanged thereon; then 
go thou in merrily with the king unto the banquet. And 
the thing pleased Haman; and he caused the gallows 
to be made." Fift^ cubits ftij/i— say seventy-five feet. 
The highth was intended to deepen the disgi'ace of 
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Mordecai, and strike tenor into t!ie hearts of Hamau's 
enemies — as if Mordecsii's ignominy was ti> be measured 
by the liight of tte gallows. From the uintli vei-se of 
the seventh chapter of Esther, we learn that this gal 
lows was in the house of Haman; that is withia the 
square cotuI yard which waa the centre of his pilice 
buildings. The Hebrew word for gallows cts, signrfiLS 
simply wood, tree or pole, without clesij,natiug the 
form. It was probably similar in its cnnstruLtion to 
the gallows of modem days, or in the shape of a cilss, 
such as was afterward used hy the Eomans, with an 
extension beam for the rope. It appeais fiom the edi&f'* 
of the Empei-ors Justinian and Theodoiius, abolishing 
the custom, that the Jew.s, in the early ages of ( hris 
tianity, were in the habit of burning Haman m effigy, 
(as is now soraetimes done with Judas Isoaidot by 
Christians,) and with him a wooden ei-oss, in imitation 
as they said, of the gallows which he had prepared for 
Mordecai, but which the early Christians tliought waa 
intended to show them contempt. In the earlier ages 
of the church, there wis unfortunately gi'eat prejudice 
and much bitterness 1 tw Christ nd J ws. We 

see it in the Acts of th Ap tl nd n the Epistles, 
and e¥en in modern t m w kn w tl t Christians 
have perBeouted the J w and p haps tl no G-ov- 

emment in the world b t ou wn th t wholly free 
from the charge of s n ntol n 11 b al ty or per- 
secution toward the X ht Thank C d the Grov- 
ernmeut of the Unit \ "^tat ba n h d i drop of 

blood in persecuting men for their religious opinions. 
May this be tnie of it forever ! 

But we have now to go from Hamaa'a council oham- 
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bar to the palace, and find a monarch tliat cannot sleep. 
Though the throne of Persia was then the most glo- 
rious on earth, its niast«i' could not sleep. Eveiy lux- 
ury, every anodyEe that wealth could buy was his, hut 
the king could not sleep that night. If too much fruit 
and wine made him restless, it was only a controlling 
providence that brought out the result. The king's 
sleep fled away, and neither Persian scimitar nor cou- 
rier could bring it back. See Esther vi : 1, 3, inclu- 

And he commanded to hring the hooh of records 
of the Chronicles. When and by whom writing was 
invented is not known- But the expressioa of thoughts 
and the recording of events, by characters or signs, is 
as old, or nearly so, as the race of man. Writing-tables 
were iu use before the age of Homer, for he speaks of 
writing pernicious things on a two-leaved table. 
These tables were made of wood, consisting of two, 
three orflve leaves, and were covered with wax, and, on 
these, impressions were made which were quite durable 
and easily read. It was a Romin custom for the pon- 
tifex ma/ximm to commit to wr t g th p bl ff 
of each year, and publish th m n t bl th t th 

public could become acquai t d w th th m It w 
also, their custom to hang «[ tl 1 w th t h d b n 
regularly made and approved d d d t bl f 

bnifis, in the market-places d n th t pi 1 

places of public resort, that th y m gl t b d 

read. It was thus the edict f th Emp g t 

the Christians were published E th 1 f f 

great a man as Cicero, we fin 1 ! m k t us 

effort, on a certain occasion t ai y ft tl b n 
10 
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tablets, on which the law of the Senate that had sent 
him into esile was engraved, for the puifose of de- 
stroying them. Expunging resolutions are not, there- 
fore, original ia the American Congress. It were well, 
however. If there was no occasion for them. 

It is plain, from the Bihle, that the Hebrew prophets 
were used to writing and making public, by recording 
on tables, in the temple or in their own houses, so 
much of their own prophesyings as oonceraed the peo- 
ple, ov as it might be enjoined upoa them thua to pub- 
lish. Thus Habbakuk ii: 2: "And the LoED an- 
swered me, and said, Write the yision, aud make it 
plain upon tables, that he may run that reftdeth it." 
And Jeremiah was repeatedly commanded to write 
down his visions. And we know that the Almighty 
wrote, with his owa finger, the Ten Commandmenta on 
tables of stone. If the art of writing was not known 
before, it could surely have been learaed from the tables 
of the law. But if the Mosaic Decalogne is not the 
original of all writing, (and I do not say it is,) it is, 
nevertheless, an instance of the knowledge of letters in 
a remote age. Moreover, all the world is now acquaint- 
ed with the fact, that the histoiy of cities and empires, 
<ind f t q rs p ' lly f th ' b ttl i is 

rs t h Ifl gtothu-gdw 

w tt nil times 1 y t bl t b k f 

d ylmd — th w 11 ft mfl tomb 1 
p] — dthtthikdfwtg bkf 

b y dth fk 4h dth tw h 

the key which enables us to read these monumental 
records. There is nothing, then, contrary to history 
in the statement that the sleepless monareii commanded 
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toUina tJte book of records of the Ohronidesto he read 
before him. Those ehronioles ai-e called, by Ctesias, 
diptkerai hasilikai. They seem to have been written 
on leather or parchment. The custom of the Persian 
tinge, in keeping a corps of scribes or royal historio- 
graphers about them, whose duty it was to write down 
what they ^aid and did, has already been referred to 
and illustrated from cotemporavy history. Similar 
chronicles, or registers of State, are referred to several 
times in the histoiy of the Hebrew kinga. The same 
custom prevails, to this day, in the Ottoman empire. 
" The king," eays Bruoe, " has near his person an of- 
ficer, who is meant to be his historiographer ; he 
also, keeper of bis seal, and is obliged to make a joi 
nal of the king's actions, good or bad, without aay coi 
meat of his own upon them. When the king dies, or 
soon after, this journal is delivered to the council, who 
read it over, and erase everything false in it, while 
they supply every material fiict that may have been 
omitted, whether purposely or not." 

Nor were the records of the Chronicles of the Persian 
empire so dry and stupid an affeii as many suppose. 
There was not within his reach any composition better 
suited to his perturbed state of mind than these records. 
They were instructive and usually well written, and in 
verse. The records of Persia are still kept in this way. 
Fei-dusi, who is regarded as the Homer of India, spent 
thirty years in writing his gi-eat poem, which contains 
one hundred and twenty thousand lines. And as the 
Sulfan had promised him a dinar, perhaps two dollars 
and a half, for every line, we are not surprised at its 
length. This poem is nothing but a ooileotion of the 
10a 
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chronicles of former poets, brOKglit down from tlie cresi- 
tton to the reign of Mohammed Ghezny, in the begin- 
ning of the tenth century. This famous epic poem ia 
said to be written " in all the harmony, strength and 
elegance of the most beautiful and harmonious language 
in the universe. It flows deep and stroag, like a river 
of oO over every kind of channel." 

Nor was the custom wholly confined to the East. 
The " Chroaicles of the Cid," William of MaJmesbury's 
"Chronicles of the kings of England," the six old 
English Chronicles, viz : Asser's Life of Alfred, and 
Chronicles of Eldied, Ethelred, Nennius, Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, ind ot Eichard, and " the Chronicles of 
the Crusaders,' of Eoheit of Gloucester, and Ossian, 
and the famous Spanish and English ballads, are a part 
and parcel of the history and literature of our own day. 
" The poet laureite ' oi hei Majesty, is the modern suc- 
cessor of these royal scribes — the crown paid register of 
eulogies. Such I conceive to have been the recoi-ds 
read to Ahasuerus. In explaiaing the king's wakeful- 
ness, the Targvm. tells us that the king first had a 
dream that night, to the effect that he saw a man, who 
wished to speak to him, saying, " Haman desireth to 
slay thee and to make himself king in thy stead. Be- 
hold he will come unto thee early in the morning, to 
ask from thee the man who rescued thee from death, 
that he may slay him ; but say thou unto Haman, 
What shall be done for the man whose honor the king 
studieth ? And tlioii wilt find that he will ask nothing 
less from thee thaa the royal vestments, thei-egal crown, 
and the horse on which the king is wont to ride." This 
looks very much like telling where a thing is lost after 
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it is found. It is well known, however, tliat the An- 
eienta and tlie Orientals still are much given to dreams. 
Homer maies Rhesus die in a dream, from the sword 
of Diomed. That is, just as he was agonized with such 
a dream, it literally came to pass. 

The king did not know why he oouid not sleep, but 
thought the reading of the Chronicles might amuse his 
mind. There were many other sources of pleasure or 
amusement at hand. His wives and concubines, and 
singers and musicians — why did he not turn to some of 
them for relief ? The answer is, Pi-ovidence designed 
to bring before his mind another matter. In Haman's 
house, his friends and hia wife are arranging to have 
Mordecai hauged, hat in the king's palace, God is dis- 
posing of matters for a vei'y different result. The plots 
are to ripen, hut the victim is not to gratify Haman's 
cruel prejudice. 

It were a great gain to the intelligence and morals of 
our day, if more of the sleepless hours of young people 
were spent in reading standard histories, rather than in 
corrupting their minds and polluting their imaginations 
with the flash literature or the sensation poetry and 
essays of the day. It is not easy to overstate the plea- 
sure and profit of history. Perhaps the king hoped by 
having the records read, to deceive the tediousness of 
the night, or that the pleasant passages would either 
invite slumber, or enable him to endure his walcefulness 
with greater ease. Zaocheus, says the quaint old 
Thomas Fuller, and may his shadow never be less, was 
low and little ia stature ; but when he had borrowed 
some bight from the fig tree, the dwarf became a 
giant — but last minute beneath the arms, now grown 
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OB a swddea above the heads of other men. Thua our 
esperimental knowledge is, io itself, both short and nar- 
row. It cannot exceed the span of our owa life. But 
when we are mounted oa the tree of history, we can 
nob only reach tlie year of Christ's incarnation, but even 
touch the top of the world's beginning, and at one 
view, oversee aU the remarkable accidents of former 
ages. 
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THE ROYAL HONORING, 



"Array him in the robe of honor, 
And place a ohaio. of gold around bis neck, 
And bind around his brow the diadem. 
And mount him on my steed of state, 
And lead him fhrough the camp. 
And let the Heralds go before and crj 
' Thus shall the Saltan reward 
The man who servea him well I' 
Then in the purple robe 
They Tested Thalaba, 
And hung around his neck the golden chain. 
And bound his forehead with the diadem. 
And on the royal steed 
They led him throngh the camp, 
And Heralds went before and cried, 

' Thns shall the Saltan roTrard 
The naan who serves him well I' " 

SoKtJicy's Thalaha'. 

It was found, on reading the Chronicles, which the 
sleepless king had called for, that the portion read told 
how Mordecai had saved the king's life, but as there 
was no record of any reward or honor having been shown 
to him for such distinguished sei-vioe, the king inquired 
whether there was an omissioB in the recoi'd, or whether 
this man had been neglected. And his sei-vants that 
unto him, said : " There is nothing done for 



bt Google 



224 THE lIEBaEW-rERSlAfJ QUEEN. 

him." And the king said, who is in the court? Now 
Haman was come into the outwai'd court of the king's 
house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordeoai on tte 
gallows that he had prepared for him. And the king's 
servants said unto him, "behold, Haman standeth in 
the court." Esth, ti : 4, 5. Though Haman was a 
great favorite, he could not enter till called. There was 
a waiting room where tlie servants and visitors were to 
remain in readiness to come in whenever called, Herod. 
Ub. iii r 0. 120. 

It is plain enough why Haman is so early this morn- 
ing in the waiting room of the king. Althoiigh he 
knew nothing of the king's dream nor want of sleep, he 
is early in the outer com-t, just as the Targuai already 
cited says the king's early night vision Iiad revealed 
to him. Haraan's pride and revenge would not letiim 
sleep. As soon as the king is informed tLat Haroaa is 
n the wa tu g room he says, let him, come jVi,aniJ then, 
w thout g V ng 1 m time to make any request, puts the 
|ne to dettohm: "What shall be done unto the 
n n horn tl e k ng delight«th to honor?" At fii-st 
blusl Ha nan thought tMs promises everything I can 
ask For the thought in his heart was, "To whom would 
the k n^ del ght to do honor more than to myself?" 
Se also 11 nclnsive. 

Here let us oboerYe,_;ira(, the discovery of neglect 
toward Mordecaj prepared the way for his honor. Be- 
ing a Jew, no reward had been giveu him for his fidel- 
ity to the king; or, through the envy of courtiei's or 
forgetful n ess of the king, nothing had been done for 
such signal service. But a record had been made of it. 
This was all ordered by Divine Providence, that the 
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developments might all be made at the proper time. 
And 80, also, secondly, Hamati's spleen and malice 
brings him early to the court of the king. Impatient 
to have his revenge, he intends, this morning, at the 
very first moment, to ask the king to have Mordeoai 
hanged, and has everything in readinei3fl. So politic 
was he, that, though he had the powerin his own hand, 
he pi-eferred the Idng should, personally, order the exe- 
cution. Neither Haman nor the king could sleep. 
The cause of their wakefulness was different, but both 
are working together, without knowing it, for the same 
result. And, thirdly/, although Hamau was exceeding- 
ly impatient and burning with rage, he could not enter 
the royal presence until called to come, and although 
the king knows nothing of the high gallows which he 
has had built for Mordecai, nor anything of his designs 
against him, yet he does not give him time to open his 
mouth, beftire he demands from him. What shall 6e 
done unto the vnan whom the king ilelighteih to honor f 
And Haman, believing no man was so high in the 
royal favor as himself, and that, in giving advice, he 
was only issuing a decree to heap gloiy on himself, 
said ; " For the man whom the king delighteth to honor, 
let the re- ■ i. apparel be brought which the king useth 
to wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and 
the crown royal which is set upon his head : And let 
this apparel and horse be delivered into the baud of one 
of the king's most noble princes, that they may array 
the man withal whom the king delighteth to honor, and 
bring him on horseback through the street of the city, 
aod proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the 
n!an -'^liom the king f'elighteth to honor. Then the 
lOn 
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kiag said to Hamau, Make haste, and take the apparel 
and the hoi'se, as thoii hast said, and do even so to 
Mordeoai, the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate ; let 
nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken. Then took 
Hainan the apparel and the horse, and arrajed Morde- 
oai, and brought him on horseback through the street 
of the oity, and proclaimed before him. Thus shall it 
be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to 

EoyaJ honoring, in this style, was common in those 
days. Kings had horses kept especially for their own 
use, and robes and apparel, of aJl sorts, that no one else 
was allowed to wear, or, if bestowed on any one else, 
they were not used again by the sovereign. In 1 
Kings 1; S3, we find David making Solomon ride upon 
his mule, as a ttiken of the great honor he would have 
put upon him. Ancient authors, as Justin, Curtius 
and others, bear testimony to the use of such robes of 
purple, intei-woven with gold. Scarlet and pui-ple are 
royal colors. Commentators do not agree as to the 
crown; whether it is the meaning of the test, tliat the 
crown royal itself was plaeed on the horse's head, 
or a mere efSgy of the crown ; or a mate-belief of 
plaeing it on the horse's head, but really setting it 
only on the king's head. It seems to me the meaning 
of the passage is, that the king's crown was set upon 
the horse's head. 1. The original Hebrew, as well as 
our translation, favors this construction. 3. This is, 
also, the Ohaldee and the Jewish jnterpret-ation. 3. 
No mention is made of the crown in the verses, after 
the eighth verse; but only the horse and apparel, 
which seems fairly to imply that the crown was identi- 
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fied witli the Iwi-se, as ODe f h m t f tl 

moment of his decoration t t! n 1 f tli t m.[ 1 1 
procession. And, 4. It ia I n wn ft m I t ry that 
Buoh a custom did prevail am g th an nt P sian 
and Ethiopians, and, at a 1 t p 1 a It ly Th 
crown royal was put on the h 1 f th h th t w 
led in state, and the horses tt i 1 t th umpl 1 
chariots were adorned with w j t n f, la 
days our horaes are adorned with flowers, iibbons and 
flags. It is written that a Roman consul, once, put the 
insignia of his ofSoe on his horse's head, and then told 
the people, so fickle and corrupt had they heoome at 
their elections, that his crowned hoi-se was the best 
consul the Homans had ever had. Let Americans 
profit by the lesson. When Alexander entered Baby- 
lon, the way was covered with flowers and branches of 
trees, and his horse was made to walk on roses, sagar 
and cloth of gold. And you all recoUect the history 
of our Lord's entrance into Jerusalem, not long before 
his orucifision. The proclamatiou made befoi-e Mor- 
deoai was accMJrding to oriental custom. The same was 
done for Joseph in Egypt. (Gen. xli: 43.) When 
a Pasha rides through the streets of an Eastern city, it 
is the custom, to this day, for a man to run before, 
flourishing a long whip, to dear the way for the great 
man who cometh — sometimes calling out his name and 
titles, that all may get out of the way, or fall down in 
humble prostration before him. And observe, fourth- 
ly, how terribly bitter was this pill to Haman — to feil 
to receive the honor himself, and to be compelled to 
bestow it, by his own hand and with his own lips, upon 
the man whom, of all others, he hated with the most 
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heai-ty good will. It is no wonder the Targum should 
say, that, when he received the kijjg'a command thus 
to honor MoMecai, he hegged the king to kill him, 
rather than degraiJe him by compelling him to render 
f.ii .h service to a despised Jew. No wonder he went 
home, that night, to his Tiowm, mournmg and having 
his Itead covered — verae 12. It was an ancient cus- 
tom, among the Jews and Pei'siaas, and, perhaps, other 
nations, also to eover the 1 eid in time'! ot gi it onow 
and moumnn anil also ds i token of le^eienee an I 
Buhmisaion. On the days of muuinmg for the dead 
or showing affectio i f jr them one may see multitndea 
in the grave yards of Scutari tnd other Ahiatio cities 
with their heads eov led engaged on theis 1 nce'i -A 
their devotions Blijih wrajjed hi head in his man 
tie at the mouth of the eive aa we reil in 1 Kings 
xis, in token of his reveien^e and leidiness to heai 
and obey th f th L 'd. And so, when David 

fled from Al al m h w t by the ascent of Mount 
Olives, and w j t ! iv it up, and had his head 
covei-ed, and h w nt h f t; and all the people that 
was with hi I y man hia head, and they 

went up, we p ng as thej went up. (2 Sam, sv: 30.) 
And so, alao, th., - jles in the time of famine, in Jere- 
miah xiv: S, 4, were confounded and ashamed, and 
" covered their heads." 

Here we have a foreshadowing of the future. The 
feet of the gods, as the proverb says, may be shod with 
wool, and they may be slow as well as soft in their 
coming; but their coming is certain and terrible, Mor- 
decai is at last honored. Jaatice seemed tardy, but 
came at Jaat, :ind with a rewE.rd all the greater, on ae- 
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count of lier tardiness. But te wears tis honoiis 
meekly. He is not puffed up with Yanitj to-day, be- 
cause yesterday the streets of Shushan were ringing 
with the honors the king had bestowed on him. And 
Mordecai ca/me again to tlie hing's gate—'Wi prompt 
and diligent at his humble post, as if no liouoi-s had 
been granted him. But Hainan, poor miserable man, 
ready to plant 

" Hensbane and aconite on his mother's grave," 

if he could only satiate hia revenge on Mordecai, has- 
tens home, boiling over with rage. Eapidly, however, 
is his cup filling up. If the gods in Persia have been 
traveling with leaden feet, now they will strike with 
iron hands. If their-miHe grind slowly, they will grind 
to powder at last, Haman had the gallows built — 
rushes to court to have Mordecai hanged on it, is called 
in, considers himself flattered, prescribes for hia own 
exaltation, as he supposed. But alas ! how bitter his 
disappoifltment ! How vinexpected the turn of events 
that day ! The great honor he had plotted for himself, 
he has himself been compelled to bestow upon his most 
abhorred adversary, and then to go home under public 
disgrace. And worse still, the very first to reproach 
him, are those that advised him to pursue this malioiotis 
course toward Mordecai, Ah I this was the bitterest 
part of his cup. "And Haman told Zer^h, hie wife, 
and all his friends, everything that had befallen him. 
Then said his wise men and Zeresh, his wife, unto him, 
If Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews, before whom 
thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not prevail against 



bt Google 



230 THE HEBREW- PBKSIAN QUEEN. 

him, but alialt surely fall before bim." Sago counsel- 
lors I Fools I why did you not tbink of tbis sooner? 
Are you now afi'aid tbat Mordecai is indeed of Abra^ 
barn's seed? lie bas been mucb talked about of late, 
how is it tbat you are not certain whether he is a Jew 
or not f And now tliat you find Haman in trouble for 
following your advice, bow is it tbat you are so ready 
to overwbelm him with reproach ? But on what ground 
do you conclude tbat it'Mordecai is of Abraham's seed, 
and if Haman had once begun to &11 before bim, that 
he must ultimately be crushed by him? Is it merely 
from views of general policy and the custom of courts, 
tbat when once a new favorite appears, old ones are 
sacrificed? — tbat in politics the rising, and not the set- 
ting Bun is worshipped ? Or is it because you are some- 
what familiar with Hebrew history ? Are you ac- 
quainted with the predictions of the old Hebrew proph- 
ets, and ai'e you afraid of the great and all-powerful 
God whom these Jews worship ? Have you read of the 
miracles of Moses and of the overthrow of Pharaoh, of 
the exploits of Joshua, and the conquest of Canaan ? 
Are you afraid of the slaying of your first bom, or of 
another miracle like that of the Red Sea ? And are 
you searching the chronicles of the reign of David, and 
of tbe overthrow of Sennacherib's mighty host ? The 
history of Daniel was recent and must have been known 
to tkem. 

The septuagint asserts here, that Hamau's wife said, 
Thou sbalt surely fall before him, for the living God 
is with him- This was true in every pai-ticular. The 
living G-od was with Mordecai, and, on this account, 
Haman was sure to fall before him: but bow did such 
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a wicked heathen woman come to utter micli a senti- 
ment? Were the surrounding heatlien under an abid- 
ing, indefinitej but deep impression tliat the Jews 
were a peculiar people, and that esti'aordinary Proyi- 
dencea attended them? Or were they under an I'n- 
etmetive knowledge that Mordecai was a protege of 
Divine Proyidence? Or rather, did not the spirit of 
God give them some intimations of the glory that cer- 
tainly awaited the seed of the Jews, — such as Balaam 
and Caiphas had ? 

1. In Haman honoring Mordecai, we have a remarka- 
ble verification of the fable of the dog and the shadow. 
He gaped after the shadow and lost tlie substance. Folly 
generally rides after pride. Hainan grew more and more 
insolent' and arrogant, as he advanced in wealth and 
power, until he reached the highest point allowed to 
him by Providence. He did not consider that he who 
does not climb gets no fall, and that he that climbs too 
high is sure, at last, to come down with a terrible crash. 
His temerity is remarkable. Thinking, however, that 
he was ordered to cut out his own honor, it is natural 
he should have made the measure large. So vaulting 
was his envy that he must have Mordecai swing on a 
gallows fifti/ cubits high, whea five cubits would have 
answered just as well, but then the ignominy would 
only have been five cubits high, whereas he was resolved 
it should be fifty. And so sharp set was he for Jewish 
blood, that he cannot wait for the general Biassaere, 
but must break his fast on Mordecai. But there is an 
unseen Divinity shaping his destiny, whose plans never 
miscarry. The ting calls for the Chronicles, and God's 
hand, on the margin, points the reader to the place 
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where Mordecai's eerrices are recorded, but not re- 
warded, and this leads at once to Mordecai's honor and 
Haman's severe mortification. 

2. How completely wretched are the eavious and the 
proud. Pride is the canker-worm of the soul. It 
always rendera us snhappy. Aa soon as the angels 
let it enter their hearts, if it be correct that their sin 
began in pride, they becanie wicked and wretched. 
Adam sought the forbidden iruit to satis:^ his inordi- 
nate desires. Solomon's proud heart ceased not to pur- 
sue his pleasures a«d ambition till he wis obliged to 
confess all was yanity and vexation Ahib ha 1 en ugh 
but his coyetousuess did not let him leit till he had 
Naboth's vineyard, and, with it Jehovah s cur e Ha 
man was prime minister of the greatest empire then in 
the world, but how wretched, because thi'i oontempti 
b!e Jew would not render him sut-h homit^e <ia his 
proud heart exicted It is ever so with those who 
have not a new heart The most wenlthy in 1 hi^hlj 
honored are not tontent There is something stil! want- 
ing. - There is something they still complain about. 
They make themselves miserable when they ought to 
be happy Oh, how little a thing is earthly grandeur! 
How little a thing may embitter all human honor snd 
affluence! An Eastern proverb says, a gnat may mn 
an elephant mad. A dead fly spoils the pot of oint- 
ment, says the Bible. So it was with Haman. The 
pride of his heart deceived him. The fear of God 



s not before 1 



I eyes. Always feeding his vamty, 



and his selfishness, his envy grew to such a size that it 
allowed him no rest. Day and night it tyrannized over 
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him, filling his soul with the most envenomed resent- 
ments and tormenting passions. There can be no hap- 
piness on earth till there is self-i3enial and trugt. There 
is no happiness till we hegin to crucify selfishness, and 
to trust in God as the portion of our souls. Even if Ha- 
inan had heen wronged, which was not the case, how 
much more Godlike wouM it have been to forgive? 
There can be no happiness without God's favor. For 
it is life, and His loving kindness is better than life; 
but we cannot love God, nor enjoy His favor without 
loving our fellow-men. Our Lord's rule is, that with 
what measure we mete to others, it shall he measured 
to us again. If we do not forgive one another our 
our Heavenly Father will not forgive us our 
igainst Him And evtn now, m this life, 
ia the coui'se of Piovidenoe, eveiy man ? observation 
for a few je<irj is sufficient to show him that men gen- 
erally meet with thtse evils which they have been the 
means of minting on others There ib more justice 
in the world than is geneially almitted The world is 
veiy apt to treat a mau as he tieata it At least, in 
the long mn, he is suie to leap what he his sown. 

■'8. We see hen how gieat a mi^Kitune it is to have 
friends and couuselloi^i who are ignoiant, wicked, or 
evil dispcsed Theie is a gieat deal of truth in the 
proverb, Save me from my friends, and I will take care 
of my enemies. It is sad, when a man's bosom coun- 
sellor is not true and faithful. And there is always 
danger to be apprehended when the advice of a pro- 
d friend is pleasing to our own angry o: 



feelings. There are no enemies so bad as those of 
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own household ; but a maa's worst euemy is liimsclf. 
As long as he is true to himself, neither men, nor deviis, 
nor women can hurt him. How much of Haman's 
wickedness is justly to he chained upon his wife, we 
have ao moi-al chemistiy by which, at present, to ascer- 
tain. But, as in many other cases, so here, if not at 
the bottom of the business, a woman is in it. Lord 
Bollingbi-olce is reckoned among philosophers and gi-eat 
men, but one of the most sensible things he ever said 
was this : " When I am making up a plan of couse- 
queuce," said he, "I always wish to consult with a 
sensible woman." Women ai-e noted for their wit on 
emei^eucies, but in this history it was more than Greek 
with Greek — it was woman against woman— and, at 
one time, it looked as if the wife of the Amalekite 
would outwit the Queen of Shushan. Both have been 
atwoik, and, to-morrow, both are to make their final 
demonstration. But she has the viotory who traat- 
eth in Him that keepeth Israel, for He neither slum- 
bereth nor aleepeth. If Haman's wife had been a 
meek, quiet, prudent, intelligent, G-od-fearing woman, 
her advice, at fii-st, had been altogether of a different 
sort, and her bearing toward her husband, when he 
hastened home from court, almost heartbroken with 
disappointment and rage, would have been altogether 
different from what it was. Instead of adding fuel to 
his malignant passions, she should have endeavored to 
moderate and restrain them. And, instead of bruising 
a heart already bi-oken, by adding taunt and reproach 
to grief, she should have sought to calm him, and 
make him feel that, with her, in his own home, he was 
still with friends, respected and beloved, however much 
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te had suffered at court. It may be true of young meu, 
aa SchiJlet says, tliat ttey cairj the stai-a of tJieir des- 
tiny in their own boEoms, bat it is not true of married 
men. Wives carry the stars of their husbands' desti- 
nies in their bosoms. The husband's fortune is more 
fully in the hands of his wife than anywhere else. It 
is for her to oonfoi-m to his oiroamstances. This is both 
her respectability and happiness. I know not where to 
find suhlimer exhibitions of fortitude and yirtue than 
have been made by women who have been precipitated 
suddenly from affluence to absolute want. Then, again, 
a husband's fortune is in his wife's hands, for she, more 
than anybody else, can help him to mate it, and to 
take care of it. I do not mean that she is to write his 
brief for the Supreme Court, or that she is to ride in 
his gig to see his patients for him, or that she is to 
maaago his ofiice; but I do mean, that his heaJtli, his 
vigor, both of body and mind, and his moi'al stT&iigth, 
depend upon her, and that it is only with these we have 
a right to expect him to succeed. It is her's to make 
his home happy, and to giid him with strength by 
sympathy and counsel. When his spitita are almost 
overwhelmed, she alone, of all human bema;s is the one 
to minister to him. Her nursing is as sovereign to 
his sick soul as it is for hi^ ailing hidy It is her 
gentle tones only that can steal over his morbid senses 
with more power than David's harp. And when his 
courage is almost gone, her patience and fortitude wUl 
rekindle his heart again to dare and do, and meet anew 
the toils and troubles of life. When I think of Ha- 
man's wife, and her bitter reproach when he came 
home, I am not so much astonished at his v 
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as tliat he did not go further, I wonder, wlieu she 
chidecl him, he did not go and hang himself on the 
gallows she had caused him to have huilt for Mordecai. 
What a misfortune it was that Haman had not a 
sweet Christian Home to retire to after the terrihle 
disappointments and bitter experiences of that day ! 
Tes, a sweet quiet Home. But you tell me I forget 
that he was a man of large estates, great honors, and the 
owner of a princely palace. Tnie, hut a palace is not 
always a Home. What is a home f It is somethiag 
for which many of earth's babbling tongues have no 
term. A home is uot a mere residence for the body, 
hut a place where the heart rests and the affections nes- 
tle and dwell and multiply. A Some is the place where 
children romp and play, and leani to love, and where 
the hiisband and wife toil smilingly together, as they 
trudge up the hill on their way to a better world. If 
men are not happy anywhere else, let them be happy 
at home. Have you not stood before the picture, "the 
soldier's dream," until you could heaj your own breath- 
ing? But why so much enraptured with that picture? 
Is it not because you see the aoidierby his bivouac fire 
faat asleep ? — but fo-morrow's di-um is to awaie him to 
battle and to death. Sleep on, then, happy dreamer. 
See in the visions of that heart of hearts, that can meet 
death at the cannon's mouth, your sweet " wee ones" 
and loving wife, with streaming hair and outetretched 
anns, welcoming yon back from the wais, Yes, it is of 
Home the tented or the dying soldier thinks. And it 
is of Home tlie sailor thinks, on his lonely watch, far 
away on stormy aeas. And the traveler, amid the 
feathery palm trees, and while gazing on the birds of 
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briglit plumage and gorgeonE flowers, why does iie seem 
to Ije staring on vacancy ? " His heart is far away." 
Seas and lands and mountains, are all past ia a momeat, 
and he hears not the hiixls on starry wings that warble 
their Asiatic notes for him, but the lark that used to 
sing above his father's fields; and again he sees his fair- 
haired brother with a light foot ohaaing the butterfly 
by the spring branch, or the sweet sister that left them 
all tfl go and sing in the choir of the angels. Home ! 
none but the weai-y and the worn, the traveled aad the 
soiled of earth can know what it is. And our Home 
iu heaTcn, the new Jerusalem — shall we not long for it, 
as birds about to migi-ate to those sunny lands where 
there is no mo'rewiater, "nor anymore sorrow, nor any 
pain, nor any dying ?" Jwst in the proportion that a 
good woman is a blessing, in the same proportion is a 
bad woman a curse. Woman's mission is a high and 
gi-and one. She is connected with evei-ything that be- 
longs to our race that ia noble, refining and hopefni. 

Great is the calamity, then, for a community to be 
under the influence of such opinions or sentiments as 
are degrading to its women. One bad woman can do 
more harm in society than a dozen of bad men. An 
ambitious, ungodly woman as a wife, or a mother, or a 
member of society, is a poisonous Upas, whose deadly 
influences are continually exuding and permeating the 
surrounding atmosphere. As she is man's best helper 
in meeting the cares of life, and maiing his way up- 
ward to God and heaven, so when she is herself without 
the fear of God, she is his most dangerous companion, 
and win utterly destroy his soul and body, and cast 
him down to perdition sooner, I had almost said, than 
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tlie devil himself could do it. It ia diffionlt — indeed I 
do not know that it is possible — to oTeratate the impor- 
tance of female inflxieace in our countrj. As long ag 
our slaters, mottera and wives are pure, patriotiD and 
pious, so long ouv Institutions are imperishable. Ab 
long as a husband has a wife, or a son has a mother to 
pray for him, so long there is hope of him. The hus- 
band or the son may be engrossed Ih the pursuit of 
wealth, or of pleasure, or of fame, but as long as his 
name is daily breathed up to the ear of God by a pious 
wife or mother, so long is there a golden eliain still 
holding his soul to the anchor of hope. It may often 
seem to be ready to break, yet the cLances are that at 
last he will be saved. "They that rook the cradle, 
aovem tlie world," 
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HAMAS S PALL AND DEATH. 

"Then the king said, Hang him tlievtoa,'' 

EMher vii. 9. 

"The veugcance-hour is come, 
He tarried not— lie paat 
The thresliold, over whioii was do return." 

SoiitJiey'i Tha/aba. 

It appears tliat Haman was not ia so great a haste 
to go to the second banquet as he had been to attend 
the first. For while he was yet tajkiag with his wife 
and friends, about the mortification he had received, 
and tis probable down&U before Mordeoai, the hiiig's 
chamberlains came- and hastened to iring him unto the 
bam,quet that Either had prepa/)-ed. It is not hard to 
divine the reason of his tardiness. He had prepared 
hiniigelf for another feast, of a very difi^erent kind. He 
had more appetite for Jewish blood than for the queen's 
wine. Perhaps, indeed, he had some forebodings of 
his doom. Wicked men, even professed skeptics, are 
exceedingly prone to omens, and all kinds of snpei-sti- 
tion. The Oiientals are great believers in tlie evil eye, 
and in signs and lucky days, and lucky feces, and lucky 
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persons. AmoDg them aa individual, thouglit to be an 
unlucky peraon, is stunned. They do not wish him to 
travel with them, nor to do any buainesa for them. We 
have «pen Himan ' with fullei leach and stion^ei 
swell Tva\e after wave advaucmg until he seemed to 
have seciiied his purposi., the uttei de^lructioa of the 
Hebrew race But he has gone the full length of his 
tether He is nrw hiought to hi^ last tea t Heie 
hi3 lifo IS to fly the ipctouin^ To huu tlin wine 
banquet h to be like Mohammed Vli s to the Mime 
luLe,— The feist of death 

But let us go with the king an 1 Hmmu to the sec 
ond wine bani^uet of tke peeilesa queen of Shushan 
At the binquet the king said to Esther, Whit is thy 
petition queen Esther ? and it stall be gniited theet 
even to the half of the kingdom Then leather the 
queen, an'fweied and siid If I hive found favor m thy 
sight, km^, and if it please the king, let my life be 
given me at my petition, and my people at my request." 
Esther vii ; 3. As if she had said, save me, and the 
lives of my people, from the malice of our enemy. We 
are sold to destruction. We are delivered to be de- 
stroyed, and to be killed, and to utterly perish, by the 
very man that offered so large a sum for the destmction 
of the Jews. And had it been a calamity in anywise 
short of the extinction of the people from whom I am 
descended, I would have kept silent. But it is their 
utter annihUatiou that is decreed. And the ten thou- 
sand talents promised, if paid into the king's treasury, 
v>iU not countervail the Idng's da'm.ag^--^\\ not repair 
his loss of tribute from the Jews within his dominions. 

"Then the king answered, and said unto the queen, 
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Wlio is Tie, and where is he, that durst presume in liin 
heart — ttat is, whose heart hath filled him to do so — to 
do Buch a cruel thing, and by it deprive me also of my 
revenue, and of my queen ? 

And Esther said, T/te adversary and enemy of the 
ting, xaAoi'aiGjis^iswiclied Hamian. "Then Haman 
was afraid before the ting and the queen. And the 
kiag, arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath, 
went into the palaoe garden: and Haman stood up to 
mate request for his life to Esther the queen ; for he 
saw that there was evil determined against him by the 
king." It was a well-tnown custom, that if the ting 
left a feast displeased with any one, and retired to the 
women's apartment, that there was no hope, and that 
when the king ordered an execution no one was per- 
mitted even to ast for mercy.* By risingin anger, there- 
fore, it was the same as if sentence of death had been 
pronounced. RosenmuJIer gives an instance from Olea- 
rius to this effect. SJiah Sefi, of Persia, once felt him- 
self offended by some unseasonable jokes that one of his 
favorites allowed himself to indulge in, accordingly he 
at once arose and left the apartment, by which the 
favorite knew his life was forfeited. He went home in 
alarm, and in a few houi-s the ting sent for his head. 
Another instance is given in the books of a high of&cer 
having displeased the Sultan, who immediately ordered 
his head to be placed on the top of a pyramid of fmit 
that had just been brought into his court. Persian 
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aad Egj'ptiiin kings affected so much majesty that they 
did not allow a malefactor, or any one sentenced to 
death, to look at them. Henee they covered Haman's 
face when the king's displeasure was manifested — 
" putting him in a winding sheet that was dead in the 
king's favoi'." When a criminal was condemned by a 
Roman judge, he was delivered to the esecutioner in 
these words ; " I, "Victor, caput obnnbito arbori infelici 
suspendito." Gv, Seargent, cover his head, and hcmg 
him, on the uiduchi/ tree. Perhaps, indeed, they cov- 
ered his face pai-tly also because the king was in such 
a rage that tkey wished to hide from him an object that 
was so displeasing to him. In addition to the places 
cited in the previous chapter, where the covering of 
the head was signLEcant of reverence, distress and sub- 
mission, we find other Scriptiires that speak of the cov- 
ering of the head as expressive of tlie hatefulness of 
the person — as of one condemned, and his fet« un- 
changeably fised. See Job ix : 24 ; Isa. xxii : 17. 

The original for " who is he, and where is he," is 
peculiarly emphatic. Who?— He— -This one f And 
where? Thisone?—Hef Modes of expression that 
show the great excitement of the king — as if his mind 
was at once filled with the idea of a terrible conspiracy, 
and as if he espected armed men to leap out of the 
divans and hanging cui-taius, and from the silk festoons, 
and take hia life. Under the circnm stances, and con- 
sidering that he was an Oriental despot, he shows con- 
siderable forbearance in leaving the banquet, and going 
into ihfi palace garden— a\it oi sight of the infamous 
wretch — to cool his anger, and consider the extent and 
bearing of the misohief intended. He may have felt 
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that he wu6 in danger of doing something rash, if he 
did not leave Hanian aad reflect. \fe can hardly 
suppose him lost to all shame. He was stilJ jealous of 
his reputation as king of bo great an empire. 

The hed, of the eighth verse, was not such as was 
used to sleep in, but the dnin used at banquets. The 
king, no doubt, in h s nge eithei misoonoeiyes, or 
affects to misconceive thi, -ictioa of Haman, as if he 
desired to have some moie pilpable cause for his im- 
mediate death. He seems to saj foi the mfonnation 
of othera, "Thiswretchel man has not tnlj attempted to 
take the queen's life, but now, behold, he will force the 
qaeea also before me iu the house," Whether he 
really believed this or not, he was quite willing to have 
the worst possible coustruetion put upon his conduct. 
The moment the king wont out into the garden, Ha- 
man knew there was no hope, unless he could prevail 
upon the queen to intercede for liim; and as he knew 
she had already, at the peril of her life, approached 
the king, he may have had a faint hope that he could 
convince her that he did not know that she was a Jew- 
ess, and that he was able, and would prevent the exe- 
cution of the decree for her sake. But it was in vain. 
The king has determined evil (gainst him, and nothing 
but evU. 

In the queen's address to the king there is great 
tact and power. She be^ns by saying : Letmylife he 
given me at my petition. As if, at once, she sought to 
arouse the king's feelings, and awaken in his mind the 
inquiry, Is her life in danger ? — a life so dear to me ! 
And, if so, is act my own life in danger, also? And 
then she adds — and the U/e ofmypevpU at m,y request. 

llA 
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It fte fh k Id by the threefold cord of a 

1 m th 1 th t the qweeu astonishes him 

w til 1 1 t It was t for half of his kingdom, 

t w 1th h f herselt nor for hoi friends, 
) t f ] fe — h w Iif T\ hen the moment came 
f h J 1 1 h J If, indeed, oh king, thou 

I t y ff t f y doling queen, now is the 

t m t h w t f my If is now at stake, and a 

hi t d f m Iso. Her addiess is well- 
t m 1 P h I f! superior piece of natural 

1 4 I t m y h Judah's address to Joseph 

f B J m If to the price for which she 

1 h p jl w 11 h touches the tender part 

f th k g — f th 18 y such spot in the heart of 
th m t f f 1 hai'em. She intimates Le 

h'is b 1 11 eached. Haman had ob- 

ta d th d d false pretences, for his own 

d t d J 1 nge, and t<i the manifest 

d t m t f th J bl t ury. It were easy to see 
th t h d h w U have a powerful effoot on 
the king s mind. What he imagined was a great deal 
worse than what she really said. Amazed, he cries 
out, la it possible there are conspirators in the harem ? 
— that my adored queen is to be murdered ? " Who 
is he and where is he ?" And then the queen, nothing 
daunted, fixing her eyes, flashing with £re, on the 
Amalekite, she says ; " The adversary and enemy, my 
Lord, oh king, is this wicked Haman. I would not 
make the charge behind his back, but here before his 
face. For this purpose, I invited him to come with 
yon to my banquet. Let him speak. Let him deny it, 
if he can. I am prepared with uU the proof. He has 
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tlius sought to Iiave me and all the people put to death, 
aud to make the king himself a partaker in his awful 
deeds " The queen's petition was somewhat slow in 
b t 1 w d t 11 with a killing effect 

wl n th y d d m Th k servants and his 

whlft hdtHm 11 n him great, noble, 

n mus tns Iblm; but the queen 

mk hml I'l f tkflt time in his life, 
hi t f tl —tl l d H No wonder he 

t d nf d d — w th t motion — his limbs 

f fe t d th ffi — 1 1 i t embliog with fear 
and his tongue faltenng, and only sufEcIently recovered 
to be able to begin to speak, as the king comes back 
from the garden. His condition is now, in every point 
of view, most alarming. The queen is his accuser — 
the king is his judge — the murderous decree is in evi- 
dence against Mm. His own hands— -the much-coveted 
signet ring — his deeds and words — the details of his 
interviews with the king — the quarrel with Mordeoai, 
and his hot haste to have him hwngcd, and his own 
conscience, are all in evidence against him. Nor did 
the king's retirement into the garden lessen his resent- 
ment. He is ashamed to ask advice of his wise men, 
the seven great counsellors of State, about undoing what 
he had so rasbly, so thoi^htlessiy done. Ho is sorely 
vexed at himself for having been so rash — ^for allowing 
himself to have been oveiTeached by Haman— and 
vexed at Haman for his avarice, pride, ingratitude and 
treason ; yet he would not trust himself to say a word 
till he had had time for sober second thoughts. A 
woman's first thoughts are generally the beat, but it is 
not usually so with men— never is it so with men hot in 
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anger. And, now, as the last liak in the chain, Har- 
honah, one of the ehamherlaina, and, poasihiy, one of 
Haman's creatures, saja to the king : " Behold, also, 
the gallows, fifty cubita high, which Hanian had made 
for Mordecai, who had spoken good for the king, stand- 
eth in the house of Haman." It is enough. " Then 
said tho king, Hang hiin thereon." 

1. Oh, how gi-eat are the vicissitudes of life! "When 
Haman thought himself secure, then he wan nearest to 
his ruin. In the fullness of hia fancied strength, he 
was cast into the net by hia own feet. What a variety 
of feelings, emotions, feare and hopes possess the bosoms 
of men and women, at the same time and 'in the aame 
place I At the wine banquets Esther is auxioua and 
hopeful. She has a great matter on hand. Haman ia 
agitated and feverish, and, at the second haarjuet, par- 
t'c larly t of humor, biit he must go with tie king. 
Tl e k n^ iroes to the banqrtet in high glee, hut fliea 
f om the teast, in a rage, to the gardeaa, whither he 
nsually we it for pleasure; but, now, to recover some 
self o n ua id. The end of this feast was very different 
f om the 1 egianing. It began with wine and ended 
in a bloody tragedy, aa many other feasts have done 
since. 

2. How siidden and astonisliiug the change that 
takes place in the feelings of those about the oonrt. 
Yesterday, everybody envied Haman for his prosperity, 
but hated him for his insolence. Teaterday, they 
bowed the knee, and did him homage, but now that 
they see he haa fallen, they are juat aa hearty in their 
rejoicinga at his downfall. As soon as they see that 
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evil is determineci agaiast him, they all vie in readiness 
to act as agents of his destruction. 

" In the hour 

Of man's adversity, all things grow dariug 
Against tlie falling. " 

Turha odit damiiatos is a true proverb. If Hainan 
be going down, they all cry, " down with him." And 
as Mordecai is now the favorite, all ai'e ready to ejalt 
him. The old Louis dead i a Vei-sailles, may rot or bury 
himself, while the courtiera and countesses ai-e making 
fair weather with the rising sun. Haman'a sentence ia 
severe, but speedily executed, which was according to 
Persian ciJItom, as Xenophon tells us. 

3. Haman pleading at Esther's feet, is a pi-oof that 
" the heathen are sent down in the pit that they made : 
in the net which they hid is their own foot taken. The 
Lord ia known by the judgment which he esecuteth : 
the wicked ia snared in the work of his own hand. The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God," See Ps. is: 15, 17; vii:15. Prov. 
xi : 8 ■ Kxi : IS. And while Haman receives the re- 
ward of his own doings, the faithfulne^ of God is seen 
in his mercies t* his people. As the Lord had been 
with Joseph in Egypt, with Daniel in Babylon, so was 
He with Mordecai and Esther ia Persia. The remnant 
of Jacob shaJl he as the dew. The Jews' enemy, and 
the adversary of the Hebrew orphan, a suppliant at the 
queen's feet, illuatrates how God regarded the low estate 
of his handmaiden, and scattered the proud in their 
imagination. 

4. Another le.ssoii learned from Haman'a gallows. 
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perha,ps, bfltter than fi-om any other stand-poiut of tliis 
hietory, is to lioware of the Urst risings of evi) passions. 

" For acre i3 nothing in the earth so small tbat it may not 

produce great things, 
And no swerving from a right line, that may not lead eternally 

astray." 

The personal slight as he considered it, from which we 
date the rising of Hainan's envy, was only the key that 
opened the gate of a sweeping flood of old hatred, the 
prejudice of race and an animosity descended fi-ora tlie 
sires of many generations. But it was the spark that set 
on fire his treasured up vengeance, a vengeance that had 
been so long treasured up and added to, Ijiat in the 
explosion it overshot itself. For in trying to wreak it 
on ail the Jews, he lost his revenge on Mordeaai, and 
paid the forfeit with his own neck. 

5. We see again that human prosperity is wholly 
unavailing in the hour of calamity. The glory of Ha- 
inan yestei-day only enhances his disgrace to-day. As 
mere wordly prosperity does not contain, in itself, the 
true principles of human happiness, so it does not pro- 
duce in the human heart the means of enduring adver- 
sity. It enfeebles i-ather than strengthens the mind. 
It foments desires and raises expectations not proper, 
and then falls to satisfy them. It fosters a false deli- 
e"cy that sickens in the midst of indulgence, and hj 
gratifying our sickly- appetites, blunts our desires for 
what is healthful. And thus the stoiy of the sybarite, 
whose rest was disturbed by the rose leaf doubled on his 
couch, is realized. The real cause of Haman's wretch- 
edness was not in the stiffness of Mordecai's knees, but 
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i)i his own heart and mind, tliat were distempered by 
his prosperity and alienation from the truth. And 
should not this refleetion make us moderate in our de- 
sires for wealth, and in our pursuit of eartlily pleasures ? 
They are not soul satisfying while we have them, and 
besides corrupting the mind when abused, they enfeeble 
it, and engender internal misery. They that will be 
rich pierce themselves through with many sorrows. 
Riches lead us among precipices. At the very moment 
Haman thought himself nearest the accomplishment of 
his fell designs, that moment a righteous providence 
was dig^ng the pit for hia fall. It was his own hand 
that plucked the thunderbolt on his own head. His 
prosperity rained him — it wove around his head the 
web of destruction. It is true 

" He had been ill bcougUt up a,nd waa born biliona f 

He was sprung from an accursed family, but there was 
no fatality that doomed him personally to so tenible a 
destiny.. It was his bad or neglected education, and the 
infiuence of his wicked wife, that bronght out his own 
depravity and ci-owned it with so fearful a catastrophe. 
His success, for a long time, but inflamed his pride, and 
his pride increased his envy, and his envy swelled his 
revenge, until he was resolved to have the blood of the 
whole race to which Mordeoai belonged. But his plans 
all miscarried. He failed and lost hia own life. 

6. It is then an unfair, limited, and partial view of 
Trovidence to say that God's favors are not wisely and 
equitably distributed among men. Jacob's complainings 
on the supposed death of Joseph, and the hard neces- 

llB 
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sitj that required Benjamin to go down to Egypt, were 
all wrong. The very things that he said, in the agony 
of his heart, were all "against him," on the contrary, 
were all working together for his good. As in the 
raging tempest, every drop of the waves is as obedient 
to the laws of nature, as are the water drops of the spring 
branch, that babbled away its sparkling strearaleta in 
the sun the long summer day at the foot of the hill, or 
by the door of the home of our early youth ; bo all 
things in earth and in heli in their wildest excesses, as 
well as in their calmest flows, are subservient to Gfod's 
will. There is no eveot beyond hie Almighty power. 
All tim^, and all the passages of life are full of melody, 
if we only believe; if we would only hear of them with 
love in our hearts to God, and with filial trust in Him, 
and with good will toward onr fellow men. "The Lord 
God is a sun and a shield; He giveth grace and glory, 
and no good thiog doth He withhold from them that 
love Him." 

The purposes of God are not to be judged of by the 
events of a moment, nor by the occurrences that are 
near together. The chain of Providence has many 
jinks, some are so high, and some are so far away, that 
at pr^ent we cannot see them, nor can we judge cor- 
rectly of it til! we see the whole chain together. Some- 
times God seems to look one way and work another, 
and to bring about his own ends by unlikely means. 
Thus we may say, with reverence, it was his purpose to 
raise up the needful deliverer for his people, at the time 
of their great extremity. To accomplish this, and yet 
leave Lis agents free, He casts ai-ound and fetches 
instruments together, that in the ordinary course of 
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tilings would never have met. Vashti is to be da- 
throned. The seraglio is to be filled with Pei-sia'a fairest 
damsels. Esther is only to please the king. Mordecai 
is to displease Hainan, and Haman is to be disgraced, 
and Mordecai is to become Grand Vizier in his place, 
and the Hebrews are to be saved. And all this is doae 
without a single failure. Every thing comes out juflt 
i-ight at the right time, and every agent works all the 
time as if the gratification of bis or her own purpose 
was the only, and the ultimate end in view. The ex- 
ternal appearances of Mordecai and Haman, at the open- 
ing of the history, are by no means e^iual, nor were 
they a true index to the happiness of the one, or the 
misery of the other, even the very day before Haman 's 
fall. Ali Persia was envious of Haman, when he was 
the most thoroughly wretched man in the empu'e. Hia 
honors and riches availed him nothing, so long as Mor- 
decai sat at the king's gate. I know not where to find 
a confession more humiliating and expressive of deeper 
wretohedness than this. It was an internal fnry tliat 
consumed him. Opulence and pleasure could not tame 
his envy into submission. The sad tale of grief or be- 
reavement, or of losses and persecution, may grow light 
by beiDg poured into the listening ear of sympathy or 
of friendship, but where is a man to find relief from a 
bad disposition ? It must have been an astonishing de- 
cree of torment that made Haman break through all 
reserve, and confess that the envy of his own heart 
made him completely wretched, amid such honors and 
wealth as should have made him perfectly happy. His 
domestic council to whom he laid open the cause of his 
misery must have been greatly astonished, and by such a 
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confession he must have sunk very low in their estima- 
tion. Ah, it were better to have all the eviis of poverty 
or distress heaped upon us, than to have the heart stung 
forever by the darts of envy. When suffering from 
affliction in our own person, or in our families, or from 
the losj? of friends or property, the mind can escrt itself 
and suggest relief, and the mind properly speaking is 
the man himself. But when the cause of our suffering 
is the disorder of the mind itself — the outbreak of pas- 
sion, or the gnawing and ever consuming worm of envy, 
within the very heai't — then the last resouroe is at- 
tacked, and the very powers of thought which are for 
our relief are converted into instruments of torture. 
The envious man is a candle burning out at both ends; 
melting away from the heated stick at the lower end, 
and consuming by the flaming wiek at the other. Envy, 
as the Roman said, has no feast days. It enjoys noth- 
ing; even its own advantages are tormented with what 
others possess. "Invidia, festos dies non agit." 

7. You must learn, my young friends, to discriminate 
between real and apparent happiness. Human nature 
is a poor weak thing, and is the same iu all ages and 
countries. Ail Persia supposed Haman happy, and 
envied his honors; but you see how miserable he was — 
" Even all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see 
Mordccai the Jew, sitting at the king's gate." The 
wicked are not so happy after all in their boasted 
prosperity. "To the wicked there is no peace. They 
are lilte the troubled sea when it cannot rest. They 
travel with pain all their days. Trouble and anguish 
prevail against him. Terrors make them afraid on 
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every side, A dreadful sound is in their ears; and 
they are in great foar when no fear ia. I have seen 
tlie wicked in great power, and spreading himself lite 
8, green-hay tree. Yet he passed away, and lo, he was 
noti yea, I sought him, and he eould not be found. 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the 
end of that man is peace. But the transgressors shall 
be destroyed together; the end of the wicked shall be 
cut off. But the salvation of the righteous is of the 
LoED : He is their strength in (he time of trouble. 
And the Lohd shall help them, and deliver them : He 
shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, be- 
cause they trust in Him." 

In your setting out in life, or in your beginning bu- 
siness, and establishing a character in a new place, 
commit your ways to the Lord, and He will guide you. 
With dependence upon Him, and trust in His fatherly 
goodaesa, you carry your fortune in your own hands, 
and your happiness in your own heart. The destruc- 
tion of your purity of character is the destruction of 
your peace. Keep your heart, with aU diligence — 
govern your thoughts and desires — for out of it are 
the issues of life. And in all your sorrows and disap- 
pointments — in the city fuU, oi Jeseit wa^te, on the 
wild rolling waves, or lonely mountain bights, remem- 
ber that, " Like as a father pitieth his childien, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear Him Eor He knoweth 
onr frame; He remembereth that we are dust Call 
upon me," saith God, " in the day of trouble, and I will 
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' OP KETRIBCnoN. 



n the gallows that he had pre- 
Tii; 10. 

" Retribntipn I 

Hanntod and dogged him, through tie ^hadtiwa dim, 
Outran his heavj step, awaited him, 
As through hia spacions halls ha passed and sought 
His pri ae han er — Ta If s. 

A prove b s'^vs H rn wa \ harm catch," and it 
is a true say n^, Tl e '^i red ^ t igs teach, by direct 
precept, an 1 I j narrat ve3 that there is a Providence 
that makes the way f transgress rs hard, so that the 
sinners own w liedness reproves him, and his own 
baokalidings corr ct h m A g llowa ia not a pleasant 
pulpit, nor an ag eeable place for a sermon, yet we oan- 
QOt leave one so h gh as Haman s v thont some further 
niordizings ^fj h J ff! the highest, I pre- 
aume, ever I: It nee the foun 1 tion of the world. 
The cubit, amo <r bean ents wi of a different length 
among different n t ons The Roman cubit is gener- 
ally estimated at seventeen in hea and four-tenths; 
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and the Hebrew cubit, at a little less than twontj-two 
inetes; and the English cubit, at eighteen inches. 
Hamon's gallows was, therefore, some seventy-five to 
ninety feet higli. 

In Haman'a history, aa in that of Samson, we have 
a most remarkable illustration of the terrible law of 
retribution, which the Supreme Ruler of the universe 
has ordained, the presence of which runs like u flame 
of fire through all history, and through ail the dispeft- 
sations of Providence. In selecting fosea as instra- 
ments ot his vengeance, Samson selected the' animals 
which, of all others, were the most appropriate to the 
nalure of the insult. Foxes are cunning, and it was 
through their wit the Philistines had prevailed against 
him. They won the garments from him, at his wed- 
ding, by stratagem, and their cornfields were burnt by 
foses — animals proverbial for their cunning. 

But the judgments of God that begin on a man's 
property, if not arrested by penitence and for^veness, 
soon take hold on his person. This was the process 
with Job, and with the Egyptians, though, in them, 
the attributes illustrated are different. From the mar- 
rain among their cattle, the Lord proceeded until their 
first-born were slain. And if judgments begin at the 
house of God, what will be the end of the ungodly, 
who obey not the Gospel ? 

When the Philistines saw their cornfields, vineyards 
and olives destroyed, they at once understood how, and 
for what it was done; they, therefore, came and btirnt 
Samson's wife and her father, inflictiog upon her the 
very death threatened, and to escape which she had 
betrayed her newly married husband. And because 
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Samson had burnt their fields of corn, the Philistines 
hurot the Timaites. Thej must have felt that Samson 
had been unjustly treated, and hoped, by this means, 
to appease him. The retribution upon Samson's wife 
and father was most inhuman and barbarous, and, in 
every way, out of all proportion in its severity. For 
it does not appear that either of them had anything to 
do with the burning of the cornfields, yet their own 
oonntrymcn burnt them for what the Hebrew Samson 
had done. Samson's wife, in trying to avoid Scyila, 
fell into Charybdie. She betrayed her husband, be- 
cause she feared her Philistine brethren would htii-n 
her, and her father's house, with fire, and yet, by their 
hands, she was biarned with fire, and her father also. 
She leaped into the flames she meant to avoid. And so 
the Jews, who crucified our Lord, did the same thing. 
The Pharisees and priests did violence to their con- 
science—and were determined not to receive Jesus as 
the Messiah. According to their ideas of the charac- 
ter of the Messiah, if they received Jesus as such, the 
Romans would come down on them with fire and sword. 
Their convictions were on the side of Jesus' miracles, 
but their fears were J^ainst His claims to be the Mes- 
siah. Their rejection of Him, therefore, was not on 
the ground that he did not perform miracles, but be- 
oause of what they supposed would be the consequen- 
ces; and here they made a great mistalte. They did 
not act from principle, bat from expediency. They 
consulted not what was right, but their prejudices and 
their fears. Their unbelief arose not from a defect in 
the Grospel evidences, but from their low views of reli- 
gion, and their supreme selfishness. They thought 



bt Google 



258 Tnr. iiebrt:w- tersian queen. 

tlieir self -interests required tliem to reject Jesus, and, 
therefore, they would not receive Him as the Slessiah. 
They professed to proceed against Him, and to put 
Him to death, as Csesar's friends, lost the Romans 
should come and destroy them. And they succeeded 
in crucifying Him, hut tho Romans came, and humt 
their temple and city with fire. 

These oases, as also the case of Pharaoh, show most 
conclusively that it is foolish and vaia for men to 
attempt to stifle conviction by their supposed self-inter- 
ests. It is a groat mistake to sacrifice truth for fear 
of any temporal calamity. The history of Divine 
Provideace demonstrates that it is the rule of His 
retributive justice to bring on men the very evil they 
try to escape hy doing violence to their convictions, or 
even t j what should have been their convictions, for 
the stupidity, obtusene'5s, or indistinct conceptions of 
truth, or duty, do not in anywise invalidate their pai-a- 
mount claims. It requires no argument to prove that it 
IS common for men to pursue what they suppose, at the 
time to be for their own inttiest in spite of their 
convictions and it is scarcely necessiry to pie ent 
illustrations of bods punishing such men for tl eir 
disre,arlof right principle by bringing on them thi, 
very calamities which they hoped to escape hy wi n^ 
doin^ The firms un lor whuh tho puncijles that re 
stated ind illubti ite 1 la the ca^ef just cited — if the 
Pharisees and piiLsta — may h ivc been vaiioiis at dif 
ferent times anl with diffeient ptra ns ]"ut the hpse 
of centuries has not changed the Divine Rule It has 
never been lepealed There his boon no dyia^ out of 
the principle. Our streets and prisons aie full of illus- 
trations of a retributive Providence. 
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Let it, then, be repeated, the history of the world, in 
the light of Divine ProTJdence, is but an iliuminated 
volume of RetrihutiTe Justice. The puuishaient which 
liod inflicts, seen from a Bible stand-point, takes the 
shape of the very calamity which men sacrificed prin 
(nple to escape, or hoped to avert hy continuing in sin 
This was, literally, the case with the Jews. They 
thought to propitiate the Romans by crucifying Jesus ! 
but, because of their rejection of Ohrist, God stirred 
up the Romans to come and destroy them. And at 
ways, the resort to unlawful means to avert an imp 
ing evil, or to prevent evil, is only to make the matter 
worse. And the Divine judgments frequently, if not 
always, cariy in them the stamp and print of the sin 
for which they are inflicted. There is a conformity 
between the crime and the punishment. Nor is there 
any view of sin, or of the Divine Justice, more awful 
than this. The Romans did oome and take away the 
place and nation of the very men who sinned in trying 
to propitiate them. The Jews acted on the principle 
of doing evii that good might come, but the good did 
not come, and the evU increased to sevenfold vengeance. 
This is a striking case, but by no means the only one 
in the Bible. In the conquest of Canaan, we find that 
a certain king seems to have been treated in a barbae 
rous manner. His thumbs and great toes were cut off. 
But even the heathen and savage Adoni-bezck recog- 
nized the principle that he was treated as he had 
treated others. " Three score and ten kings," said he, 
" having their thumbs and great toes cut off, gathered 
their meat under my table : as Ihave don^, so hath the 
Lord God rcqi'.itp.d me." Pharaoh decreed that all 
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tliG Ilcbrow male childron should be drowned, and he 
was himself and his host drowjied in the Efid Sea. 
Eli'a great sin was in not restraining hia sons, and he 
was punished in their death. Heaekiah's weakness was 
in showing his ti-easure to the servants of the king of 
Babjion, and he was punished in having it takea from 
him, and his own eyes put out. 

Now, as we are not endowed with omnipresence and 
with omniscience, so it is not fair to require us to sup- 
port this rule by an appeal to individual' histories in our 
day. And yet I am perfectly sure that, in every eom- 
munity, Intelligent observers will be at no loss to find 
illustrations in point. The rule of God's retributive 
justice is, that when conscience is set at nought and 
principle sacrificed, for the sake of some imagined ad- 
vantage, then the result is a reaction, that brings upon 
the sinner a punishment, in kind and sort, appropriate 
to the nature of his sin. To support the truth of this 
rule, it is not necessary to prove that it is applied, in 
the present world, in every individual case; but only, 
that we have sufB.oient proof that it is the general rule. 
And this, we think, can hardly be denied. How is it 
with the tradesman or mechanic, who, against the prin- 
ciples of hia education and his conviction of right, con- 
tinues his business on the Lord's Day, for the sake of 
some supposed necessity or temporary advantage ? In 
the long run, is he prosperous ? Is any Sabbath-break- 
ing community, in the long run, a truly happy one ? 
And the merchant, or banker, who, for the sake of pre- 
venting apprehended bankruptcy, sacrifici^ principle — 
does he come out well in the end ? Does not all expe- 
rience prove that Aojtesi^ is the bestpoUct/? Take any 
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given periud of twenty-iive years, or even lialf of that 
number, in any of our commercial emporiums. Give 
us the full and faithful history of all tbe young traders, 
merchants aail clerks who have figured, dui-ing that 
tiaie, in Boston, New York or New Orleans, and say, 
who are the happiest and best to do in the worHd ? 
With whom would you prefer yowr lot to be cast? 
With those who have maintained a conscience void of 
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masses, that it would be seen that their wrongdoing is 
the fruit oi ior oaf) principles, either avowed, or allowed 
to eater into their calculations, and that the turning 
point of their moral delinquency was just where right 
and expedience/ battled for the supremacy — the point 
just where conscience rose in arms, and made a stand 
against corrupt principle, marking out 1 ly th p fa- 
way of duty, and where, on the cont y m d n- 
tei-est said, stoutly and defiantly. No b t this 1 n f 
conduct must be pursued, at least, for th j nt — an 1 
they yielded, and are lost. Every on h w tn d 
such oases — perhaps numerous instan f n^ 1 r 
vicissitude. One misfortune after another falls upon a 
man; and, like a camel in the slime-pils of the Dead 
Sea, his flounderings only sink him the deeper. All 
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his efforts to recover himself prove unavailing. Tlie 
Eomans are upon him, and, to escape them, he sacri- 
fices principle; but, instead of being appeased by his 
sacrifice, they come upon him with tenfold vengeance, 
and, now, of all men, ho is the most miserable. The 
bitterness of present degradation is enhaoeed by the 
reoolleetions of former prosperity, and by the conscious- 
nesB that he sold his convictions of right foi- the pur- 
pose of some imagined benefit. The sting of the never- 
dying worm, that giiaws in his vitals, is, that he feels 
that he is reaping what he sowed. Ilia punishment 
has an awful and mysterious confoi-mity to his sin. The 
avenging eye and di-awn sword of Nemesis are ever and 
always upon him. -He Itivnsdf is Ml A monument 
of the justice of G-od upon one that swci-ues from right 
for tte sake of wliat appeared to be profitable. And 
even if it be possible for some rndividual, or for several, 
who have adopted espedieuoy ratber than principle, as 
their rule of conduct, to go on, unvisited by the Ro- 
mans, to the end of life ; it only proves that there is a 
future state where the account must be settled ; and, 
unless repented of and forgiven, the delay only enhances 
the terribleness of the retribution. M"or is there any 
fact or principle revealed in science or religion that an- 
nuls this fearful connection of sin and punishment; 
and, if the same character is preserved to retributive 
justice in a future state, then will the sins of the finally 
impenitent and Tinforgiven eternally reproduce them- 
selves in their self-procured tormentings. We have 
only to suppose a remorseful and agitated eonscienoe, 
pursuing the incorrigibly wicked, and we have an ageut 
of torment as endless as their own existence, fixing the 
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precise kind and degree of punistment adjudicated. 
Suppose a man, now, saeriflee right for the sake of 
gratifying any of his wicked passions, and that he ia 
adjudged to have those passions ever raging and never 
gratified — the vultui-e to gnaw and the liver to grow, 
and the vulture still to gnaw And is not this thi, fire 
that is nnquenehahle ? Or, that a man who =jld hia 
oonseience and battered hi^ piitieiples fir wcilth or 
political station, is sentenced to hankering eteinilly 
for gold, or is doomed eternally to climb for eminent 
stations, and yet be as eternally sliding down ind clasp 
ing his hands in the most excruciating poverty; and 
then say, have we not here the worm that dieth not? In 
God's reckoning, nothing is gained by doing violence 
to a sense of right. Ti-ue principle is the only expe- 
diency hiiown in flic annals of eternity. The concilia- 
tion offered to evil, to avert it, ia the ^ent for bringing 
down its fearful results on our heads. The man that 
will be rich by fraud, ia heaping up riches for the Ro- 
mans to dissipate — building a gallowa to hang himself 
upon. When a man surrenders his principlea of right 
to gain a name or a position in the world, he ia build- 
ing a gallows for himself. It is an unrepealed law of 
Heaven, that, as we measure to others, so it shall be 
measured to us again. What God commands we must 
do. His will is always right and always supreme. Our 
duty is obedience. 

Again, it is a singular and significant proof of an 
overruling providence in regard to this rule of retribu- 
tive justice, that so many of the iisventors of the means 
and instruments for taking the life of their fellow men, 
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have perished by their own inyentiona. * TliahsriB was 
consumed in his own brazen bull. The regent Morton, 
who first introduced the " Maiden," a Scotch inBtru- 
ment of decapitation, like the inventor of tho Guillo- 
tine, perished by his own instrament. The same is 
trae of Brodie, who induced the Edinburgh magistrates 
to use the " new drop," the same still in use. Marat, 
the bloody minded, died from the assassin's dagger. 
Danton and Kobesplen-e conspired the death of Verg- 
niaud, and of bis Republican confreres, the noble 
Girondist, and then Eobespieiie lived only long enough 
to see the death of Danton, before perishing himself on 
the same guillotine. The Duke of Orleans, the infa- 
mous Egalite, voted for the death of Louis XVI, and 
not long ai^erward was guillotined himself. The wicked 
are taken in their own net. They fall into the ditch 
their own hands have digged. " Bloody minded and 
deceitful men shall not live out lialf their days." Sin- 
ning is a sxire paymaster, and if delayed, the interest 
compounds rapidly. It is not necessary to adjourn to 
the court of futurity to know tliat sin is an evil thing 
and bitter. It is in vdn that unbelievers reason against 
the presence of a divine government in the world. The 
facts of every daj life — the painful lessons of our streets, 
display before oui eyts the most convincing evidence 
that the way of transgressors is h ird 1^ ho has not 
seen the Almighty pursuing the sinner with evil? 
What else is this condemning i oiceof conscience within ? 
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What nieariotli tliis aDguish of tte lieart ? What iire 
these wounds, inflicted by the tei-rible disorders of the 
passions ? There is enough now to prove that the sin- 
ner is big owQ destroyer. God need not come foi'th 
from the secret place of his majesty to punish the poor 
sinner. He has only to let Ephraim, wlio is joined to 
his idols, alone, and they will turn and dcTOur him. 
The infernal fire is kindled by his own hand. The 
worm that never dies, he has nursed in his own heart 
until it has grown so venomous as to seiae it for undy- 
ing torture. The way of transgressors against both 
natural and moral laws is NOiv haed. The day of 
reckoning follows close after sinful indulgence. Nature 
ia inexorable. Her outraged laws must be avenged. 
The libertine and the drankard find it lo be so. Their 
bodies and minds soon bear the marks of guilt and pun- 
ishment. Passions and appetites abused, soon change 
the body into a prison for the soul. No fugitive es- 
capes the police of God and Nature. The penalties 
annexed by the Cmitor to the violation of the laws of 
our physical constitution are as awful as they are inevi- 
table. Sooner or later, at home or abroad, on land or 
sea, conscience will awake and seize the guilty, and 
abased nature will cry out, and feai-ful retributions will 
fall upon them ; or if not in this life, they will be ali 
the more fearful because they fall upon them beyond 
the grave, where no repentance nor acts of pardon are 
known. Is there then no escape for the impenitent? 
No — none for the impenitent, but there is forgiveness 
for the penitent. This ia the day of grace. This is 
the hour of pardon. There is a great Eedeemer, the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world 
13 
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And if wo confess our sins to God, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to eleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. The blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin. 



bt Google 



OHAPTEH XVil. 



TIIE COUNT Ell -DKCIIEE ISStlKD. 



" Write ye also foi- the JewB ~ . And ho wrote iu Ihe 
ting's name, and sealed it with tlie king's ring, and sent letters 
bj posts on. horseback, and riders on mules, camels and jonng 
dromedaries. So the posts that rode upon males and camels 
went oat, being hiistcoed and pressed bj the king's coramand- 
mont. And tlie decree was given at Shushan the palace." 

Esther viii. 

The sufferings which no human aid can reaeh. 
It needs must be a duty doubly sweet 

To henl the few we can ," 

C'oleridgi:. 

Ik tlie prevJoiiB cliapters we have witnessed the plot- 
ting of Hainan and his fall. AVe have seen him hang- 
ing on his owa high gallows in shame greater than his 
honor had ever been. And so palpable are the lessons 
of retributive justice in his doom, that I suppose every 
Jew and Gentile, to this day, who may stop a moment 
to contemplate his gallows, is ready to say, " Lord, 
so let the maJice of the wicked come to an end, but 
establish thou the just." 

Now that the enemy of the Jews had met his fate, 
Mordecai is advanced in the king's favor, for the queen 
12a 
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told tlie ting how nearly he was related to hci-, and he 
was made a prince of the empire. Probably up to this 
moment, although others were aware of it, the king 
did not know that Mordeoai was her foster coosin, and 
most likely, till the queen told him in her petition for 
her life, the king did not know that she herself belonged 
to the seed of the Jews. The house of Hainan was 
given by the king to the queen ; that is, his estates. 
These he had justly forfeited, so that the king could 
lightly be&tow them on the queon as a sort of compen- 
sation for the danger she had been iji. And Esther 
made Mordecai her steward over Haman's estates, and 
the king gave him the signet ring which he had for- 
meilj given to Haman. And as to both the queen and 
fliordeeai, we should observe how respectful and modest 
they were. It is some four or five years since she was 
crowned, and yet she has not troubled the king to pro- 
vide for her relations. And Mordecai, too, was as 
modest and dif&dent in presenting his claims as he had 
been brave and faithful in deserving honor and rewards. 
He has been diligent in educating and protecting the 
queen in her helpless orphanage, and he saved the king's 
life whcu his ehamberlains had conspired against him ; 
but, up to this time, where is his reward ? Why he has 
had the best of all rewards, an approving conscience 
and the approbation of his God; and now both the 
king and queen conspire to heap honora upon him, 
Ahasuerus makes him lord keeper of the Privy seal, or 
Lord High Choncellor,in the place of Haman, removed, 
and the queen makes him Lord High Steward in the 
management of Haman's estates. How happy a change 
for the Jews! Instead of the wicked Haman, they 
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}i<i¥e nowncnr the throne ahosom friend in whom they 
may reposo, without fear of. confusion, and on the thi'one 
a queen all powerful, acknowledged to he of their own 
blood. How true the Bible proverb, he that heapetlt 
up riches, 7iiioweth not tvho shall gather them; and 
that other eajing, also, " Promotion eometh neither 
from the east nor from the west, nor from the south. 
Bat God is the judge : he putteth down one and set- 
teth up another. All the horns of the wicked also wiJl 
I cut off; bat the horns of the righteous shall be ex- 
alted, saith the Lord." Ps. Ixxv and sxsix. 

Haman has fallen — Mordeeai has risen, and God's 
people are saved. Haman inherits the gibbet he had 
prepared for Mordeeai, and Mordeeai falls heir to the 
house and place and honors of Haman. It is the Lord's 
doings, and is truly marvellous in our eyes. And yet 
both reaped as they had sown, and gathered the ripened 
fruits of their own doings. EvU doing and honest 
innocence have now paid their debts to both their 
clients. There was no injustice nor overreaching, nor 
double-dealing in all this. No unlawful nor violent 
proceedings had in the ease, for Haman having justly 
forfeited his life and his estates, and Mordeeai being 
fully entitled to reward for his services, and morally 
fitted to enjoy the royal favors, why shall he not have 
them ? But how terrible are the reverses of princes, 
and how sudden the fall of statesmen. AVolsey, Ea- 
leigh, Esses and Louis Phillippe, are only a few out of 
many, that illustrate how slippery are the steps of 
thrones and the standings around them. One hour 
changed the whole face of the Persian empire. In the 
morning every knee bat that of Mordeeai bows to Ha- 
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man, but in tlie evening, ho hangs " lilje a JeKpised 
vermin, for a prey to the ravens;" and he who in the 
morning was desigued for the gallows, is now piinie 
minister, and rulea over the princes and captains of the 
empire. Ho who was faithful to his God and loyal to 
his king at the gate, is now ealled from the gate to sit 
up next to the throne. Flow wonderful are the retrihu- 
tive providences of God ? And on that very day did 
the hiiiff give the house of Haman, the Jew's eae-niy, 
unto Ustlier. If the proud and wicked courtier had 
place and wealth to do mischief with, but has forfeited 
them, why shall they not now be ^ven to the queen to 
do good with, and why may Qot Mordecai take eare of 
them ? If the arch-plotter is hanging on his own gal- 
lows, and JSIordecai is possessed of his estates, is it not 
as the good Book saith : " A good man leaveth aa in- 
heritanee to his children's children ; and the wealth of 
the sinner is laid up for the juat ?" Prov. xiii : 22. 
And again : " This is the portion of a wicked man 
with God, and the heritage of oppressors, which they 
shall receive of the Almighty. If his children be mul- 
tiplied, it is for the sword : and his offspring shall not 
he satisfied witli bread. Those that remain of him shall 
he buried in death : and his widows shall not weep. 
Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare 
raiment as the clay. He may prepare it, hut tlie just 
shall put it on, and the innocent shall divide the silver. 
He buildeth his house as a moth, and as a booth that 
the keeper maketh. The rich man shall lie down, but 
he shall not be gathered : he openeth his eyes and he 
is not. Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempest 
stealeth him away in the night. The east wind car- 
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rieth him away, aud he departeth ; and aa a storm 
hurleth him oat of his place. For God ehail cast upon 
him, and not spare : he would fain flee out of his hand. 
Men shall clap their hands at him, and shall hiss him 
out of his place." Joh ssvii : 13, 23. 

But we must not forget that, though the r[neen and 
Mordeeai are now saved, and their great adversary is 
out of the way, still the cruel decree is in force against 
the Jews, throughout the Persian empire. We are not, 
then, surprised that the queen wept, and hesonght the 
king to arrest the mischief designed her people by Ha- 
man. And it pleased the king to accept her supplica- 
tion. So he JicM out the golden sceptre. And when 
the queen arose and stood before the king, she made a 
most beautiful and eloquent plea. By various well- 
timed expressions, she insinuates her purpose into the 
king's mind, and shows her profound respect for him, 
and submission to his good plexiaure. She is careful to 
ascribe all the mischief devised against the Jews to 
Haman. She relieves the king from any suspicion of 
envy and liatred toward them, and repeats, again and 
again, that Haman was wicked and deceitful and selfish 
and treacherous. She shows the king that Haman 
had imposed upon him — that, in this whole bnsineea, 
he had contrived to gi'atiiy hjs own malice, fill his own 
chests, and despoil the fciQgdom. The deei-ee was ob- 
tained by crafl, aod on false pretences, and should, 
therefore, be repealed. And then, mildly, she closes 
by an appeal to the king's regard for her : " I cannot 
see the destruction of my kindred. My heart will sink 
under it. It will kill me to see such a catastrophe 
come unto my people. And she fell at the king's feet. 
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and besought him, with tears, to put away the evil of 
Hainan and his device against the Jews." (Esth. viii ; 
1 — 6.) Her pleading is remarkable for its respectful 
tone— ita earnestness and feeling. She does not seem 
to have any tears for herself, when her own life wjib 
chiefly at state ; but the fountain of tears was uBsealed, 
when she came to plead for her kindred. David had 
tears to shed over the wickedness of men, though he had 
elain a bear as a lion rends a kid, and G-oliath of G-ath 
with a smooth stone from the brook. And Jeremiah's 
head was a fountain of tears, because of the desolations 
of Zion, and the oalamities of his countrymen. And 
so of Paul; we read not of his tears when he was 
stoned and left for dead, or shipwrecked, or beaten with 
stripes, or contending with wild beasts. Neither the 
lions nor the aie could bring tears from his eyes; bat 
anxiety for the salvation of his countrymen, the Jews, 
overwhelmed him with many t iin His btart s desire 
and prayer to God for Israel, was that they might be 
saved. It is proper to feel an eirnest desae for the 
salvation of our fellow met), and to do all wo cm for 
them. John Kiiox was koown to spend much of his 
time in prayer, and wti often heaid pkading with God 
alone in his chamber, as a man talketh e irneitly with 
his friend, saying : " Give me Scotland oi I die ' 
And God heard him, and he gave Scotland an open 
Bible, and education to her people, and a pleached 
Gospel, and Scotland ha*! nobiy hynoied him, and there 
she is, to-day, a monument of Knox s prayei and faith. 
What heroism is gi-eater than to live for the Church of 
the living God and die for h 
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" I love thy Church, God ! 
Her walls before Thee stand, 
Deaf as the apple of thine aye, 
And graven on thy hand I 

" For her my tears shall fall ; 
For Uer my prayers ascend ; 
To her my cures and toils be giren, 
'Till toils and cares shall end I" 



In repijiag, the king reminds the queen that he had 
shown the greatest readiness to comply with previous 
requests, and that he was now desirous of equal prompt- 
ness for arresting Hamau's decree, as far as it could be 
done consistent with the unchangeable laws ot the em- 
pire, " For the writing which is written in the king's 
name, and sealed with the king's ring, may no man. — 
not even the king himself — reverse." What, then, 
can be done ? The case is an urgent one. The queen 
is importunate — a whole race of people are in dana;er 
— th wi 1 mp t b b th d n bl 1 — th k g 
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was unwise and preposterous. It was, in fact, blasphe- 
mous — the assuming of infallibility. They had no 
light to put such a law into their " Magna Carta," or 
such a clause into their " Bill of Eights." The pro- 
verb is true which says, that "a wise man changes his 
opinions, a fool never." As it is human to err, so it is 
wise to reform. 

But so thought not Herod. He sinned in keeping 
an oath which he einned in making, whereas such an 
I2b 
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oath was not binding, and should have been disregarded, 
A man is not bound to keep an unlawful or sinful oath. 
But Ahasuerus thinks it bettei to lun the ri'ik of de 
luging hia kingdom with blood, by isaumg a c luuter 
decree, rather than tovichte the Lws of thi, empue 
by revoking the former one It may have been that 
sueh was the temper of the times— so numtious and 
desperate the partisau^ of Haman — -that this counter 
decree was, iinder the circumstances, the best coui'se 
for the king to take. It wtra not, ceitamly, his desire 
to have his subjects slay each jther He laust hi've 
hoped that the second decree would nullify the first, and 
be tantamount to its revocation. Accordingly, the 
second decree is equa!, ia every respect, to the fii-st. 
It is as broad, and as long, and as terrible, and as irre- 
vocable, 'J'he powers granted to destroy the Jews are 
not recalled — they c;innot be — but it is made lawful 
for the Jews to stand and defend themselves. Here 
read Esther viii : 7, 12, inclusive. 

But the empire is vast. Is it possible to send this 
counter-decree through all the provinces ? Yes, for 
there is yet nine months to come before the day ap- 
pointed for the mass.icre. There is then time enough 
to reach the most distant provinces. Uut, to make 
sure of conveying this new decree to the Jews every- 
where, from India la Ethiopia — that is, from Hindu- 
stan to the heart of Africa, more care and speed were 
used than in sending the former one. It was sent 6y 
posts on horseback, and riders on mules, camels and 
young dromedaries. 

It ia interesting to observe how historical researches 
corroborate the facte, and even the eon'ectness of the 
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propor names of tlie Bible The name Iitjin foi ex- 
ample, which we fiad in thii hi&toiyj auil whi^h d(,big- 
nates a portion of the globe thit is much talked of in 
our day, and is, no doubt, to be tho scene of gieat 
events ia the church of the future, is from the Hebiew, 
Hodd-o, in Syriae, Hendoo, and, in Arabic, Htnd, from 
which, doubtless, ffind-ustan. In all the versions, I 
believe, the Hebrew is rendered as in our text, India. 
And the country thus designated in the days of Ahasu- 
ems was, probably, all that part of Asia that was east 
of the Indus; but, Subsequently, it came to mean that 
portion that lies between the Indus on the west, Bir- 
mah and Thibet on the east, and between Caucasus ou 
the north, and the Indian Ocean on the south. The 
means and modes of traveling in Persia are very differ- 
ent from what we are generally accustomed to. Not 
much change has taken place there since the days of 
the greit king Ahasuprus There ire erected, at con- 
venient intenals, along the loutei of travel, khans, or 
pjMt houses, for the purpose of dpfense against the 
Bedouins, and of affording provision foi tarnans of 
tiniehng merchants, or of pilgisms A khan 13 usu- 
ally a squire building of stone or uabunit buck, 
lescmbling, as seen at a distance, a fortiess It is 
Butiounded with a lofty will, and flanked by round 
towers A main gateway conducts into an open court, 
around which are stalls for goods and animals. In the 
centre of the area is a platform used for prayer and 
sleeping. Some of the better class of khans have an 
arcade, terrace, and towers. They are generally ankle 
deep in chopped straw and filth. The fleas, and such 
like insects, may be measured by the bushel. The 
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well, or tank of water, nisuallj smells very strong of 
leather. The pilgrim caravans often carry felt covered 
coffins, which contaia dead hodiea to be interred in the 
aaci-ed coHieteries. And when the pilgrims, their cof- 
fins and animals, in great crowds, are shut up in one 
of these khans in hot weather, for several days, the 
whole atmosphere becomes charged with noxious gases, 
that produce sickness and deatb. " It is estimated," 
says Mr. Loftus, in his Susiana and Chaldea, " that, in 
healthy seasons, a fifth of the travelers, overcome with 
fe^er and other diseases, find their graves in the desert; 
while, in times of cholera and epidemics, the average 
is much larger of those who fail to return to their dis- 
tant homes." The same author states that, in 1831, 
out of a population of 70,000 io tlie city of Bagdad, 
12,000 died of fever, (pp. 8 and 14.) 

Though there may be some difficulty, as we observe 
in the writings of learned men on the subject, in defin- 
ing the meaning of the namra given to the animals 
mentioned in the text as having been used for carrying 
the royal decree, it is very certain that the swiftest and 
the hardiest, or most enduring the empire could fur- 
nish, were employed. Horses were in use before the 
Trojan war, and mules, and camels, and dromedaries 
belong to a very ancient period of Asiatic history. 
The camel is common to the whole East, from Africa 
to China. This animal can live on a little paste, or a 
few beans and dry sticks, and can do, comfortably, seven 
or eight, or even ten or twelve days without water, and 
when made to trot and gallop, vrill go a great distance 
in a day. Authors vary in their statements on this 
point, from one hundred and fifty, to four hundred 
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miles iti twenty-four hours. Tlie couriers of the Ineas 
and of the ancient Mexicans, IJke tiie couriera and run- 
ners of South America at the present day, performed 
wonderful feats in conveying news great distances in 
short time. Such official messengers as wore employed 
by Moi-decai and Esther, have been in use from veiy early 
times. In the days of Job, certainly prior to tlie time 
of Esther, the swiftness of the post was well Itnown. 
In the book of Job, the repidity with wliioh the iife of 
man passes away, is cotnpai-ed to the post, the swiil 
ship, and the.eaglo hastening to his prey, (is Job. ) 
The administration of tlw post can hardly be said, 
however, to Lave been regularly established before the 
reign of Cyrus the Great. Couriers mounted on swift 
dromedaries, had been often employed fo convey news, 
and carry expresses between distant places, but a regu- 
lar system of post, by relays of horses, and other ani- 
mals, is believed to have been first estiiblished by Cyrus, 
in Persia. Cyrus ascertained, by experiment, how far 
a horse could travel with eise, and there ciuspi? stables 
to be built, and thus established hnes of posts in miny 
directions thioughout his dominions He appimted a 
postmastei, ind kept horaes and ctmpls, and diom 
edaries, and men at each of tbejr station*! 

The posts trwcled day and night, without intermis 
sion, fresh uders and animals being supplied at the 
stations. And Xenopbon declaies that these po'fts oi 
Cyras, thus tiavelinT, d»y and night went "faster 
than the cnnes can fly " The lame system is est ib- 
liahed in Pei la at the present day, ind subs t m till ly 
the same in Turkey ind throughout all Western and 
Central Asia, ezcept that it is usual for the =aaue iider 



bt Google 



278 THE HEBREW- PERSIAN QUEEN. 

to perform the irhole journey, but with frequent change 
of horses. The first rider is empowered to " impress," 
or seiae, for the public service, whatever animals he 
needs on the way, and tho head man or chief of every 
village, is hound to have a horse in readiness for him 
the very moment he arrives. And, as the kiii^'i hiisi- 
ness requires haste, it is wonderful in how abort a time 
these couriers will perform long journeys. It ehonld 
be remembered that animals, pressed into the public 
service by post-riders, are to be paid for by the G-ov- 
ernment, or commuted for taxes, but such settlements 
generally inure to the benefit of a man's heire. The 
adjustment require about as miioh time as a suit in 
English chancery. The history of posts, as illustrative 
of Bible aDusiona, is worthy of a brief notice. Diodo- 
rus Siculua (book sis) tells us that the Persians, before 
the time of Cyrus, that they might have intelligence of 
what was passing in all the provinces, placed sentinela 
on Itigh places at convenient distances, where towers 
were bnilt; and that these sentinels gave notice of 
publio occuiTences to one another, with a vei-y loud and 
alirill voice, and that, by such means, news was trans- 
mitted from one estremity of the kingdom to another. 
The same means are employed by the savage tribes of 
this continent, with the addition of runners, where the 
sentinels are so remote as not to be able to communi- 
cate. It is wonderful, also, how far the Indian senti- 
nels can throw their voices, so as to make their shrill 
nofos intelligible to their fiiends. The transmission of 
intelligence in the wilderness, in the night, by the shrill 
notes of tho savage, from his mountain tower, to his fel- 
low on the opposite peak, in sounds which even a hack- 
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woodsman or mouutain trapper can scarcely distinguish 
from the liooting and screaming of wild animals, is no 
very agreeable discovery to the white man who may bo 
encamped in the neighborhood, as I can testify, from 
my own experience, in more cases than one. But to 
go back again to the Persian posts. According to Xen- 
ophoft (book viii) and Herodotus (book viii) Oynis was 
not satisfied with what had been done to ti-ansmit news, 
and established the posts as we have just said. Xerxes, 
according to the same authorities, planted posts, from 
Shushan, the city of Esther, to the iEgean Sea, on his 
famoiB espedition against the Greeks, in order that he 
might send notice to his capital of whatever might hap- 
pen in his army. The Greeks borrowed posts from the 
Persians, and the Tlomans from the Greeks. It was 
Augustus who first run post-chariots andhorees. Adrian 
improved the posts, until the post-horseB and chariotfl 
of the Eoman empire were nearly equal to those of Troy 
or Concord. Charlemagne and Francis XI are disrin- 
guished for theii- efforts to improve the posts of modem 
Europe. The first postmaster geaeral that I have been 
able to find any account of, was Taxis, in Gemiany, in 
1616, whose name was quite a good one for his office ; 
nor was it in vain, for he obtained a well-lined patent 
of the office for his heirs for ever. 

It is easily seen, therefore, that this part of our story 
is credible. Posts were established. The rapid trans- 
mission of intelligence, from one part of the empire to 
another, was as easily done in those days as it is now, 
and even more so. Accordingly, the kiag's comnmnd- 
ment went forth from the palace, with the royal signa- 
ture, and was published unto all people, that the Jews, 
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everywhere, sTiould be ready, upon one and the same 
day, in which it liad before been decreed they should 
be put to death, " that they should gather themselves 
together, in every city, to stand for their life, to destroy, 
to slay, and to cause to perish all the power of the peo- 
ple and province that would assault them, both little 
ones and women, and to taie the spoil of them for a 
prey." This decree is as broad and as long and as deep 
as the former one. It was intended to meet the for- 
mer one. And as the former could not be repealed, 
the king, bo doubt, hoped to render it unavailing, by 
making a new one, just its counterpart, and when once 
the fatal day named in the decree should be past, then 
both would fall to the ground. There is no record of 
tho women and children having been killed. Nor ia 
there aay probability that such wasthefact. The coun- 
ter decree was intended to niake it lawful for the Jews 
to fight fire with fire; and with the hope, no doubt, that 
they would save themselves, and prevent any slaughter. 
There is nothing uttered here as to the right or the 
wrong of killing the women and the little ones. K 
there is any body here to be blamed, it is not Mordecai, 
Dor tie queen ; nor is it to be chai^d against our holy 
books and their authority from this passage, that they 
are cruel and blood-thirsty. "Whatever cruelty attaches 
to this histoi7 is to be laid to the account of the Per- 
sian king and court. All our narrative is responsible 
for ia the correctness of the record. And as this sec- 
ond decree was designed to meet the first, so it is its 
exact counterpart. It is as broid and as long, as 
bloody and as iri-evoeable ; but not more so. It was 
intended to give to the Jews the same lawful power to 
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defend themselves that had been given to their enemies 
to destroy them. It was and is common in the East to 
make a man's family, his children, and even his cattle, 
suffer for his offenses. In the Iliad, we find Ulysses 
and Diomed killing Dolon in the night excursion, on 
account of his father, and everywhere. Homer and co- 
temporary writers, recognize the same law of revenge. 
And even in the Bible we find such a law carried out 
in Achan's* history, and in the punishment of the Ca- 
naanites. And in our own day we see children suffer- 
ing on account of the sins of their parents. This is a 
fact of the streets. How will the rejector of the Bible 
explain it ? 

" And Mordeeai went out from the presence of the 
king in royal apparol of blue and white, and with a 
great crown of gold, and with a garment of fine 
linen and purple," Esth. viii : 15. There is noth- 
ing in this account contrary to reliable histoiy. These 
are the colors and such the usages that prevailed 
at the time, and were common with the Persian 
kings and grandees. Daniel (v. 29) was honorad 
in a similar way hy Belshazzar. He was invested with 
the insiguia of his office — with scarlet and a chain of 
gold h t h k I the East, if a person has been 

call d to th p fa prince, and comes out in 

a g tiff t i m the one with which he went 

in, t Iw y d t d that he has been promoted, 
and t tl d t gr t h r. Jewels and gaudy co- 

lors d fi pp I m eh more highly valued in 
th E tth thy dt I e in the West. The wealth 
and d t t f th ntals have always consisted 
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in a great degree of suoli things. Morclecai being now 
prime minister, or Grand Vizier, was. invested witb the 
robes of bis office. The saiae custom prevailed in an- 
cient Egypt, as we learn both from the Bible (Eso. 
xsv) and from the ancient monuments ; and the same 
custom is still found there. When a cow Shetldh 
beUet is made, tbe Pasha invests him with the robes of 
bis office, and this is as good as a proclamation announ- 
cing his authority, and commanding all the village to 
obey and honor him. 

Nor is ihe great croitn of gold any difficulty In our 
way, for it is admitted that the Persian Princes were 
sometimes crowned — not, perhaps, allowed to wear the 
very same crown the sovereign used, but crowns like 
unto it. And the city of ShmJum rejoiced and was 
gjad, is so natural a state of things that, if it had not 
been recorded, we should certainly have been aathor- 
iBed to have added such a statement to our narrative. 
A majority of the people of the royal city could never 
have desired to see their streete running in blood; and 
as the city was perplexed at the promulgation of the 
former decree against the Jews, so it was glad when 
the counter-decree was made known. When the wicked 
perish, there is shouting ; when the righteous are in 
authority, the people rejoice. They that sow in tears, 
reap in joy; and the more joy, the greater the danger 
threatened, but escaped. Surprise has been expressed 
— indeed it has been urged as an objection to our his- 
tory — that, in view of the exposition of the nature of 
this plot, any Persian was found willing to attempt the 
execution of the countermanded decree. Doubtless it 
was known — at least it might have been known — to all 
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who desired correct inforination on the sxihjeet, that the 
groanda of this edict were false and mahcious — that its 
author had died in ignominy on the gallows — that a 
great change had taken place in the palace in regard to 
the Jews; aad that it was now with .peril that any one 
should lift his hand against one of the seed of Abi'a- 
ham; still he must he hlind to all history, who doea 
not know that, in all eountrios, and in all ages, there 
are those, and their name is legion, who are always 
waiting for a time of tumult and caraage, to gratify 
their own evil passions. It is of no consequence to 
them whether the war, or tho slaughtei-, is for a good 
cause or in a had one — whether the innocent and help- 
less perish or not. All they want is an opportunity 
for pillage and revenge. Excitement and sensual pleas- 
ure are more to them than justice and mercy. Such 
are found in all our cities in times of conflagrations 
and civil commotions. And agMn, he must he a very 
careless obseiTer of mankind, who does not see that 
all who live godly in Christ Jesus do suffer persecution. 
The seed of the hondwoman loves not the seed of tlio 
freewoman. The carnal mind is at enmity with God, 
and, of eoui-se, loves not God's children. The church 
of God would cease to be itself, Lf it were free, in this 
world, fi-om all persecution. True Christians are the 
sect everywhere spoken against by tho self-righteous, 
the vain and the ungodly. It was a saying of the good 
Bishop Hall, that God's people have hut three suits of 
apparel ; two of them they wear on earth, aad the 
other in heaven. The two they wear on earth are the 
black robes of mourning, or the red rohe of persecution ; 
and the apparel reserved for them in their heavenly 
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naidiulit, Is wliite— the glorious robe of triumph. Let 
us tiien he contented to make oiir way to heaven aa 
Jonathan and his armor-bearer passed betwist two 
sharp loekb — and oven if the way is so thorny and 
sharp til it we liave to pass along on our hands and 
knees, still wo are sure to come out at last in victory and 
timmph 

It la difficult to conceive of a greater calamity to a 
good man than to be lendeied useless — to be paralyzed 
ID the midst of hi9 day*, either by being hindered or 
opposed bj his enemies, or by affliction ; yet this is 
sometimes, and no doubt foi good and sufficient rea- 
sons, a p^^t of God s pha of governing the world at 
present To persecute a leally able and good man, is 
to do him great seiTice; aad to kill him outright, is to 
mike hira i martyr, and give hira horses and chariots 
to as(,(.nd the skies to a throne of glory. 
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THE PICTURE9 TO BE STUDIED. 



" Few, but full of rinderstandiag, are the books of tlie library 
of God, 

And fittiDg for all seHSons are the gain and the gladness they 
bestow ; 

The volume of mj'stery rind ghice, for the hour of deep com- 
muninga, 

When the soal oonsideroth intensely the startling marrel of 
itself; 

The book of Destiny and Providence for the time of sober study. 

When the mind gleanetb wisdom from fbe olive grove of his- 
tory." — Tapper. 

" And the two dragons are I and Haman. And the nations 
were there assembled to destroy the Jews ; and my nation is 
this Israel, which cried fo God and were saved — thocefore hath 
He made two lots, one for the people of God, and the other for 
oil the Gentiles. And these two lots came at the hour, oad 
time, end day of judgment, before God among all nations."— 
Mardoc/urus' Dream, 

"Cursed be Ilaraan! Blessed be Motdeeait Cursed be 
Zeresb I Blessed he Esther 1 Cursed be all idolaters I Bles- 
sed be all the Israelites !'' — Farim service. 

It was by studying the laws of nature that Newton 
Olid La Place maUe such great discoveries in astronomy. 
The study of the heavenly bodies revealed to them the 
great laws of the planets. In the works of God, even 
it plant, there is perfect symmetry ; so in 
S OF God, there is the most systematic per- 
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fectioa, and not only all, but eflch part of t!iG saurcd 
writings should be studied most carefully. The diction 
of the sacred writers is not like the language of any 
other writings J it is a language of its owu, hut still it 
has a precise meaning, and that meaning is within our 
reach. It was a saying, and a true one, of Origen, con- 
e of the most learned men of his age, or of 
(, that there was no word nor phrase in the Holy 
Sci-iptures without its meaning, if they were carefully 
studied. A modem wi'iter saja : " We need not scruple 
to af&rm, that in pi-eciaion of expression, in pure and na- 
tive simplicity, in delicacy of handling, in the grouping 
of words aud phrases, in dignified and majestic sim- 
plicity, it has no rival in the world. As it is in the 
Book of Nature, so is it in the pages of Holy writ. 
Both are from the same Divine Hand. And if we 
apply to the language of Holy Scripture, the same 
microscopic process, which we use iu scrutinizing the 
beauties of the natural world, and which reveals to us 
exe[uisite colors, and the most graceful texture in the 
petals of a flower, the fibres of a plant, the plumage of 
a bird, or the wings of an insect, we shall discover new 
sources of delight and admiration in the least portions 
of Holy Writ."— Z>f. WordsKorth. 

There is as much system, plan, design and symmetry, 
in the Word of God, as there is in his works — as much 
perfection in the moral as in the physical world. It is 
for us, then, to study the great picture gallery of Shu- 
shan, into which we have been introduced by the Di- 
vine Spirit, the descriptive catalogue of which is the 
Book of Esther. We have feasts and w 
princes of the empire, queens, conspirators i 
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Tants, and officers — a murderous plot almost consum- 
mated, but its author exposed and hanged, and the 
Jew, Mordecai, made Grraiid Vizier in Haman's place, 
and the Hebrew race so nearly cut off hy a wholesale 
Bimultaneoua murdering are saved. I wonder there ia 
not in the Dresden, Berlin, DMseldorf, Paris or Lon- 
don galleries, a whole series of historic paintings, by 
the first masters, illustratbg the life of the Hebrew- 
Persian Queen. I know not where, whether in fable, 
romance or sober history, to find subjects more appro- 
priate, and more suitable for displaying ai-tistic skOl. 
There are a few pictures of Esther, but her history is 
yet to be illustrated. The whole series of pictures as 
described by the sacred historian are in bold relief and 
wonderfully lifelite. The king of Persia, an aged man, 
of strong passions and an imperious will — absolute mon- 
arch of the wealtit and power of the great^t portion of 
the globe; and Haman an ambitious, wicked man, pros- 
pering for a while, but then his end was dreadful ; &ud 
the Hebrew maid that was made queen, as modest and 
pious as she was beautiful ; and Mordecai the Jew, the 
man of genuine pi-inciples and living faith. These are 
pictures 1« be studied, in the light of Divine Providence; 
and, it seems to me, the lessons which we are here 
taught are more efi'ective — ought to make a deeper and 
more lasting impression upon us, than if they had been 
announced in dogmatic terms, or embodied in phrases 
like the Decalogue. As we see men and women of like 
passions with ourselves — as we stand, around the Per- 
sian's throne, or walk in his gardens, or visit his feasts, 
or wonder at Haman's gallows, and Mordecai's honors — 
BO we behold in the concurrence of such ordinary a gen- 
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cies — in their contriyance and in their suitaWenesa for, 
and in their bringing out the desired results — more that 
teaches ua to fear to sin, and to trust in God, and to 
rely cheerfully on Him for support or deliverance m 
the time of distress, than if the Bame result had been 
effected by a miracle like that of the Red Sea. 

1. Although, then, aa has beeo already said, the 
grand design of this whole Book of Esther is an illua- 
tratioa of a retributive Providence iu working out the 
deliverance of the chosen people ; still it is better for 
ua to not* the proofs of such a Providence, as they oc- 
cur, in detail — even if, in so doing, we fall into some 
repetitions. For it is a lesson we need to havu often 
sounded iu our eara, that there is neither -wisdom nor 
counsel nor might that can prevail against Jehovah. 
It is Hia rule that he who digs a pit for his neighbor 
is to fall into it himself. The steps of Providence, in 
the chapters now uader review, are as plainly to be 
traced out as they are wonderful to behold. We see 
Mordecai advanced, and wesee the steps that have led to 
bis advaucemeat. The king could not sleep. His Magi 
could not close his eyes in sweet slumbers. The margi- 
nal reading here is very strong and proper — Thehing'» 
deepjled wway. It fled away aa something frightened 
off, and he could not woo it back, for He who " giveth 
His beloved sleep," did not give it to the great king 
Ahasuerus. Then the calling for the recorda, and the 
reading, from the huge rolls of the Chronicles of the 
Persian Empire, tTie account of Mordecai's unrewarded 
services in aaving the king's life. And then Haman's 
burning impatience to get Mordecai hanged, brings 
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him early to court to be commanded to honor Lim. 
And then wa have hccii led on until wo wore almost in 
despair at Haman'a plotting ; but, at last, we have seen 
him hanged, and the Jews saved. " Verily, there ia a 
reward for tlie righteons; verily He is a Uod that 
judgeth in the earth." Ps. Iviii: 11- 

2. We see here, as well, indeed, as also in other por- 
tions of sacred history, and as the lessons of all history 
and of every day life also demonstrate, that God, in 
the exercise of Mis sovereignty, uses men of very differ- 
ent charaetcn as inatrvinents for fidfUing His suprerjie 
purpose. Both Esther and Ahasuenis — both Morde- 
caj and Haman, were divine agents for bringing about 
the Hebrew deliverance. God used Mordecai to work 
out the divine glory, and yet promote Mordecai's own 
honor and happiness. And be used Haman to work 
out the divine glory, and, at the same time, bring upon 
himself dishonor and wo. But both Mordecai and Ha- 
man were free agents, and both were dealt with accord- 
ing to the strictest justice, and in regard to both, and 
n every other case, God is sovereign. Peter, in speak- 
ng of the crucifixion of Christ, boldly asserts the same 
things. It is a part of God's plan, in governing the 
world, to employ agents, and to teach principles and 
laws by examples. Every one that knows the history 
of Joseph, or of Moses, thinks of Pharoah. I>aniel re- 
minds us of Nebuchadnezzar; PaulofJfero; and these 
names are but the concrete expositions of whole systems 
of faith and Providence. Moses and Pharaoh illustrate 
the same principle that we find in Haman and Morde- 
cai. But observe how the great difference between 
13 
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their characters and their destinies is respectively made 
the cause or ageat ia appropriately bringing out the 
final result. They both worked out their own destinies. 
Hainan's blood was bad. His wife was wicked. His 
own heart was a festering sore, that sent corrnption 
through his whole frame ; so that, knowing his charac- 
ter, we might foretell his fate. But look at Mordecai, 
standing, like a marble statue, when his principles were 
involved, although everyone else was bowing to the 
royal favorite. He was distinguished for the grandeur 
of his intellect, the nobility of his heart, the integrity 
of his purpose, and for his unwavering attachment to 
his religious faith, and for his abiding piety. Nor were 
these high attributes inconsistent with his care for and 
attThment to the lovely and gentle creature tbit b-d 
r pened nto womanhood n 1 s 1 o ne — who ha 1 been 
fo ma y a div the one b i^ht b d tl t chee ed tl e 
bouse of h s ex le No d ubt t w 3 1 1 1 to ^ her 
up No wonder th t 1 e 1 ngere 1 a un 1 the p lace 
g- te'j 1 op g tl it n w an 1 th n he m ^1 1 ^et a 
gl mpse of he or hear son eth n^ f n ! e n wl om 
h s 1 fe and h s 1 oj es 1 Inrael were boun 1 uj No 
IS t t all pr b 1 le that U was sn h ne n h ovin 
heart H na was you ge n yea s a 1 u ve y 
th ng tl e ve y e erse of h nself It s pos. ble 
therefo th t at t n e he had fears of 1 nfluence 
as prune n n ste and cno i favo itc over tl e y ung 
q een He w s a n n of 1 ke i as ns w tl ourselves 
a d hid 1 fe r and tr al b s loys and sor ows but 
1 e ffe cd and to led bel evcd 1 1 oi ed nd p e 
Vd led So by Cod s 1 clp It us all 1 7 t do Mo 
deci wi a n an pree ely 1 a j u are ind 1 i e 
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was a gi-eater and a better man, it was by God's help, 
whoso grace is as truly and as freely offered to you as 
it was to Urn. 

3. These pictures sliow us that we are to construct 
men's reputation for character out of their whole Hfe 
and principles, and not from any one moment, nor from 
any word or act Our laws do not, indeed, allow us t(i 
condemn a man unheard, because ho may be every- 
where spoken against. No amount of public clamor 
can he received as evidence on which to convict a man. 
The crime must he distinctly stated, the counts of the 
indictment and the witnesses named, and the specific; 
charges must be sustained, and all this must he done 
according to law and in a constitutional court. All this 
is true, but, on the other hand, it is a hard rule to 
make a man an offender for a word. A man's general 
character ought certainly to be takea into the account 
in forming a judgment upon his actions. Cicero has 
well said, that " ia every case, oh judges, we must 
judge a good deal as to what every one has wished, or 
intended, or done, not from the counts of the indict- 
ment, but fi-om the habits of the person who is accused. 
For no one of us can have our character modelled in a 
moment, nor can any one's course of life be altered, or 
his natural disposition changed on a sudden." And, 
from this position, he ai^ued that Cataliue, in the judg- 
ment of all good men, was born for civil war, and died 
at the hands of justice, fighting i^ainst his country, 
just as his whole life had given evidence of his bad 
character. Whose eai'S, asks he, could have believed 
anything else of him, since he had spent his whole life, 

13a 
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from, his boyhood upwards, not only in iutempcrance 
and debauchery, but had devoted aU his energies and 
aD bis zeal to every sort of enormity, 3ust and blood- 
shed ? And I am fully persuaded, also, that the records 
of our police and criminal courts will show, as the Eo- 
man orator said, that their subjects are, generally, men 
convicted by their manner of life, before they were con- 
demned by legal trial. Audacious, violent, licentious, 
intemperate, profligate, and fond of bad company, 
and, by such a course, they have come, at last, to espo- 
sure, public shame, and, it may be, to the gallows.* 
lu the pictures of our tableau, then, we have not the 
result of a mere momentary daiib of an artist. We have 
just what the artists have themselves been making all 
their lives long, up to this moment. Influences, un- 
conscious as well as designed, known and unknown, 
have been unceasingly at work, and here we have the 
result. This is true of the king on the throne, of the 
sultana with the crown royal on her head, and of Ha- 
man, the nrinie minister, and of Mordecai, the inflexi- 



4. We are hero taught to fed the deepest interest in 
the loel/are of our fellow men, especially of those who 
may be associated with us, or be bound to us by social 
ties, or by blood and nationality. The ilomans had a 
good saying, to this effect : " Ommbits bene velle, et 
qiiam, plurimis possit henefacere — There is nothing 
more divine in man than to wish well to all men, and 
to do good to as many as we possibly can." 

It was Eot enough— it should not — it did not satisfy 
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Esther that " the Jews' enemy," " the wiokGd Ilaraaii," 
was dead, and her kioaman advanced nest to the king, 
and she herself safe and more honored and beloved 
than ever. This is all well, hut still, while the bloody 
decree of Hainan was unrepealed, and the fatal day 
hastening on, she could not rest. The murderous de- 
cree was, indeed, surreptitiously obtained — gotten un- 
der false pretences and rashly given; but still, accord- 
ing to law and usage, it cannot be repealed. The only 
relief, then, was to issue another of such a nature as to 
countormand the first one — such as will, probably, pre- 
vent all attempts to esecute the first one on the day 
fixed, and thus render it null and void. If a Persian 
law cannot be reversed, it may be counterohecked ; that 
is, if Mordeoai, with the king's ring and seal, cannot 
write in the king's name, " Let no Jew be killed," he 
can, however, writ* in the king's name, " Let all Jews 
arm themselves and meet, in battle aiTay, at the ap- 
pointed time, and stand, for their lives, against those 
that would slay them." And this decree, as broad and 
as long and as emphatic as the fovmer, flies after the 
first so fast that it overtakes it, or reaches the most 
distant provinces, in time for the defense of the Jews. 
There was a wonderfully wise and gracious Providence 
in this counter-decree. For there are some who are 
held in subjection to the right only by their own con- 
science; and some are awed more by the example and 
countenance of those that are high in authority; and 
others are restrained from evil-doing only by the ter- 
rors of the liiw. It is an advantage to society and to 
the iadividuals themselves tc be restrained from vice 
by any or all of these barriers ; but it is better still to 
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keep from evil, out of an enlightened fear of God and 
with a regard far His will, and love fov the right way. 
The few of the Lord is the best guarantee a young man 
can po^sihlj have against doing anything dishonorable 
jnd Mcious Sin is the only thing in the uniYei-se to 
be afraid of. Where there is no sin in the heai-t the 
devil himself is no more than a scarecrow. 

5. I am perfectly sure that in the lives of the men 
and women as illustrated in the sacred writings, we are 
taught the mind of God himself, aa to the precepts and 
principles which are ngreeible to Him ; nnd thit it is 
in the teachings of the WoRH of God and in it ilone 
that we can find the true pimciples of ill pioper re- 
forms. It is in the Bible ind m the Bible alone we 
have the principles of happme<is— thi, mlj tiue pnnci 
plea of reformation. Human philosophy his attempted 
to be wiser than God in niany i^ajs, but the many m 
YCntions of mankind by which they have sought to 
produce needful reforms, ha\ e failed noi can f bej ever 
succeed. They do not begin at the right place. They 
do mot put forth the right principles. They daub with 
untempered mortar. They cry peace, peace, when 
there is no peace. No reformation is deep enough or 
abiding, that does not comprehend a heart renewed and 
at peace with God. The Church of God is, therefore, 
the divinely constituted teacher and Ileformer of the 
world. It is God's teaching Institute, and is perfect of 
itself for its work. It is the Church — the body of 
Christ's people as such, and not the State, that has re- 
ceived the commandment to preach the Gospel to every 
creature. And it is this glorious Gospel of the Blessed 
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God, and it alouc, that can purify aud save mankiud. 
There is in it a power tb transfoiin the moral character 
—a power that belongs to no other code, system or 
book, on earth. Conventional rules, society regulations, 
like the laws of a mutual insurance company, and leg- 
islative enactments, are mere temporary remedies. They 
do not renew the heai't ; they do not take away the love 
of sinning; nor implant a hungering and thirsting 
after holine^. But the Gospel works from the depths 
of tte heart outward. It leavens the whole lump. It 
operates as a dynamical spirit upon the whole mass of 
society, by sanctifying the individuals that compose it. 
It embraces everything; hut is not anything else than 
itself. Ha individuality is as immutable as its fruits. 
In all the faculties and functions of man, it operates as 
the air we breathe, and yet remains separate and pure 
and powerful, as if it had not exerted itself upon the 
body. It is the keen blade of the sword of the Spirit, 
that can reach the deep and dark recesses of the heart, 
and probe it to the core, and make a new affection espel 
the old, and thus purify the fountain, and make the 
stream sweet. The Gospel is the mighty power of God, 
not only unto salvation unto all that believe, hut also, 
and in order to salvation, it changes the lion into the 
lamb— makes the drunkard sober — the profane pure, 
and the thief honest. The Gospel of Christ is the only 
true and radical reformer. Nor has any people greater 
interests at stake, or in any way more deeply involved 
in the correct understanding of this subject than we 
oui'selves. For the more our commerce extends over 
the world, the wider our field of labor and trade; and 
the more complicated the machinery of society, the 
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luoiL lie we in need of an enlightened c 
meQ die more interested ia tLe Uonscience of a coraniu- 
mty than merchants. Thej live on confidence and 
credit It nian'a confidence in man is destroyed, jou 
take dway (he fouadationa of our warehouses, and may 
tarn oui hanks into carpenters' shops. But what safe- 
guard i^ there for the preservation of a good conscience, 
like the fear of God ? Given young men for the com- 
mand ot your ships, or to act as supercargoes, or eorres- 
pondonts and agents, and confidential clerks, whose 
conatienoca ire enlightened by the word and spirit of 
God, and who therefore fear to sin against him, and who 
oannot act dishonestly, beeaose it is a sin against God, 
and you have the best possible guarantee that your 
business will be well and satisfactorily done. 

Did you ever think, my friends, what it is that makes 
the rose or the violet so fragrant? The delicate scent, 
is it from the root ? The root smells of notJiing unless 
it is of earth. Nor from the stalk, that has no more 
fragrance than the root. Nor does this delicate scent 
belong to the ground, for out of the same gi'ound may 
grow grass and weeds. Nor is it from the leaf, nor 
from the bud, for before the bud is opened there is 
none of this precious fragrance; but now, in the ex- 
panded flower it Js here. Nor is this a miracle; for all 
violets and roses yield the same fragrance. It is true, 
the fragrance was potentially in the root and stem, in 
the ground and air, and that the Almighty has given 
the several virtues of plants to them, and draws them 
out at their season. And is it not just so with chris- 
tians? It is out of the renewed soil of a heart turned 
to the Lord, watered with the dew of heaven, and 
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warmed with, the beams of the Eternal Spirit, that the 
sweet odors of grace are brought forth. And if the 
worm eats the flower, it is when it ia wrapt up, when 
it is not sending out its fragrance. And does not this 
teach us that selfiaLnesa is the hane of our happiness? 
And does not this illustration teach us to give God the 
glory, even for our amiable instincts and commercial in- 
tegrity ? for every good and every perfect gift cometh 
from above; and especially to exalt his grace, which is 
above all, and which cometh only through his Son, 
Jesus Christ. To be happy, we must learn to know 
the luxury of doing good. 

The sun gives ever; so the earths 
What it can give, so much 'tis worth j 
The ocean gives in many ways — 
Gives paths, gives fishes, rivers, bays ; 
So, too, the air, it gives iis breath — 
When it stops giving, comes in death. 

Give, give, be always giving; 

Who g^ves not, is not living. 
The more you give 
The more you live. 

Gofl's love hath in us wealth upheaped ; 

Only by giving is it reaped. 

The body withers, and the mind, 

If pent in by a selfish rind. 

Give strength, give thought, give deeds, give pelf. 



Give love, giv 


e tears, and give thyself. 


Give,g;v 


e, be always giving; 


Wlio giv 


s not, is not living. 



6. We see here how great a blessingweenjoy in having 
mild, equitable, sahUary laws, and in having a written 
Gonslittttion, that provides for its amendment, and 
ISb 
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points out the icui/ for (he repeal or alteration of any 
laws that may be made in haste, or in ignorance, or 
through party zeal, that are found to he Tineonatitutional 
and not for the good of the people. No people under 
teaven are under greater moral obligations to ahide by 
their lawa than the people of the United States, and, 
conseqnently, the guilt of lawlessness among us is very 
heavy. I see no possihle excuse for disobeying our 
laws. And the sin of so doing is a sin not only against 
our (jounfry but against Uod, and is enhanced in enor- 
mity by the geaeral mildness and oseellence of our 
laws, and the fact that obnoxious laws may be repealed, 
or redress had without resorting to Tioleuoe. The 
boasted perfection of Persian law was blasphemous; 
for it is a prerogative of God alone to he perfect aud 
never to repent. It is human to err, and godlike to 
forgive. And it is also an evidence of God's goodness 
to us to open our eyes when we have eiTcd, and enable 
us to coiToet ottr errors. Though the fli'st decree of 
Ahaauerus was beyond repeal, the second decree im- 
plied the revocation of the firet — though that revoca- 
tion was only implied. It was not expressed in words. 
Our Government is, happily, altogether of a different 
kind from that of Persia. We are a free Representa- 
tative Republic. And the more free we are from com- 
pulsory laws, the more necessaiy is it that we should 
be pious from choice. Whatever may be true of other 
nations, with us Liberty and a pure Christianity are 
inseparable. As De TocqueviUe has well said : " Des- 
potism may govern without religion, but liberty can- 
not." Religion is much more necessary in a Republic 
than in any other government. How is it possible for 
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society to ceapo destruction, if the moral tie be not 
strengthened in propoition aa the pohtical tie is re- 
lased ? The people who are -iovereign are their owa 
master ; what will they not do, if they are not bound 
by religious obligations ? " Not only in theory, but in 
fact a republican government must be administered by 
the people themselves. They, and they alone, must 
execute the laws. And hence the first principle in 
such governmenta, that on which all others depend, 
and without which no other can exist, is and must be, 
obedience to iha existing laws, at all times and nnder 
all dreumstances. This is the vital condition of the 
social compact. He who claims a dispensing power for 
himself, by which he suspends the operation of law in 
his own case, is worse than a usurper, for he not only 
tramples under foot the Constitution of his country, 
but violates the reciprocal pledge which he has given 
to his fellow citizens, and has received from them, that 
he will abide by the laws, constitutionally enacted ; 
upon the strength of which pledge, his own personal 
rights and acquisitions are protected by the rest of the 
community."* 

7. The difficulties of the Persian monarch, growing 
out of his rash decree, even after the author of it has 
been punished, are a warning to us to beware of the 
consequences of our words and actions. The only re- 
lief from the evils of his rash decree, that seemed to the 
king available, was to put the Jews on an equal footing 
with tlieir enemies. The author — the base contriver of 
this murderous plot, has received his just desert, but 
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the consequenoea of his wicked contiiving have uot 
been arreBted. And it is so still, the evil as well as the 
good that men do live aft^r them. Their wickedness 
BvUTiyes when they have gone. The rich man in the 
parable feared to meet the consequences of his evil prin- 
ciples and bad example in the perdition of his breth- 
ren, and feared that their accusations against him for 
having led them to do wrong, would increase his own 
miseiy. And so it is with the writers of bad books. 
They publish thereby a law that works evil and nothing 
but mischief. They sow broadcast over the land evil 
seed, that grows and ripens, and reproduces itself, 
waning in successive harvests, it may be f o the end of 
the world. And even if the author of a bad book 
should himself be saved as a brand plucked from the 
burning gulf — snatched by sovereign grace at the last 
moment from its flaming jaws — still his work survives ; 
the poison he has injected into the mass of society 
spreads on and works death. It has past beyond his 
control. Our injluence is immortal. 

8. This history teaches ua fo trust in God for the 
vindication of his omn, ways and the justification of 
his judgments against the wicked, as well as in his faith- 
fiilness to his people, in remembering to keep and fulfill, 
at the right time, aJ! his promises to them. There may 
be more love in what we think his frown, than there 
could be in hia smile. As many as I love, says God, 
I rebuke and chasten. Let us remember, also, that He 
who " tempers the wind to the shorn lamb," tempers 
his chastisements to the infirmities of a weak and sim- 
ple mind — while the transgressions of him whose na- 
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ture is strongly marked, are visited bj soTCrer tokens 
of divine displeasure. The mind and the heart are 
closely linked together, and the errors of genius bear 
with them their own chastisement, even upon earth. 
The man of a weak mind and imperfect education sees 
God dimly and through many shadows; hut the sinner 
of genius and talent and moral education, sins in " the 
broad noonday of a clear and radiant mind, and when 
at length the delirium of sensual passion has subsided, 
and the cloud flits away from before the sun, he trem- 
bles beneath the searching eye of that accusing power 
which is strong in the strength of a godlike intellect." 
It is then a law of Providence, that whore much is 
given, nmeh is required ; and also, that where much is 
given and abused, there the guilt is great, and the in- 
jury of evil doing is in proportion to the violence 
that it offers public sentiment, and to the violence that 
it does to one's own consciepee. " Men," says De 
Toequeville, " are not corrupted by the exercise of a 
power or debased by the habit of obedience ; but by 
the exercise of power which they believe to be illegal, 
and by obedience to a rule which they consider to be 
usurped and oppressive," It is the violence then done 
to conscience, and to public sentiment, and to the law 
of G-od, that destroys self-respect, and leads to utter 
depravity. Sin is a fearful transgression of law. 

9. The delay ofjudginent agaiiut euil'doers, instead, 
therefore, of encouraging them to boldness in sin, should 
melt them to penitential sorrow. Instead of lulling 
them into security, it ought the more to alarm them: 
For, Jirst, the delay of Providence to punish the wicked 
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does nit ch'iuge the nature of sin. It 
ttiQsieally th^ abonimabie thing that Gtod hates. It ia 
imprasihle, in the nature of things, tliat sin should ever 
meet with His ipprobation. The patience of Uod, 
theiefoie, piuduces no mitigation of the enormity 
of wiong doing It is no proof of Divine indifference 
to sin — or of its being a trifling offense in the sight of 
Crod that Hfi doet not in&tantJi/ exp^-ees His abhorrence 
of it, and pour out His wrath upon the gailty. Men 
Itindle immediately into a transport of passion, when 
provoked. But God ia not a man. He punishes sin 
not from passion, but fvni prinrliifc — not to revenge 
Himself for any injury He sustidns fi-om sin, but in 
order to maintain a righteous goveminont for the hap- 
piness of His creatures. And the pnnishment of sin 
will only be the more severe, because of the aggrava- 
tions of abused mercy. Delay amongst men may Icisen 
the certainty of punishment, leaving room for escape, 
or for the loss of opportunity, or of ability for inflict- 
ing the puuishment; but it is never po with God. One 
day is, with the Lord, as a thousand years, and a thou- 
sand years as one day. Is there not then something 
fearful in treasuring up wrath against the day of 
wrath, by an abuse of Divine goodness ? 

But, ttecoiid/i/, an evil work is itself a judgment. 
It was so with Hanian. He was allowed to go on bis 
own way, uutil he fulfilled the Psalmist " words He 
made a pit, and digped it ind is fallen into the ditch 
which he made, his mischief shnll letnrn ufon his 
own head; and hib m lent dealing shall come down 
upon bis own pate Hia wh ile history shows that 
pride goeth befoie de'itiiufion, md n haughty spiiit be- 
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fore a fall — that God caa easily so direct human affaire 
as to thwart the hest laid sehemea of wicked men. If, 
at Mordecai's refusal to.bow before him aa to a god, 
Haman swells with rage, and says to himself: "Well, 
he will not bow his knees-— I will see if a halter cannot 
break his neck;" and if, as he plans for this, his mal- 
ice, and envy, and rage, grow by what they feed on, 
until he will not stoop to be rcTonged on Mordeeai 
alone ; if he will not rest until, like the Egj'ptian kings 
portrayed on the old palace walls of the Nile, he can 
hold the hair of all Jewish heads in one hand, and by 
one stroke of the king's sword, out them all off at once; 
if one lark is not enough for tlie stomach of this Ama- 
lekite, but, like a vulture, he would have the whole 
flock, why then we have only to wait for the sequel, 
and we shall see who prevails. For it was not against 
Mordeeai alone, nor merely against Mordeeai and the 
Jews that this heathen Agagite was raging. His beai-t 
was set against God's chosen people, and against Jeho- 
vah himself It is no wonder then, that, coatrary to 
all human appearances, his plans miscarried, and the 
Jews were saved. For who hath ever hardened him- 
self against the Almighty and prospered ? Is He not 
as wonderfal in execution as in council ? Let the pot- 
sherds of the earth strive with the potsherds of the 
earth ; but wo to a man that striveth with his Maker ! 
Who shall deliver us from His wrath? 

The delay of the execution of the sentence against 
evil-doers, is not, in itself, a blessing, if it does not 
lead to repentance. It were a mercy to arrest them, 
and so prevent their increase of guilt. A thing is not 
good because it prospers, but because it is according to 
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tlie will of God— beeauBe it ia commanded by bim. 
An act is not evil because it is pnnisbed at once, but 
because it ia disobedience — ^Jiecauso it is forbidden. 
The act — tbe sin itself — is a judgment upon the sinner. 
He that believeth not, is condemned already, and hia 
continuance in unbelief and disobedience, against the 
offera of pardon and calk of grace, only enhancea bis 
condemnation. The tyranny of Hantan's evil passions, 
instead of growing less by tbe opposition be met with, 
only became more and more violent. His revenge be- 
came a scorpion that could not rest. His heart waa so 
filled with pride and envy, that no scheme was too cruel 
or -bloody for him. But it is always, as it was with 
him, snob wicked passions indulged are more injurious 
to those who allow them to govern them, than they are 
to the victims upon whom they are expended. It is 
better to receive and endure an injury, than to infiict 
one. Oh how dangerous is ambition in a narrow minded, 
ill-informed, headstrong man on tbe pinnacle of earthly 
grandeur 1 Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit, 
there is more hope of a fool than of him? If he 
be brayed in a mortar, he is still a fool. Prov. xxvii. 
How impossible is it for a man to have the spirit of 
Christ who is filled with malice and anger, and evil- 
apeaking, and backbiting, and slander ? How earnestly 
ought we to pray to be delivered from violent passions, 
and from unreasonable men; and how thankful should 
we be when God restrains us from tbe indulgence of 
wicked propensities 1 

But what if we have fallen ; what if we are sinners 1 
Is there no hope for us ? Israel, thou hast deslroyed 
thyself, saith the Lord, but in me is thy help. There 
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is forgiveness willi God, not that we may go on in sin, 
but that He may be feared. Christ Jesus is exalted 
at His right hand, a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance and remission of sins. I remember having 
read sometliing tite the following, in regard to a little 
boy, a white-haired lad of some siz years of age. His 
mother -was sick, and the little fellow left his playthings 
in the yard to stay with his mother, and in trying to 
amuse himself in her sick chamber, without making a 
noise, he employed himself sometime in painting his 
name, with a pencil, on paper. But suddenly his busy 
little finger stopped. He had made a mistake, and 
wetting his finger, he tried again and again to rub out 
the wrong mark, as he had been accustomed to do on 
his slate; but in vain. His mother having observed 
his distress, and his useless efl'orts, said: " My son, do 
you Ituow that Gtod writes down all you do in a book ? 
Every naughty woi-d and wicked thought — all your acta 
of wickedness, peevishness and disobedience ? And 
do you suppose, my boy, you can ever rub out these 
marks against you?" His faoe grew red, and then 
pale. He was evidently much agitated with thoughts 
about his standing in the sight of Grod. His mother 
observed him affectionately, but said nothing. At last 
he came to her bedside and said, with great earnest 
ness : " Dear mother, can not the blood of Jesus Christ 
rub them out?" Yes, dear boy, you have the secret 
now. A secret the whole world cannot give you with- 
out the Gospel: The hlood of Jems Christ deanseth us 
from all sin. 
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(CHAPTER XIX. 



THE DAY 01' SLAUGHTER. 



"Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with Ihe Etralie of 
the sword, and slaughter, and desti'uctioa, and did what they 
would unto those that hated them." 

Esther ix: 5. 

" Just in the last distressing hour 
The Lord displays delivering power. 
The mount of danger is the place, 
Where we shall see surprising grace." 

Walls. 

As the history bow before ua opens up, we find two 
royal edicts, just the counterpart of eaeh otlicr, left to 
war it out. Neitlier side arc rebels, for both are to 
fight under royal authority. And since it must be so, 
may God protect the right. 

We have found Haman hanging on the gallows which 
he built for Mordecai, and Mordecai coming into the 
possession of the honors, power and estates of Hamaa. 
And the queen undisputed mistress of the king's heart ; 
but the decree of extermination, against the Jews, can- 
not be reversed. It can only he met by a counter-one, 
which it is hoped will practically render it null and 
void. Accordingly, two months after the first, and 
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nine motitiis before the time fixed for the execution of 
fhe fii-st edict, the second one is issued, and expressed 
by the swiftest eouriera throughout all the kingdom. 
Josephus, in his antiquities, (hb. si : c. 6,) gives the 
words of the decree, which corroborate the truth of our 
text. But, contrary to the hopes of the Jews, and of the 
king and court, the day does not pass quietly. It is 
made, ia spite of their wishes, a day of terrible ven- 
geance. The Jews act strictly on the defensive. To 
lai/haiidon such, and on such only, as sought their hurt. 
And no man cmild withstand ifiem: for the fear of 
them fell upon all people. The cause of this fear is 
easily seen. The Jews had powerful friends at court. 
The king was on their side. The queen, being of their 
own blood, was, of course, on their side. And, no 
doubt also, the more intelligent amoog the Persians 
were now acquainted with the most remarkable portions 
of Jewish histoiy, and knew how their Grod had helped 
them io days of old. And then there was a prestige — 
a moral — with the Hebrews that made them all-power- 
ful. According to the king's commandment and de- 
cree, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which 
is Adar, the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped 
to have power over them, though it was turned to the 
contrary, and the Jews everywhere prevailed over their 
enemies : On this day, the Jews gathered themselves 
together in their cities, throughout all the provinces of 
king AhasueiTis, and smote all their enemies with the 
stroke of the sword, and slaughter and destruction, 
and did what they would unto those that hated them, 
Aad all the rulers of the provinces, and the king's 
tenants, and deputies, and officers, helped the Jews ; be- 



bt Google 



IN SHUSHAN. 309 

cause the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. See Esth. 
is.: 1,11. In the history of the slaughter, we And, 
among the slain, Haman's ten sons. It appears that 
the number of the slain, in the palace aad city of Shu- 
stan, was reported to the king in the afternoon, or 
evening, for the purpose of enraging hira against the 
Jews ; hut it had quite a contrai-j effect. For as the 
king is made acquainted with what had been done in the 
royal city, he "said unto Esther, the queen. The Jews 
have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushau, 
the palace, and the ten sons of Haman ; what have 
they done in the rest of the king's provinces ? Now, 
what is thy petition ? and it shall be granted thee ; or 
what is thy request further? and it shall he done." 
As if he had said, I am grieved that this has turned 
out to be so bloody an affair, but it is all owing to the 
malice of Haman and his partisans; and, if there is 
yet anything more tliat can be done in behalf of the 
Jews, to protect them against their enemies, I am 
ready to have it done. And the queen said : " If it 
please the king, let it be granted to the Jews, which 
are in Shushan, to do to-morrow also according unto 
this day's decree, and let Haman's ten sons be hanged 
upon the gallows. And the king commanded it so to 
be done: and the decree was given at Shushan; and 
they hanged Haman's ten sons." A little examination 
of the case will exonerate the queen from wanton cru- 
elty in her request of the king. Haman's retainers 
have turned out to be more numerous and powerful 
than was expected. They are also found to be as dan- 
gerous to the state as they were to the Jews. They 
' e queen, and are ready for a new 
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attack, which is to be apprehended the nest day. Their 
cause is despet-ats. They must prevail or perish. 
Mordeoai, no doubt, is fully informed of these facts, 
and has them communicated to the queen; and she 
knowing that many of Haniau's friends have escaped 
the first day, and are only w.'uting for to-morrow, or for a 
good chaace to attack and destroy the Jews, she de- 
sired the king to extend the decree another day; that 
is, that it might be lawful for the Jews to assemble and 
arm aad defend themselves to-morrow, as they have done 
to-day,- agfiinst those who may ti7 to do them hurt. 

But why must Human's ten so-iis he hanged upon tJie 
gallows f Are these ten other sons, or the same tha 
have been slainf Probably the same whose names are 
given in the previous verses; why then are they to be 
hanged, seeing they are already dead ? It wa^ a cus- 
tom, both among the Jews, and Pei'sians, to hang the 
bodies of malefactors after they had boon executed in 
some other way. This was intended, of course, to add 
to their infamy, and to make them a more conspicuous 
example of tei-ror to all others. And, in this case, the 
infamv was the more terrible because they were hanged 
on their father's gallows; that is, the same he had made 
for Mordecui, but upon which he had himself been 
hanged. In comparatively modern times, and in Chris- 
tian countries, we have read of martyrs, for the truth, 
being dug out of their graves, and their bones being 
burned. And besides, no doubt, it was dratigaed, in 
this way, to give publioity to the fact that Haman's 
sons were all killed—that they were actually dead— and 
that, therefore, if any one pretends to be one of Ha- 
man's sons, and to excite rebellion, it could be easily 
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ehowu tliat lie was an impostor; for all of his sons were 
not only dead, but consigned to the deepest ignominy, 
wLieli would not have been done if his friends had beea 
sufficiently powerful to have prevented it. The people 
must have been deeply impressed with the hopelessness 
of Haraan's cause, when they saw aD his son's hilled, 
and then hung one above another, all at one time, on the 
same gaUows. Little did their father Imagine that it 
was for this purpose he erected so high a gallows. The 
jijii/ dibits high did, however, serve all the better to 
make the certainty of his sons' death, and their igno- 
miny known throughout the royil city, and the vast 
empire The £iit day five hun Jred were killed in and 
neai the ptlace oni the next thiee hundred more, 
making eight Imnditd of Haman s friends and fellow- 
txonspiratora that were killed dmmg the two days of 
slaughter an! theie can njw be no mistake about the 
fate of his sons. There is no dan^jer of any one of 
them again heading an insurrection. 

And according to the king's decree, "the Jews that 
were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the 
fourteenth day also, and slew throe hundred men at 
Shushan; but im the prey they laid not their hand. 
But the other Jews that were in the king's provinces 
gathered themselves together, and stood for their lives, 
and bad rest from their enemies, and slew of their foes 
seventy and five thousand, but they laid not their hands 
on the prey." Tei*sesl5 and 16 of the ninth chapter. 

In regard to the ijreut immhcr slain, it must be re- 
membered that the Persian empire was very lai^e and 
populous, and that the numbers slain in battles in an- 
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cient times were very great.* And then it is also to 
be remembered that the king's officers, rulers of the 
provinces, lieutenants and deputies, throughout all the 
provinces, helped the Israelites. Hebrew writers also 
contend that all these seventy-five thousand were Araal- 
ekit^, and that in this slaughter was fulfilled the 
prophecy of Balaam : " Amalek was the first of the 
nations, but hia latter end shall be, that he perish for- 
ever." It is true, that the propheta foretold the utter 
destruction of this people, and I know not that they 
were ever heai-d of after this slaughter. Numb, xsiv : 
20; Eso. xvii: 14. It is cleai- also from the history, 
that the Jews' enemies were the aggressor. They acted 
only in self-defence. They lifted their hands only 
against such as sought their hurt. Haman's faction 
were infatuated to their own destruction. They could 
not stand — not a man of them before the Jews. But 
if they had remained quiet, there is no probability that 
a hair of their bead would have been touched. The 
Jews were conquerors, because they were on the right 
side, and God helped them. And though victory is 
often an accident, yet it is true that Providence helps the 
b^t disciplined and bravest troops. Trust in God does 
not excuse us fi'om keeping our gunpowder di-y. The 
Jews were numerous, and they were united. They 
stood together in all the cities for their lives, their 
wives and their little ones. 

It is twice said in the test^(7[a( on the pre;/ tltey 
laid not their hands. They were authorized by the 
decree to take the goods of their enemies that should 
be slain, but there is not a syllable to show that they 
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took any spoil, or that tliej injured any one tliat did 
not first attack them. By abstaining from the spoil, 
they showed tliat they did not act from malice, or for 
the purpose of enriching themselves. They were 
neither selfish nor revengefd. They were ready to 
mix mercy with judgment, and were disposed to show 
that they could he more generous than tlieir enemies 
would have been to them. The spoil, therefore, they 
touched uot, either leaving it for the king's treasury, or 
for the children of those slain. Their motto was not 
that the spoils belong to the victors. Nor were they 
wanting in loyalty. They were faithful subjects. 

The effects of the counter-decree in Shushan, were 
jxist such as we should have espected, when we remem- 
ber how sad the royal city was at the promulgation of 
the murderous one of Haman. If they were grieved 
at that, they would rejoice at this ; the calm came after 
the storm. Joy, peace, and security, were the fruits 
of their wonderful deliverance. The dark cloud that 
had so long hung over them, was at last dispelled, and 
sunshine again beaming upon them. And the Jews 
had light, and gladness, and joy, and honor! In the 
Bible light is often synonymous with gladness, b 
light is pleasant to the eyes; and it is also c 
add terms explanatory of former ones, to add emphasis 
to the sentence. Gladness and joy here, are intended 
to explain what ia meant by light, and the Iwnor is 
put in contrast to the contempt heretofore felt for the 
Jews. 

And throughout the empire the Jmas had joy and 
gladness, a feast and a good day. And many of the 
people of the land became Jews, for the fear of the Jems 
14 
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fell upon tltem. It ia cliaraeteristic of the nations of the 
East to this day ! juist aa it is with the savage tribes of 
OTirowncoiitinent,to join themselves in alliance with the 
etronger party, or the winning side. Many of the peo- 
ple became Jews, that is, renounced their idolatry, were 
circumcised, and became worshippers of the true God. 
For the fear of the Jews fell vpon them. The fete of 
Haman was before their eyes. Tliey were quite con- 
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of adversity. But our Lord's teaching on this subject 
is remarkably plain and emphatic. " Whosoever there- 
fore shall confess me before men, mine will I confess 
aJso before my Father which is in heaven. But who- 
soever shall deny me before men, mine will I also deny 
before my Father which is in heaven. He that loveth 
father or mother more than me ia not worthy of mt ; 
and he t!;at loveth son or danghtei' more than uie iu 
not worthy of me. And he that tsketh not his cross, 
aud followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that 
findeth his life shall lose it; and he that losefh his life 
for my sake shall find it. Math, x: 33, 39. 
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THE LIVINU 



The wine it so elateth me, 
That I no differente can see 
Between ' Accursed Hainan be t' 
And ' Blessed be Mocdecai 



Longfellem. 

Another result of the Jews' victory over their ene- 
mies, and of the great favor in which tlie queen and 
Mordeoai iL.e held by the great king Ahasuerus, is that 
no man durst la_T his hand upon a Jew, nor even frown 
upon him. Thej who had been considered as wretched 
captives are not only safe, but are made lords in the 
land. It is, then, natural they should have a national 
festival in commemoration of their deliverance. Ac- 
cordingly, we find the feast of Purira instituted at that 
time, and obsf^ryed, from that day to this, by their pos- 
terity, in evijjy part of the globe. 

" On the thirteenth day of the month Adar ; and on 
the fourteenth day of the same rested they, and made 
it a day of feasting and gladness. Therefore, the Jews 
14a 
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of the ■villages, tliat dwelt in the unwalled towns, made 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar a daj of glad- 
ness md feastings, and a good day, and of rendering 
p t n n to another, and gifts to the poor. Where- 
f th V "died the days Purim, after the name Pur. 
Th f for all the words of this letter, and of that 
wh h th yhad seen concerning this matter, and which 
h d m ito them, the Jews ordained, and took upon 
th m d upon their seed, and upon all such as joined 
tl m 1 unto thorn, so as it should not fail, that 
th y w Id keep these two days according to their 
w t ^ nd according to their appointed time every 
J ^, 1 that these days should be rememhered and 

k pt th hout every generation, every family, every 
province, and every city; and that these days of Purim 
should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial 
of them perish from their seed. Then Esther the queen, 
the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote 
with all authority to confirm this second letter of Pu- 
rim. And he sent the letters uuto all the Jews, to the 
hundred twenty and seven provinces of the kingdom of 
Ahasuerus, with words of peace and truth. To con- 
firm these days of Purim in their times appointed, ac- 
cording as Mordecai the Jew and Esther the queen had 
enjoined them, and as they had decreed for themselves 
and for their seed, the matters of the fastings and their 
cry. And the decree of Esther confirmed these mat- 
ters of Purim J and it was written in the hook." 

The unwalled lowm (verse 19) are so specified to 
distinguish them from Shushan, and the great cities 
of the laud — The lesser viilai/es, as is intimated in 
the Hebrew. From the expression in the twentieth 
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V r e tl U Mil le ai wrot<> tlie'^e thiu >>, it li'i'i 
laeeii siil by '<ome that we ate t nfer tliat flie 
Bo k ot Esther up tn fin? verie was written by 
him inl thit the rcniinmg pirt of the hook wis 
written hy someone el e Ezra oi the men of the Gi eat 
Synagogue. All that is known, or, at least, considered 
aa worthy of any reliance about the anthor of this book, 
has been already ^ren in the third chapter of this 
work J and it seems to me very plain, that the meaning 
here is, that Mordecai wrote the hook, and the king's 
decree, also, in favor of the Jews, and the letters to the 
Jews, ordaining and inatnicting them how to keep the 
feast of Purim. These interpretations are not contra- 
dictory; and that this is the meaning, is rendered 
more plain from the last verse of the ninth chapter, 
where the decree of Esther, concerning these matters 
of Purim, is said to have been written m the book ; that 
is, among the statutes and observances of the Jews, 
who were to keep this feast, and their seed after them, 
for ever. The decree confirming these matters was, no 
doubt, also recorded iu the Chronicles of the Empire, 
and it is not impossible, but it may yet be dug up from 
among the ruins of Shuster. A national festival was 
to be established, and its observance to be perpetual, 
which is according to history to this hour. 

Let us then consider a little the institution, history 
and observance of this feast of Purim. And to do this, 
we have to go back to the third chapter and seventh 
verse, where we get tho name for the first time. " In 
the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth 
year of king Ahaauerus, they cast Pur, that is, the Lot, 
before Haman from day to day." 
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In tlie Septuagint, of Esther iii ; 7, there is au ad- 
dition to the text, which some interpreters think he- 
longed originally to the Hebrew. The addition is his- 
torically correct, and makes the passage plaiu. The 
reading of the Septuagint is in the manner followiag : 
" In the first month, that is, the month Nlsan, in the 
twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is, 
the lot before Haman, from day to day, and from month 
to month, that they might destroy in one day the peo- 
ple of Mordecaj ; and the lot fell on the fourteenth day 
of the month Adar." The JirU month here refers to 
their oivil year, and the month Nisan answers, say tfl 
March, and Adar eorrespoada to parts of February and 
March. 

Thei/ cast Pur, that i>, the lot. It seems probable, 
from the best authorities, that Pur is the Hebrew 
form of the Persiaa pari, which means happening for- 
tuitoudy. This word comes to us through the Latin 
par&, from which we have part. 

Some have suggested that Pur sign hed a 7 e of 
chance, that was played with Haman, or by J s d ec 
tion, from day to day, for the purpose of d vert ng h s 
mind, until the favorable time should con e for eek ng 
his vengeance on the Jews ; or that they cast lots to 
determine how they should divide the spoils to be taken 
from the wealthy families they were going to destroy. 
It is well known that the Persians and oriental nations 
were much given to divination. Even the ancient He- 
brews were in the habit of casting lots, or of using a 
species of divination by which to find out the divine 
will. Lot-casting, as far as it seemed to me for edifi- 
cation, was considered in my little volume on "Achan, 
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or the Wedge of Gold,"t to which I beg to refer witd- 
oat repeating or adding anything here. But we west- 
ern nations and peoples are not wholly emancipated 
from similar saperslitions. Shahe^eare following the 
old chroaicler EolUnsliead, says, speaking of Aginanirt, 
and of tho evening before the battle : 



" Prond of their numbers, and secure in 
The confident and over-Io sty French, 
Do the low-rated English play at dice. 



Emry V. 



HolUnskead says, the French were so sure of victory, 
that the captains had determined how they would di- 
vide the spoil ; " and the soldiei-s, the night before, 
hoA placed the Englishnen at dice." Similar things 
are said of the English on the eve of the battle of New 
Orleans, eighth January, 1815. 

From Horace,* in several places, and from other 
claasic authors, whom it is not necessary to name, it is 
seen that it was the custom of the ancients to choose a 
governor arbiter hihmdi — by the cast of the dice, 
or as some translate it, to gain the dominion of the bot- 
tle by the vote of the dice. The allusion is, no doubt, 
to the practice mentioned in a preceding chapter, of 
having some one chosen to preside over their feastB, 
whom all were obliged to obey, and to drink as he di- 
rected. The manner of choosing was by throwing the 
dice, which had, on their different sides, the figures of 
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Jupiter, Mars, Saturn, Apollo, Venus and Diana. He 
who first threw a Venus presided, was called the king 
of the hottle, or goyernor of the feast, as at the mar- 
riage in Cana of Galilee. John ii: 8, 9. This much 
ia certain, ancient nations were in the habit of cast- 
ing lots to find out whether they should do or forbear 
to do — go to war oi refiain , and to find out what days 
were Ivel^ for beginning an enterpiise The king of 
Babylon cast lots, o\ divined which way he should lead 
his armies, by arrows For example, when, at the 
parting of two way, and wishing to know whether or 
not t" ^n against Jenisilem, two anows wf re prepared, 
one commanding hini to go and the other forbidding, 
and tbey weie &hot, dr^wn or touched in some way, 
and which ever was made to answer first was followed. 
In Haman's ease, probably, the names of all the months 
were written on the dice, and when the month had 
been designated, then the day of the month was ascer- 
tained in like manner. Thongh wicked, Haman was 
superstitious, as were Samson's enemies, the old Philis- 
tines. And so are the heathen to this day; and so, 
also, ai-e most ungodly men, even men renowned for 
learning and scientific knowledge, and boasting that 
they are unbelievers, have yet often shown symptoms 
of the most tormenting superstitions. It ia not nnusual 
for skeptics to turn out the most credulous of men, and 
for those who do not believe Moses and the prophets, 
Jesus Christ and his apoatles, to he believers in table- 
turning and spirit-rappings and the such-like nonsense. 
Haman's object, no doubt, was to get his gods en- 
listed on his side, and, if possible, prevent the Jews 
from having any aid from their God. He, therefore, 
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resorted to lol>casting, to find out what month and what 
day would be the most unpropitious for the Jews. 
And, upon trial, he finds, as answer, that Adar was the 
unfavorahle month, and, upon investigation, is con- 
firmed in this opinion, hy finding that they have no 
festival for that month. It was a month not sanctified 
or protected by any religious rites. This, therefore, he 
concluded was the most suitable month for his business. 
And, giving thanks to his gods, he seta about fixing 
the day, and it falls on tlxe thirteenth day of the month. 
And he again drinks to Ahriman, and vows to fill 
his temple with offerings and votoes. 

It is worth while to observe here, that Haman'a 
object was not — could not have been — as Le Olerc and 
some others have said, to give time to the Jews to es- 
cape; to frighten them to flee away. Whither could 
they go ? How much of the then known world was open 
to them beyond the provinces of the great king ? No. 
The time was, indeed, too far off to please him, hut it 
had been fised by lot, and he was too superstitious to 
think of changing it. And how remarkable it is, that 
the lot fixed the time nearly twelve months off — as far 
off as the list of months allowed — thereby giving Mor- 
decai and Esther full time to concert measures for Ha- 
man's defeat. Surely, the Lord maketh the wrath of 
man to pr^se Him, and the remainder of wrath He re- 
straineth. The God of Abraham here begins to work 
Haman's confusion. If the time had .been shorter, 
how would it have been possible to neutralize the mur- 
derous decree throughout all the provinces, as we have 
found was done, from India to Ethiopia, in time to 
save the Jews ? Tt was not, then, as men say, a mere 
14b 
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cliance — nor was it tlie Persian gods that fixed the 
month and the day, bnt the God of the Hebrews, who 
remembered His coveEaot with their fathers. The 
last month of the year is fixed upon, in order that as 
much time as posfiible may be givea to Mordecai and 
the queen to use the proper means for the deliverance 
of their people. The Almighty's hand is upon all the 
events of life. If the lot is cast int« tlie lap, the whole 
disposing thereof is of the Lord. Prov. xvi; 33, 

And though it is remarkable, as has been already 
observed, that the name of G-od is not found in the 
book of Esther; yet, surely Jehovah's presence is 
clearly to be seen in it, from beginning to end. Where, 
io the whole of human histories, can we fiud a chapter 
of such remarkable Providential interpositions as are 
here recorded in favor of the seed of Jacob, scattered 
as a captive people throughout the Persiau. empire ? 
" What was it, or rather, Who was it, that kept the 
king's eyes fromi-lumbur on a nigh) big with the doom 
of the Hebrew nation ? Who moved him to call for 
the chronicles of his reign, and to summon the tale- 
reciter, or the minstrel, to beguile his waking hours ? 
Who moved the reader to open at that part which re- 
lated to the service of Mordecai in disclosing a plot 
against the king's life? Who quickened the king's 
languid attention and interest, and stirred him to in- 
quire what rewards had been bestowed upon the man to 
whose fidelity he owed his life and „;uwn? T\ I.o timed 
this so, that this glow of kindly feeling toward Morde- 
cai, and this determination right royally to acknowledge 
his unrequited services, occuired at the very moment 
that Haman had arrived at the palace to ask leave to 
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hang this very Mordeeai upon a, gallows fifty cubits 
high, whioh he had caused already to be set up, in the 
assured conviction that the king would not refuse him 
so trifling a request, and little thinking that he himself 
was deatined to swing high in air upon it? Lastly, 
Who ordered it so, that, coming with this errand, in 
his wrath, he was only stopped from uttering it by an 
order to hasten to confer upon this Mordeeai, with his 
own hands, the highest distinctions the king could be- 
atow upon the man he delighteth to honor. God not 
in the book of Esther I If not there, where is He? 
To our view, His glory — the glory of His goodness in 
caring for, and shielding from hann. His afflicted 
church, shines through every page." — Kitto. 

In the feast of Purim, which oecui-s, I believe, in 
February, we have a commemoration of the Providen- 
tial deliverance of the Jews in Persia, more than two 
thoosaad yeai-s ago. During this festival business is 
carried on, and work done, as on other days. It is not, 
therefore, a Jewish Sabbath. And it is also, perhaps, 
true that there are differenoes, or varieties, in some of 
the minor usages, or customs, found connected with 
the observance of this festival. It were not strange if 
ir of keeping it should differ, in a few non- 
in Europe from that observed in America. 
The Lord's supper is observed, by some Christians, 
literally in the evening, and by others, at noon. Sonae 
receive the elenieuts as they sit in tlioir pews; others 
sit around a table, as nearly as possible, in the way the 
disciples sat around our Lord , while otheri kneel around 
the pulpit, or what they call an altir But suoh dif- 
ferences in the manner of keeping this sacriment do 
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not, in any wise, take from its importance, nor lessen 
the historic evidence in its favor. 

At the festival of Purim, the hook of Esther — Me- 
gillah, as the Israelites call it, is read. The copy used 
is written on vellum, io the form of a roll ; and it nsed 
to bo so written, and is perhaps so still, that the names 
of Haman's ten sons could be pronounced in a single 
breath— written in order, one after another, after the 
manner in which their bodies were hung on the gallows, f 

It was a good da)/, and a day for the sending of por- 
tions one Pj another. This custom of sending portions 
n m n n the East, and especially in India, where 
ma y B bl customs have been retained with but little 
hang The Hindoos on the first of every month often 
d k oil, clothes, spices and fruits, as presents to 
on n th And if a Prince invites to a feast those 
wh ca n t come, he sends them a portion of his ban- 
quet to be eaten at their own home in remembrance of 
his bounty.* It was a day of feasting and gladness, 
as well as of sending portions one to another, and gifts to 
the poor. Ahnsgiving is always a becomiug method of 
expressing our gratitude for the divine favor. A He- 
brew proverb says : Alms ai-e the salt that season and 
preserve our goods ; and as Esther was an orphan, it is 
peculiarly fit that a feast at which she is the Heroine 
should show special munificence toward the fatherless. 
Our Hebrew brethren are justly celebrated for their 
protection of their own poor, and for the education of 
their own children. Usually in the observance of this 
feast, much attention is given in supplying the poor, 
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and in showing delicate kindness to their religious 
teachers, and to make every one comfortable and happy. 
Nor should it be thought a strange thing that some 
abuses should have sometimes been observed in this fes- 
tival. Purim seems to be veiy much like some of the 
festivals of the Pagans, or to resemble our Fourth-of- 
■Tulu, whea men, women and children, indulge in diver- 
sions and in the foaming bowl more freely than at any 
other time. I have heard it said that it was a part of 
the duty of " a free bora American citizen to imbibe 
freely of old Bourhon on the Pourth-of-July, though he 
were a son of temperance all the other days of theyeai-." 
It were not unnatural, then, if the Israelites did excuse 
the free use of wine at the feast of Parim, saying, that 
all men, women and children, must drink of the 
"crowned goblet foaming with floods of wine," for ail 
men and wotnen and children were exposed to danger. 
But if it ever was true, as our gifted conntryman makes 
Rabhi Ben Israel say, in the lines at the head of this 
chapter, that it was the duty or the custom of those who 
kept the feast of Purim, to indulge in wine so freely, as 
not to be able to know the difference between " cursed 
be Haman ! and blessed be Mordecai," it is not so now. 
Israelites, I think, have always used wine as a good gift 
of the Almighty ; but as far as my obsei-vatiou and 
historical researches go, and I have seen them in large 
numbers in all the four quarters of the globe, and I 
must say, and I am happy to say it, I rcgai-d them as the 
most temperate people I have ever known. I can say 
of them, what 1 cannot say of any other raee or religion ; 
I have never seen an Israelite drunken. It is well 
known that in the East at the present day, drwaken 
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dogs, are amnnj. the epithets besf^jwe'l on Franks and 
Christians, and with mure truthful nesi than it vi pleas- 
ant to confess. 

The feast of Purim then, is an annual eommemora- 
tion of tlie deliverance of the Jews in Persia, Esther 
being the Queea, and Mordeeai Grand Vizier. It was 
instituted at the time in the moat solemn manner, and 
the Jews tflok it upon themselves, and ordained, with 
all the authority of the king and queen, that they and 
their seed after them, and all who should ever join 
themselves to them foi'ever, should observe as a day of 
feasting and gladaess, and of giving portions one to 
another, and giife to orphans. "The truth of this 
whole history," says Dr, Lee, " is demonstrated by the 
feast of Pnrim, kept up from that time to this very day. 
And this surprising providential revolution ia favor of 
a captive people, thereby constantly commemorated, 
standeth even upon a firmer basis, than that there ever 
was such a man as king Alexander the Crreat in the 
world, of whose reign there is no such abiding monu- 
ment at this day to be found anywhere. Nor will they, 
1 dare say, who quarrel at this, or any other of the sa- 
cred histories, find it a very easy matter to reconcile 
the different accounts which were given by historians 
of the affairs of this king, or to conform any one fact of 
his, whatever, with the same evidence which is here 
^ven for the principal feet in the sacred book, or even 
so niTich as te prove the existence of such a person, of 
whom so many great things are related, but upon grant- 
ing this book of Esther, or sixth of Esdras, as it is pla- 
ced in some of the most ancient copies of the Vulgate, 
to be a correct, most trae and certain history."— i>!-. 
Lec'& Dissentations on Esdras. 
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It is according to tlie instincts of the human heart as 
well as aeeording to the laws of the human mind, that 
some monument or memorial of past evente that ha^e 
heen of great interest to us, or our race should stand 
out as their ooncreto history. This is the meaning of 
the columns, arches and pillars that have been erected, 
of some kind or other, in all ages and countries. The 
lion crowned mound of Waterloo, the monument of 
Bunker Hill, the plain of Marathon, and the moun- 
tains looking on it, are not more truly monuments of 
past realities, than is the feast of Purim. Nor is there 
any monument, unless it be the Church of God itself, 
that is so truly a living proof and demonstration of the 
truth of our Holy Scriptures aa the Israelitish race. 
Every Hebrew feee on earth is an epistle from the Al- 
mighty, proving the truth of Divine Revelation. 
Their writings are admitted to be ancient, and that they 
have been preserved with singular care and fidelity ; 
and their personal, tribal and natiooal histories, (aod 
yet they are not a nation,) are according to tlieir own 
. writings ; tliat is, a fulfillment of the threatenings and 
promises of Jehovah, made to them and conceraing 
them. Their fe^t of Purim and thdr day of Atone- 
ment, are proofs of the reality of great past historic 
events, just as our Fourth-of-July is a proof of the truth 
of our Declaration of Independence. And as Ameri- 
cans are wont to have a feast and read the Declaration 
of Independence on the Fourth-of-July, so are the Is- 
raelites wont to have a feast and a good day, and read 
the Megilloth Esther on the thirteenth and fourteenth 
of the month Adar. And the length of time, the num- 
ber of generations that have kept the Purim feast, only 
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etilianeea its importance, without diniiiiisliing tlie cer- 
tainty of its historic verities. If Americaus sliould he 
perpetuated distinctively as such for two thousand years, 
and keep up without failure, the observance of the 
Foiirth-of-JuIy and the reading of the Declaration, 
would it not be an ii-resistible argument at that ad- 
vance period of time in favor of the historic events 
commemorated thus on the Fourth-of-JuIy, aud which 
we know to he verities, and not fables or myths ? An 
argument of the same kind is easily constructed out of 
our holy sacrament, but I need not dwell on it. 

And finally, it is, in every way, proper to have our 
resting places in the wilderness— our monumental piles, 
in remembrance of God's mercies. It is thus that we 
honor Him, encourage His people, and strengthen our 
own faith. In traveling through the wilderne.s3, or 
across a dreary desert, it is some relief to find signs, or 
traoee, or proofs, that other human beings, like our- 
selves, have gone successfully through the same; just 
so, as we are journeying on through the world, we may 
draw great comfort from the monuments that God's 
people have left behind, proclaiming His faithfulness 
and loving-kindness. These monuments are stones of 
help — Ehenezers, where we should raise our notes of 
praise, and shout back encoaragement to the vKury and 
fainting that are behind — but aD our way is not desert. 
Here and there a table is spread for us in the presence 
of our enemies. Here and there an oasis is found for 
refreshment and social intercourse. Here and there 
mountain bights are gained, from which we may see 
the promised land. The church of <Jod is not always 
in storms. There are periods of gladsome sunshine. 
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Believers liave some sweet iuterchanges of joy amid 
their warfare. The grapes of Eschol, in rieli clusters, 
are sometimea found in the desert way, even hefore 
they enter upon their eudless triumph. 

" The men of grace have foand 
Glory begun below, 
Celestial fruits, on earthlj gronnd, 
From Mth and hope may grow. 

The bill of Zion yields 

A thousand sacred sweets, 
Before we reach the heavenly fields, 

Or walk the golden streets. 

Then let our songs abound, 

And every tear be dry, 
We're marching through Iiamarnol'a ground, 

To fairei' worlds on high." 
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FLOWERS FROM THE T0MT5. 

" Tliot nothing ivalks with MoilesB feet ; 
That not one life shall be destro/d, 
Or cast as rnbbiah to the void, 
When God hath made the pile oomplete." 

Lord Bacon tad more confidence in the justice of 
posterity, aad of distant nations, thaa in his own times. 
And time, that prove? all things, ias justified his con- 
fidence. It is a curious fact, and, in some degree, an 
illustration of his opinion, that we are much more in- 
debted to the tombs of Egypt, than to the sculptures 
of its other public buildings, for a knowledge of the 
occupations, customs, and domestic life of its ancient 
inhabitants. The same remark is true of the ancient 
Persians, From themselves we have scarcely anything, 
except their monumental inscriptions, and they were 
lost — hurled under the whirring sands and nihhish of 
centuries — until within a few years; yet it is to these 
inscriptions, and to foreigners, that we are indebted for 
our knowledge of the Persian Xerxes and Cyrus. 

As life shows itself in living, so do true principles 
flower into practice. Every truth revealed in Holy 
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Scripture, has a practical tendency. The doctrines of 
the Bible are not mere abstract dogmas, to be retained, 
in all the clearness and coldness of moonlight, in the 
head, but warm, living, life-giving, like the grace of 
God, which teaches us to live godly, denying all worldly 
lusts. It is God's plan, in His word, to teaoh us prin- 
ciples — the system of Divine truth the most suitable 
for us to know — by examples. There are several ways 
of teaching moral and religious truth, namely: The 
dogmatic, or scholaBtic method; and the scientific, or 
inductive; and, thirdly, the illustrative method, or 
teaching by examples. If the first chapter of the 
Bible had begun with the proposition logically stated, 
after the manner of the schools: There is a Supreme 
Being, whose name is God ; and then, if the proofs 
had been aiTanged in orders and classes, we should 
have had the existence of God stated and proved in a 
dogmatic manner. But this is not the method of the 
Bible. It begins by assuming that there is a God, and 
describes some of His works So far, however, as we 
are taught, by the sacred writers, to aigue from effect 
to cause, from the work" and revelations of God, that 
there is a Supreme Being, just so tar we are taught, in 
the Bible, to find the existence of God proven by sci- 
entific reasoning. But it is plain, to all who read the 
word of God, that its manner of teaching truth is chiefly 
by examples. The historicaj and inductive method of 
unfolding Divine truth, is the one chiefly pursued by 
the sacred writers, and, to most minds, this is the most 
interesting and convincing method that can be pursued. 
The scholar learns to write more easily by seeing bis 
master write, and then by copying after him, than by 
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heiirlag hiiii read a lecture on cbirography. Alexander 
the tfreat was mucli more inspired by studying the his- 
tory of the exploits of Achilles and Cyrus the Great 
than he was by the lectures of Aristotle on courage and 
heroism. Seneca says, the crowd of philosophers which 
followed Socrates, learned more of their ethics from his 
manners than from his discourses. And of Origen, it 
is said that, though he was one of the most learned 
men, and moat voluminous writers of his or of any age^ 
that he recommended religion more by hia example than 
by all that he wrote. And this peculiarity of the hu- 
man mind is duly provided for in the Sacred Scriptures. 
It is God's plan, in His holy word, to make His good- 
ness, as it were, to pass before us in living foi-ms, and 
then to have the record made and preserved for our 
instruction, warning and comfort. If it is faith that 
we are to be taught, then we have the lives of Abrar 
ham and Noah, and a host of worthies; and so, for 
meekness, RIoaes; and for patience. Job ; and for zeal, 
Peter and Paul. There are illustrious examples in the 
Scriptures of every Christian virtue, and, la the Son 
of God, we have an example of perfect goodness. Nor 
is there any treatise on sin, that shows its odiousnesa 
so clearly, as the expulsion from the garden, the drown- 
ing of the old world, the overthrow of the cities of the 
plain, and the history of the Israelites, and the suffer- 
ings and " bloody passion " of our Lord, when He 
made His soul an offering for sin. It is thus that infi- 
nite wisdom has seen fit to teach us, namely, that tmth 
and error, sin and holiness, should be lived out, and 
then the history written and preserved for us. This 
plan has been followed in our sacred writings, both aa 
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to nations aud as to individuals, and it is certainly not 
without significance. It is, no doubt, true that his- 
torio preaching, or the communicating of religious 
truth hy parables and narratives, was emiuently fitted 
to rude or half-eiviHaed nations; but it is equally true, 
that the most refined Greeks and Etunans, as well as 
the most polished nations of tbe East, have been 
greatly delighted with precisely the same method 
of entert^nment and instruction. And, I fancy, it 
were difficult now to find a man too highly educated, 
east or west, to relish a good parable, or a great truth, 
exhibited in its strength and beauty, in a living char- 
acter. If histoij, and fable, and parable, are suited, 
in a peculiar manner, for the instruction of children, 
and the uneducated classes, it is no less true that they 
are also the most interesting and convincing methods 
; truth to the ^ed and most cultivated 
Even philosophers prefer to have religious 
truth brought home to them in a simple garb. They 
desire consolation for grief, not on stilts, nor in abstract 
and stately phrases, but in a simple style. "When 
the great" and learned Bengel was ill, he sent for one 
of the students of his University, to impart to him some 
word of consolation. The youth replied, "Sir,Iambut 
a pupil, a mere learner, I don't know what to say to a 
teacher like you." " What I" said Bengel, "a IHvinity 
student, and not able to give a word of Scriptural com- 
fort ! " The student, abashed, contrived to utter the 
text : " The blood of Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth 
us from ail sin." " That is the very word I want," said 
Benge), "it is quite enough;" and taking him afi'ec- 
tionately by the hand, dismissed him. 
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Grief, whether in the palace or in the cottage — 
whether in the university or the log-cabin, is always 
simple. A great man, howed down under affliction, 
has no time, nor disposition, for learned investigations. 
He wants something to lean upon. His own powers of 
body and mind are relaxed ; he wants comfort with- 
out toil. His own spirit ia fainting; he wants relief, 
not learned ahstraetions ; and where can he find com- 
fort so easily, and with so direct an application, as 
in the looking-glass of reliable history ? He may there 
find an example similar, or so nearly like his own case, 
that he has only to change the name, and it is himself. 

We have found that the Persians were remarkable 
for their chronicles, and that it was fortunate for Mor- 
decai, and the Jews, that they were; and, it is also for 
tunate for us, that we liave so many documents that 
prove the truth of our sacred narratives E^en the 
Tareekhs of Persia, which are very numerous, and of 
great importance to this day, are full of illustiations of, 
and allusions to such facts, customs and past events, 
as throw light upon the Hebrew chronicles, as far as 
they are connected with the history of Pcrsn The 
Chaldee Tai^m ia extravagant in piaisiiig Moidecai 
It sajB : " All the kings of the eai'th feared and trem- 
bled before him : he was as resplendent as the evening 
star among the stars; and was as bright as Aurora 
beaming forth in the morning; and he was chief of the 
Jews." And our test says (Esth. ix: 4,) that " Llcr- 
decai was great in the king's house, and his fame went 
out throughout all the provinces ; for this man, Mor- 
decai, waxed greater and greater." Bead also, the 
tenth chapter of Esther. 
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The great king, Ahasuenis, laid a tribute iipon the 
land; that ia, upon the one hundred and twenty-seven, 
provinces ; and upon- (Ae isles of the aea, probably " the 
islra of Greece," which were conquered by Darius Hys- 
taspea. And Mordecai was next unto the king—^y/siB 
his prime minister, and, under the king, governor of 
his whole empire. And he was exalted to be a blessing 
to his people. It was his study to promote their pros- 
perity : seeking ike wealth of his people, and speaking 
peace to all Mi seed, and he was accepted of his breth- 
ren. This ia a great eulogy. It means, that he sought 
to advance his brethren in wealth, he settled their dis- 
putes, causing them to live, as fer as possible, in peace 
with their Persian neighbors, and among themselves ; 
and he was accepted of his brethren. The basis of 
their prosperity was peace, and they had confidence in 
their government; it was likely, therefore, that their 
well-doing would continue a long time. 

If Ahasuerus, Esther and Mordecai have not died, 
they must be somewhat ancient by this time. But our 
history does not tel! us anything of their deatli. It is 
possible, then, I fancy, notwithstanding the skeptic's 
cavilling at omissions in the sacred writings, for some 
things to be omitted that must have happened, and are, 
therefore, in themselves true ; and possible, also, for 
these same writings, in which omissions thus occur, 
to be credible. Omissions are not, necessarily, contra- 
dictions, nor are they sufficient to destroy our faith 
in the genuineness or authenticity of a record. "We 
have some traditions — even some monumental proof 
— that Esther and Mordecai must have died ; for we 
have their tomb, although this is not conclusive, for 
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some men liavo built tombs for themselYCS which nevM 
contained their ashes. The savoopLagus, or cofEn, of 
an Empress of Russia, made for herself, during her 
lifetime, and sent to the Convent of Mount Sinai, eon- 
tains, instead of her Czarinian ashes, the reputed body 
of St. Catharine. The polities of Asia and of Europe 
wonld not permit a Russian Empress to take her last 
sleep at Slount Sinai. The Pharaoh who lies in the 
coral ehambevs of the Red Sea, built his pyramid-tomb 
in bis day, as we found in our lectures on Moses, but 
another possessed it. But of Ahasuems we have 
neither record of bis death nor monument to mark bis 
t«aib. Tlie grave of the absolute sovereign of one hun- 
dred and twenty-seven provinces, even from India to 
Ethiopia, is totally unknown. And so is the grave of 
Mosesand of John Oalviu, No man knoweth ittotliia 
day. The causes or the reasons why we know nothing 
of the grave of Moses, Ahasueras or Calvin are, doubt- 
less, very different, but the fact is the same. 

It is a simple, and not wholly a useless custom, to 
plant flowers over the graves of our beloved dead, and 
sometimes to gather a flower from their grave, as a me- 
mento of affection. Now, we would have our readers, 
who have come with us thus far, visit the tomb of our 
Queen, and, while musing there, gather a few flowers, 
tliat we hope may bloom in beauty and fragrance many 

It is believed by most travelei-s that the tomb of 
Esther and Mordecai esista to this day. At least, a 
tomb so called is still shown, near the city of Hama- 
dan, in Persia, which lies on the route as one goes 
from Bagdad to the Caspian. The tomb is in the 
15 
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iiiidst of ruins, believed to be those of Ecbatana, the 
old Mediaa capital of the Persian Empire. The present 
city of Hamadan contains from 30 to 40 000 inhabits nts 
among whom are several hundied Isiielitish firailies 
The tomb is a square building with a dome sueh -ta is 
common over the tombs of holy ppi^ ns in Mohimme 
dan countries. It is regarded both by Mchimmedans 
and th.e Jews of Persia, as a plice of gieat sanctity 
and pilgrimages are still made to it. It is spoken of in 
the days of Benjamin of Tudela. And Sir Eobert K. 
Porter made a visit to it, and says it is the tomb of Es- 
ther and Mordecai, and has been carefully preserved 
from " the day of the holy pairs' interment." The 
keeping np of a pilgrimage among the Jews to this 
place, at the same time of year when the feast of Puvim 
is celebrated, makes this monumental pile a kind of 
eye-witness of the event — "an evidence to the fact, 
more convincing, perhaps, than even wiitten testimo- 
ny, " It is true that Timour sacked the city and the 
tomb was destroyed, but, soun afterward, another was 
built, on the same spot, by a Rabbi, called Ismael. The 
sarcopha^ are of dark wood, covered with Hebrew let- 
ters, which is said to have been preserved from the 
ravages of the Tartai-s. It is certain that the (omb is 
now kept in the highest state of repair, and held in 
the highest veneration. It is, also, an admitted tradi- 
tion that the Queen and Mordecai were buried in the 
same tomb. The following translation of the Hebrew 
inscriptions is given hy Sir John Malcolm, and copied 
by me from the Gleaner : " At that time, there was in 
the palace of Susa, a certain Jew, of the name of Mor- 
decai ; he was the son of Jair, of Shimei, who was the 
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aon of KisTi, a Benjamite, for Mordecai the Jew, was 
the second of that name under Ahasuerua, a man much 
distinguished among the Jews, and eajojing great con- 
sideration among his own people, anxious for their wel- 
fare, and seeking to promote the peace of all Asia." 

And on this subject it is not irrelevant to introduce 
the following facts from the commissioners, on the part 
of England, Riesia and Persia, who have been engaged 
in establishing the boundary line between Persia and 
Turkey. " In the prosecution of this work, the com- 
missioners have come upon the remains of the ancient 
palace of Shushan, mentioned in the sacred books of 
Esther and Daniel, together with the tomb of Daniel the 
prophet. The locality answers to the received tradition 
of its position, and the internal evidence, arising from 
its correspondence with the description of the palace 
recorded in the sacred history, amounts almost to a 
demonstration." Col. Williama, of the British army, 
who is one of this commission says, that the pavement 
of the king's palace and court, as described in Esther, 
" of red, and blue and white and black marble," still 
esiste in exact coiTespondence to the description ^ven 
in the sacred history. And in the marble columns, 
dilapidated niins, the sculpture, and the remaining 
marks of greatness and glory that are scattered around, 
the commissioners read the eyact truth of the recoi-d 
made by the sacred penman." " Not far fi-om the pal- 
ace stands a tomb ; on it is sculptured the figure of a 
man bound hand and foot, with a huge lion in the act 
of springing upon him to devour him. No history 
could speak more gi-aphically the story of Daniel in the 
lions' den. The Persian arrow-heads are found upon 
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the palace and the tomb. Glass bottles, elegant as 
those placed upon the toilet-tables of the ladies of oiii- 
day, have been discovered, with other indications of art 
and refinement, which hear out the statements of the 
Bible." * It is generally believed that it was owing to 
the influence of Daniel, Esther and Mordeeai, that the 
Persian rulers of this penod were w favoiJ.bly disposed 
toward the Jews. It is at least certain that not only 
Cyrus, but his successors, granted gieat fivors to the 
Jews, and materially aided in lebuddiug the Temple. 
After the downfall and death of Hamin, it is easy to 
see that the influence of Esther would be \try great. 
It is not at all surprising that the king construed Ha^ 
man's attempt to destioy all the Jews as an indirect way 
to get to the throne, and that, therefore, he considered 
the queen as having saved his life at this time, as 3Ior- 
decai had done once before; and that on this account, 
as well as his love for her, there was nothing he was not 
willing to do for her and him. It is not then inci'edi- 
ble that he should grant her request, and allow hia pal- 
ace to flow with the blood of eight hundred of Haman's 
friends and fellow conspirators, and that Haman's ten 
sons were hanged as well as killed, and that Mordeeai 
should be promoted to the honora and place from which 
Haman had been removed. Nor does it appear that 
the king's favor was misplaced, or hia confidence be- 
trayed. Mordeeai was faithful and worthy of the 
esteem not only of his brethren, but of his sovereign 
also. Nor did the queen betray any unworthiness of 
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her great influence. Though esalted to the highest 
station a woman could then enjoy, and possessed of great 
beauty, she was neither vain nor haughty, nor did she 
forget her religion. " The samo gentle, pure, and noble 
creature when queen, as when living in the lowly habi- 
tation of her uncle — generous, disinterested, aad ready 
to die for others, she is one of the loveliest characters 
furnished in the annals of history." 

1. The wide dispersion of the Jews in the time of 
queen Esther, though somewhat overlooked, is histori- 
cally correct; and it is equally true that their tenacity 
of character was not less remarkable then thaii at the 
present day. It seems to be generally supposed that 
the wide-spreading of the Hebrews over the face of the 
earth begun at the destruction of the holy city by the 
Romans, This is indeed a marked epoch in their dis- 
persion, but numerous Jewish colonies are known to 
have been settled in various and remote parts of the 
globe before the eoming of Christ. Only a fragment 
returned from Babylon and aided in the rebuilding of 
the Temple. JeWs are found in our day in the heart 
of Afnca, in China and India, whose traditions are quite 
clear as far back as king Solomon. A writer in the 
" Revue des Deus Mondes, ".advances the opinion that 
the Jews in China are the descendants of those who 
settled there during the Assyrian captivity of the ten 
tribes. At least enough is known from authentic docu- 
mente to prove the credibility of the dispersion of the 
Jews throughout the Persian empire, five hundred years 
before the Christian era ; and enough is known to show 
that to this day, and from a very early period of their 
national history, the Israelites are distinguished for two 
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tilings, whicli seem almost paradoxical or antagonistic, 
namely; a wide spread dispersion, and yet a most re- 
markably distinct tenacity of cliaraoter. There may be 
some resemblance to them in this last particular, though 
I think a minute examination of the point, would show 
but a very faint resemblance to the Jews, among some 
of the Hindoo or eastern races ; and as to their disper- 
sion, the Israelites are certainly without any parallel, 
They are now, as Haman said to the king of Persia, a 
certain people scattered abroad and diverged arnony 
thepeople; and theirlawa are diverse from aUpeopli 
They are scattered among all nations, live under all 
sorts of governments, speat almost a!! known tongue 
pursue many avocations, and form parts of most nation- 
aJities, and yet never coalesce j nor have they a home 
aa a nation anywhere on earth. Thej present the his- 
torical phenomena of a nationality that has resisted all 
change from time and contact with all other nations for 
at least three thousand years, and yet they are not a i 
tion at all. It is only in the light of their own peculi 
bistory, and of their own holy prophets, that a rational 
solution can be given of this phenomenon, and the 
lution when given, is fo our mind, a pei'feet demonstra- 
tion of the truth of the Scriptures of God, and of the 
Christian religion. This then is a flower we may gather 
at the tomb of Esther and Mordeeai. 

Again: 2. How perhhahlii is all earthly grandeur ! 
A winding sheet, said Saladin, as he looked upon his 
hosts from bis pyramid of human skulls, is all that will 
soon remain of me ! And how much more is remain- 
ing of the greatness and glory of Xerxes and Alesan- 
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der, than the name; and, of Xerses, even his own 
empire has not preserved hia name; at least, not the 
name by whict he ia known to mankind. Persia was 
justly distinguished for her public works, cities, towns, 
roads, bridges and posts; and her Greek and Eoman 
conquerors added castles, and aeqneduets, and cities, 
and extended her roads, and increased her bridges; but 
stil! the remains of ancient Persian grandeur, and 
power, are very insignificant. The name Xerxes h not 
yet discovered in the chronicles of his own vast empire; 
nor ia there any agreement, among historians, as to sev- 
eral of the chief events of the life of Cyms the Great. 
Xenophon closes the exploits of Cyrus, with his con- 
quest of Egypt, and saya he spent the last seven years 
of his life in perfect peace, ^ind, as the Persian chroni- 
clers say, in devoting his days to God ; for that he said 
he had spent a life long enough for his own glory. Xe- 
nophon says he died in his bed Herodotus says he 
peiished, and a great part of his army, in a war against 
the Scjthnns which is the generally received account. 
The poete, Ferdnsi and Mirkhond say, however, that 
Cyrus with a nnmber of th most remarkable wai-riora 
of Persii disappeared together, or at the same time, 
from a favorite spot selected by him for retirement; 
and wiil have us t heheie they were carried up to 
hea\en in i ttmpe^it, or whirlwind His tomb is said 
to be at Pasagarda. Pliny, Arrian and Strabo, have 
described it. Alexander offered funeral honors to the 
shades of Cyms, at his tomb, and then broke it open 
in hopes of finding treasures there; bnt in this he was 
disappointed, for all he found was a rotten shield, two 
8cyth!:in bows, and a Persian scimitar. 
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Now, the omissions, discrepancies, and contradictions 
we thus find ia the history of such renowned men aa 
Xerses, Cyrus and Alexander, ave the more remarka- 
ble, when we remember how earefiil they were in taking 
every precaution to have their deeds embalmed for all 
coming ages. The Persians were extremely ambitious 
and vain. They seem to have taken more pains than 
any other people, except it he the Hebrews, to preserve 
their early history, and yet, beyond Cyrus, we have 
scarcely a reliable syllable of their history — almost left 
without any means of fixing their chronology; and for 
the life of Cyrus, and anything like a full or satisfflc- 
tory history of some of their greatest men, we are 
indebted to the writers of contemporary nations. A 
few fragments only remain of their original documen- 
tary history. But, notwithstanding all this, what man 
is there, possessed of common sense, that doubts the 
personal existence, and the reality, substantially, of the 
deeds of Xerxes, or of Cyrus, because the name of the 
one is not found in the history of his own empire, as 
far as we are yet informed, and because historians are 
not yet agreed as to where, when, or how, the other 
died. It must certainly he admitted that men, known 
to us by the names Xerxes and Cyrus, did once live, 
and that they performed deeds that still live in history, 
and that they are both dead. Neither c 
crepaneies, nor con traditions, in their i 
destroy our belief in them as historic personages. 
They are not myths, nor are their histories fables. 
What then, if it be true that there are omissions, and 
apparent contradictions, in the history of Bible heroes ? 
If we receive the history of Persian kings, much more 
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may we rely upon the lives of Hebrew prophets and 
kiugs. And surely we may be allowed to hold to the 
Word of G-od until it fails «s, or until we have a 
better book furnifihed us. But it never fails. The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul. Aud 
if all earthly honors and glory are bo fleeting, let us 
lay up treasures in the skies, in a kingdom that passeth 
not away, 

3 ^.nothtr flower then, that we would gather from 
the tomb of Estlier and Mordeoji is, that om i/oiiug 
readm sJiould I arii tj trwit m the truthjahisis of the 
Bible It 18 winderfol that, after the lapse of two 
thousand five hundred years, the record-< of Esther and 
Daniel should be thus veiified by the sDientifit, explo 
lationa and le^e iiches of our day, ind that too by races 
d,nd men fum cnuntues unkn wn in their time'i 
Truly it IS a vun thin^ fir the heathen to "et them 
selves against the Lord, 'it for them tr rage i^ainst 
His aanointtd His word is true, and must prevail 
Heaven and eirth may pa s away, but God « ivjrd 
IS a tried woid, that endureth forever It 'hvt been 
finely said, by Madame Dacier, m her mte't upon the 
Ihad, that Uoiner appeals jfreater by the criticisms that 
have been put forth upon him, from age to age, by the 
great minds of the world, than by the praises which 
have been bestowed upon him. Now if this rule be 
applied to the Bible, it would be impossible to fix the 
limits of the highth of the pyramid of its glory. It 
has beeu censured more than any other book. It has 
been burned oftener than any other book. It has pro- 
voked the opposition of hell, and of wicked men, more 
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tliy,n all other books. It has been opposed raore uni- 
formly, and more universally bj the vicious and the 
nngodlj, than any other, or than all other books; and 
yet no weapon that has ever been tried against it has 
prevailed. It still stands, like a great light-house, in 
the midst of the surging waves that dash around it 
and roll away, and leave it still perfect, shining over 
the darkness, and guiding the voyager to the haven of 
eternal rest. 

" Mutter o'er jour words of Power I 
Ye can shatter the dwellings of man ; 
Te can open the womb of the rock j 
Te can shake tlie foundations of earth, 
But not the Word o? Qod : 
But not one letter can ye change 
Of what His Will hath wcitl«a I" 

4. The htstori/ of Esther teaches lis to trust our or- 
phans to God. He who cares for the flowers of the 
wUdemess, and feeds the birds of the air, and the 
mosses of the sea— will He not provide for his own 
children ? We are of more vaJue than many sparrows. 
Tlie very hairs of our heads He numbers. It was God's 
plan, in furnishing a queen for the Persian throne 
that none should please the king but the orphan He- 
brew maid. And still we see it is His plan often to 
employ orphans as agents in great works. How many 
daughters of widows have been charmingly beautiful, 
and have become mothers in Israel ? And how many 
widows' sons have risen to honor; and how many or- 
phans have become eminently pious, and have been 
benefactors to the world ? So remarkable is the good- 
ness of God toward the fatherless, that it is an oriental 
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BajingthQt " Oodtakescareof orpliansaudfools." And 
we remember Low our Lord had compassion on tto 
ruler of the synj^gue, and when He had raised hia 
daughter, twelve yeai-s of age, from the dead, that He 
gave her to her parents, eoramanding them to give her 
something to eat; and how he restored Lazarua to tho 
society of his sisters ; and how, when he had raised the 
son of the widow of Nain from the dead, that He gave 
him to his mother. Now these instances show that our 
Lord exercised the tenderest and most considerate com- 
passion toward the afflicted and bereaved, and we know 
that His tenderness is as great now as it was in the days 
of His humiliation. In making our children fatherless, 
therefore, we are not to conclude that G«d shuts them 
out from His compassion. On the contrary, oneof the di- 
vine titles is, "The Fatherof the fatherless, anda Judge 
of the widows is God in His holy habitation." "Leave 
thy fatherless children; I will preserve them alive; 
and let thy widows trust in me." Ps. Isviii : 5 ; Jcr. s : 
4; is: 11. If, then, Hadassah is left a little orphan, 
without father or mother, and in a strange land and a 
captive, still the God of her Others will take care of 
her, and prepare her for the highest position that a 
woman could occupy. God was more to her than her 
parents could have been. The Almighty became bee 
guardian, and had her carefully brought up. She was 
beautiful in person, but her wisdom and grace were her 
chief attractions — still her beauty was a blessing to her. 
It is an advantage even te a diamond to have it well set. 
Beauty and accomplishments are to be used as God's 
gifts, and not abused. If, then, we are deprived of oi 
earthly parents, let us put our trust in t 
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FatKci-, whose eye ia always upon us, and whose 
ear ia ever open to our cry, and whose arm can 
reach and save us to the ends of the earth. What, 
then, if you arc writteu orphan — if no noble-hearted 
father is left to smooth dowa your flaxen locks as his 
soul rises up in fervent benedictions on your head — 
what though you are without a mother's sleepless care, 
and there ia no longer a bosom oa which your aching 
head can lean with perfect confidence — no heart into 
which you can any longer pour your many grievances 
and the sad tale of all your youthful sorrows — yet you 
have a Father in heaven, whose heart is infinitely more 
kind than that of any earthly parent. Trust in Him. 
He ever liveth to bless. He will never disappoint you 
nor forsake you And, my young readere, if God haa 
raised j u up f nds away from home— tender and 
faitl f 1 u d an f your character and happiness, as 
He did f E th n the land of her people's captivity, 
then b fit wn God's goodness. Such friends 

are nt f U d L am, also, to be merciful as God is 
merciful. Do good to all men; but especially to 
widows and orphans in their affliction. There ia no 
species of benevolence that repays with so much inter- 
est to the benefit of mankind as the care and education 
of orphans. God seems to take peculiar pleasure in 
mating orphans a blessing to mankind, as an encour- 
agement to us to show them kindness, and to commit 
our children, as orphans, to Hira, if He sees best to 
take ua from them. 

5. And this suggests another thought, namely, that 
it is by doing good that we build the most emhiring 
monuments in ike world. The tomb of Moses, says 
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some ono, is not known to this day, but travelers and pil- 
grims, from every land and for many generations, 
have thanked God for water, as they have ({nenchecl 
their thirst at Jacob's Well, Nor is it without sig- 
nificance that the splendid pile of hewn stone and 
marhle, and gold and silk, ivory and cedar, erected 
by king Solomon, for the service of Jehovah, was 
humt, and has, long since, heen in utter, undistin- 
guishable ruins, while his reservoirs and fountains 
and aqueducts are almost as perfect as they ever 
were. The golden house of Nero is a mass of ruins, 
and cahbage and garlic and onions are growing over 
the ruias of the palace of the C^sars, but the aqueduct 
of Claudius still pours its limpid streams into the eter- 
nal city. The fountains of Tadmor in the wilderness 
still sparkle as freshly as when Zenobia was queen, but 
her Palace and the Temple of the Sun have fallen, and 
are known only in story and by a mound of rubbish. The 
marble floors and columns of Shushan and Persepolis 
are known as ruins, the dwelling-places of unclean 
beasts and birds ; but the lessons of virtue and holiness, 
which Mordecai taught the orphan Jewess, have never 
lost their power. The harvest of benevolent doing is 
perpetual. It is not only a personal and immediate 
blessing to the doer himself, but every good deed is 
immortal, A good deed is so great a blessing that it is 
to be sought after and performed, because of the pre- 
sent happiness it bestows ; how much more, then, einee 
it is to live forever? The example of the patriarchs, 
the sufferings of martyrs for truth and liberty, and the 
principles enunciated and lived out by the great and 
good before us cannot die. 
16 
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6. Here then is encouragernent to teachers, parents 
and guardians. Mordecai toiling and patiently teacli- 
ing Hadassah tor catechism — does he know what des- 
tiny awaits her? By no means. He is only doing his 
present duty, hoping for the divine blessing. While 
te is diligently laboring and praying that he may do 
his whole duty to his cousin-ward, he has no revelation 
tolling him she shall become the Queen of Persia. No, 
not a syllable like it. But he toih on trusting the God 
of Jacob for the future \nd just w it must be still. 
The importance of earh e lucation it is impossible to 
estimate too highly. The infant in the nurses' arms 
has faculties which an angel i^nnot comprehend, and 
which eternity alone can unfold That infant may 
sway listening Senates, or thunder home truth from the 
pulpit into the hearts of thousands, or wield the pen or 
the sceptre that is to govern millions ; or that little ^ri 
may occupy a place as wife or mother that shall send 
forth an influence ever widening and traveling onward 
to the last day of the world. The workers, the think- 
ers, the orators, the writers, the statesmen, the heroes 
of the ages of the future, are these infants now carried 
about by our nurses ; and as they are educated so will 
they be a blessing or a curse. I observe that many 
writers and speakers often dwell on the dangers to bo 
apprehended to our institutions from foreigners, and 
especially from the Jesuits; now I will tell you a 
eecret^tell you of a power in our midst much greater 
than that of all the followers of Loyola in the world. 
I mean the young women who are .our nurses, helps or 
servants. They are chiefly from Ireland and Germany, 
andthemost of them are conscientious and honest Catho- 
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lies, and it is my solemn conviction that there is more 
power in their hands than in all the Jesuit schools in 
America, I do not mean that anything is to he appre- 
tended under our laws, from what they will say or do 
to the children, or in the families where they live as 
domestics. As a general rule, I do not helieve there is 
anything wrong here; but I do mean, that the rhymes 
and tales the nurse tells our little ones, are to live for- 
ever. And I mean also that these women are to be the 
wives and mothers of thousands of citizens, in whose 
hands are to rest the destinies of the institutions of this 
country. It is confessedly from them the increase of 
the power of the Catholic Church in America is chiefly 
to be expected. These women are industrious and 
healthy. They generally make good, honest, hard-work- 
ing economical wives, and it is no uncommon thing for 
their sons to be the men of money and influence in their 
day; and we need hardly say, that the sons are defenders 
of the faith of the mothers. It is the mother that moulds 
the man, the elector and the statesman. These mothers 
have more power over our institutions than all the ar- 
mies of the Napoleons of Europe can ever wield. 
England's " Iron Duke" once said on visiting, in his old 
age, the place where he was educated, " the battle of 
Waterloo was fought in Eton School." He meant that 
the military discipline of thought, tJie manliness of 
character, the knowledge and virtue, that he acquired 
in his school-boy days, enabled him to fight suoeessfiilly 
the battle of Waterloo against the conqueror of the 
continent. And he was right. The general makes the 
soldier, and the boy is father to the man-general. It is 
BO — it has always been so — and it will continue to be 
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BO. The mind of the child is inimortiil, and yet it is 
plastic in the hands of the mother; and truth taoght 
to the youthful miod, lodged ia the infant soul, prepares 
it for tte bosom of God. And as parents and teachers, 
and the guardians of youth — as members of society, 
there is no escape from responsibility as to the proper 
education of the young. 

And finally, let me while we are yet musing over the 
tomb of tlie Hebrew orphan, whom God made a queen, 
say to all young people : Confide in your parents. 
Esther as Sultana, obeyed Mordecai, as when she was 
brought up with him. Your parents' love is sincere. 
No one can love you with an affection so disinterested 
as yotii father or mother. Many a daughter has dug 
the grave of all her earthly happiness, by receiving the 
addresses of a young man contrary to the wish of her 
parents. The pale and melancholy features, the has- 
tening to the grave of the broken-hearted, a stranger 
and neglected, have, alas I too often told the sad story 
of a lovely and confiding one that married contrary to 
the wishes of her parents, and exchanged thereby sym- 
pathizing friends, able and judicious counsellor^j and 
kind and devoted nurses in sitkness, f ir a stlfish, un 
feeling companion, who sought only his own vanity oi 
pleasure. Young woman, it you have an intelligent 
and godly fether, never foiget hi'< utunsels He knows 
the world ; he knows the hearts of men, and hi=i advice 
is free from selfishness Dishonor not his gray hairs 
by disobeying him. Yuimg man, if you hiiean intel- 
ligent and pious mother on earth, you yet have a treas- 
ure worth more than all the mines of the mountains. 
A mother's love, even if all other things seem lost to 
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jou, will follow you througli all the changings of life, 
and lar beyond tJic portals of the tomb. Forget not 
the law of your mother. A mother's love ! 

"0, potent lovel that throws its tendrils wild 
E'en round the footsteps of an erring child; 
That still sustains the mother's broken heart, 
And bids her hope till life itself depart ; 
Sweet is the bond, and dear the hallowed tie, 
Made perfect only in Eternity." 

Miss Barnes. 

Thus nobly lived Queen Esther and Prince Morde- 
cai; and having served their generation according to 
the will of G-od, they fefl on sleep, and, being dead, yet 
live, Blessed bo Esther I Blessed be Mordecai '. 



bt Google 



bt Google 



